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Dear Sirs: 

~t.l\n:breW\1 ~n(ietl1 of Illinnipeg 
P.O. Box 596, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 2J3 

Secretary-Treasurer: 
Leslie G. Archibald 
Tel: 783-8170 

February, 1990. 

The St. Andrew's Society of Winnipeg has been an active organization 

since its foundina in 1871. Its objectives are the preservation and encour

agement of the Scottish culture and heritage in Manitoba. In addition, it 

aims to pro;ect to the oublic the significant contribution which the Scots 

have made to the establishment and development of our Province, and 

particularly from the time of the landing of the first Selkirk Settlers in 

1812 and the commencement of aaricultural activity here. 

In 1982, the Society undertook the preparation and publishina of a 

history of the Society from the time of its founding in 1871. The Rev. Dr. 

Thomas Saunders, a senior member of the Society, and a recognized writer 

in western Canada, authored the history called "THE PROUD HERITAGE". 

The book has been widely distributed within the Society and the 

Scottish community. 

At a recent meetinq, it was felt it would be advisable to provide 

a complementary coPy of the history - THE PROUD HERITAGE - to all public 

libraries throuahout the Province. Accordingly, we are pleased to enclose 

a copy of our history for public use in your library. 

If additional information regarding ~HE PROUD HERITA~E or the Society 

would be heloful to vou, please do not hesitate to contact the writer or 

the Secretary Treasurer of the Society at the address or telephone number above. 

yo~e~ 
Dr. Peter Connel~ ,. 

President. 



Preface 

The idea of "A History of The St. Andrew's Society of Winnipeg" 
had been talked about for years. Meantime, history was being overtaken 
by events, and detail was escaping; apart from existing minutes of 
meetings and reports to the Board of Managers, it was feared that 
invaluable personal anecdotes and tales would be lost forever unless a 
serious attempt was made to capture them. 

In 1979, during the presidency of John Webster, thought gave way 
to action. Past President R. M. (Rory) MacLennan volunteered to chair a 
committee charged with the responsibility of producing a high-quality 
book recording the history of the Society from its inception in 1871. 
Mr. MacLennan selected his committee from Society members and 
strengthened it by including some notable local historians, and it is 
right that these names be recorded: from the Society, J. A. Bracken, 
R. N. Bruce, R. A. Fraser, P. Kelly, W. K. Logan, W. S. A. Martin, A. F. 
McDiarmid, J. H. Webster, and myself; from the academic community, 
Dr. Ross McCormack and Eric Wells. 

From the outset, it was clear that the task would be a large one, and 
that much of the basic research would require professional work. The 
Department of the Secretary of State recognized the significance of the 
project and, with government assistance, a senior student at the Uni
versity of Winnipeg was engaged to conduct research. The results of Tim 
Demetrioff's painstaking work were turned over to a pioneer member of 
the Society - Past President, Honorary Life Member and serving Hon
orary President, Rev. Dr. Thomas Saunders, and Tom it is who authored 
the book now in your hands. 
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Having the result before us now, our only regret is that we did not 
do this twenty or thirty years ago. The St. Andrew's Society of 
Winnipeg has always been a vital organization, and many of its 
members played important parts in the development of Winnipeg and 
Manitoba. The early days of the Society must have been marked with a 
lively and spirited exchange of strongly-held opinions leading to 
practical compromise, a practice which continues to be a feature of 
present-day Board meetings. Alas, minutes are kept to record 
decisions; personal memories are short, and much of the colorful 
record of our early days is gone forever. Tom Saunders has breathed 
life into the embers, and his warmth and humanity shine through all 
the pages of the book. 

The Society has a proud heritage, and owes a deep debt of 
gratitude to Mr. MacLennan, to Dr. Tom Saunders, and to all the others 
who gave so generously of their time and professional expertise in 
finally "getting it all down on paper." 
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Foreword 

The writing of this book has been a labor of love. It must be 
admitted, however, that when the History Committee of the St. 
Andrew's Society approached me with the challenge to write it, I was 
hesitant. I realized how much work would be required, how much 
research entailed, and I viewed the prospect with some alarm. But Mr. 
MacLennan assured me that I would have a lot of help: much of the 
research on the early history of the Society had been done by Tim 
Demetrioff, and I would fall heir to this; and Eric Wells of the Media 
Department of the University of Winnipeg and his assistant, Thora 
Cooke, had agreed to look after the assembling and arranging of the 
illustrations. Other members of the committee, and of the Society, 
would give me assistance in other areas. 

With this assurance, I undertook the task; and all fell into place as 
Mr. MacLennan had promised. My deepest debt of gratitude goes, of 
course, to Tim Demetrioff. I have made full use of his research, and at 
times have used his actual wording. I am almost equally indebted to my 
former colleague and namesake with the Winnipeg Free Press, Robert 
Saunders. Mr. Saunders searched the files of his newspaper for 
anything that could be of assistance to me, and came up with pertinent 
material on many aspects of the Society's history. W. K. Logan joined 
Eric Wells and Thora Cooke in the search for illustrations, and also 
provided me with information regarding the Society's relationship with 
the United Scottish Association. 

And there were others. I am indebted to Brigadier-General Hugh 
Co mack for the Society's relationship with the Cameron Highlanders, 
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including their joint participation in the Highland Pageants of the 
1960s; to Kenneth Stuebing for material on the St. Andrew's Society's 
Massed Pipe Band; to Charles McKelvie for details regarding the origin 
and development of New Members' Night; to George Inkster for 
information regarding the Society's regalia; to Donald Speirs for details 
on the life of his father; and to W. S. A. Martin and Mr. Justice J. E. 
Wilson for material on the life and achievements of John MacAulay. I 
am no less indebted to the Society's Bard, Rev. Dr. A. S. R. Tweedie, 
who had the foresight to retain copies of the Dinner programs during 
the years of his bardship, and was able to provide me with other useful 
information as well. 

Last, but not least, I acknowledge a great indebtedness to my wife, 
Janet, who typed the manuscript, and offered many helpful 
suggestions for the improvement of the text. 

These, and the many others who have assisted me, share in 
whatever merits this book may contain. Its defects must be attributed to 
me alone. 

T.S. 
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Arrival of Selkirk Settlers at Point Douglas 
From a painting housed at the Museum of Man and Nature 



CHAPTER I 

Origins 

The St. Andrew's Society of Winnipeg, the oldest continually 
operating Scottish society in Western Canada, has, by Canadian 
standards, a long and illustrious history. Founded in 1871, the year 
after Manitoba became a province, its first president was Lord 
Strathcona, and it has the distinction of having been constituted by an 
act of the provincial legislature. As this is written, the Society is 112 
years of age. 

In some cultures (China, for example) 112 years may be a very 
short time, and certainly it is a short time in the biblical sense, where 
we are told that, in the sight of the Lord, a thousand years is but as 
yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in the night. But in Canada, 
especially Western Canada, it is a very long time indeed. 

A hundred and twelve years ago, the Dominion of Canada was 
little more than a dream in the eyes of Sir John A. Macdonald and the 
Fathers of Confederation. Canada at that time consisted of only Upper 
and Lower Canada and the Maritimes, with the postage-stamp 
province of Manitoba thrown in for good measure. There was little 
settlement between Manitoba and the west coast, and the population, 
even in that vast area, was sparse. Winnipeg itself was no more than a 
hamlet, and the great movement westward was not to begin until the 
building and completion of the c.P.R. a decade and more later. 

But, virtually from the beginning in this new land, there had been 
an influx of Scots. The first of these were explorers and fur-traders. 
Intrepid Scots, like Fraser and Mackenzie, were to trace the course of 
two of Western Canada's greatest rivers, while Sir George Simpson of 
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the Hudson's Bay Company was to be almost single-handedly 
responsible for protecting the entire Northwest from American 
infiltration and preserving it for Canada. (Sir George was so much a 
Scotsman that he was accompanied by his personal piper wherever he 
went.) On the west coast another Scot, Sir James Douglas, performed a 
similar role. . 

The explorers and fur-traders, however, were not settlers. The first 
Scots to arrive at the junction of the Red and Assiniboine Rivers were 
refugees from Sutherlandshire where, after the Battle of Culloden 
Moor, their fathers had had their homes burned and their lands 
confiscated to make room for sheep. They had found a sponsor to 
enable them to migrate to the New World in the person of Thomas 
Douglas, Earl of Selkirk, who had already sponsored the migration of 
several hundred Scots to Prince Edward Island. 

Selkirk's task in arranging to bring his settlers to the Canadian 
west was not easy. The fur companies controlled the west at the time, 
and they were interested, not in settlement, but in furs and in the 
profits to be made out of the fur trade. They saw Selkirk's settlers as the 
thin edge of the wedge that could lead to more and more settlement 
and bring the fur trade to an end. 

To overcome this difficulty, Selkirk took the appropriate measure 
of gaining control of the Hudson's Bay Company and, after many 
disappointments, the settlers were on their way. They took the only 
route feasible at that time of getting to what is now Manitoba - they 
traveled by sea, landing at Hudson Bay. Before them they still had the 
long trek south in weather they were not used to, and were unprepared 
for; but eventually they reached their destination. 

Many historians have recorded the difficulties encountered on their 
arrival, their troubles with the rival fur companies, their problems in 
trying to establish themselves in a new land, and the defection of some 
of their members, when times got too rough for them, to Upper 
Canada. But the remnant survived, and many of their descendants 
continue to live in the Red River Valley to this day. 

During the first years, they discovered that, if they had left a hard 
life in Scotland, they had found an even harder one in the country to 
which they had come. Not only were they confronted with the usual 
difficulties faced by pioneers, they were in almost total isolation. They 
were over a thousand miles from the nearest settlements to east or west 
of them and hundreds of miles away from anything in the south. In the 
only other direction lay the forbidding north. 
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ORIGINS 

There is no record of a St. Andrew's Society in the annals of the 
Selkirk Settlers, but it may be assumed that, in the ordinary course of 
events, there was opportunity for the social intercourse which brought 
individuals and families together, and gatherings where the Old Land 
was remembered, old tales told and the old songs sung. There were 
undoubtedly, too, occasions when the people were regaled with 
Highland dancing and the skirl of the pipes. 

But no St. Andrew's Society. The settlers, who had come to Red 
River in the early 1800s, seemed much more interested in securing a 
Presbyterian minister who could speak Gaelic than in forming any sort 
of Scottish society. 

Their pleas for a Presbyterian minister recurred with frequent 
regularity and, on occasion, were not without their element of humor. 
At one time they were informed that a young man in Scotland was 
anxious to come out and minister to them, but, being a mere Lowlander 
and unacquainted with the Gaelic, he asked for a year in which to 
master the speech. Apparently the mastery of Gaelic was too much for 
him, for the year passed, and other years, and the young man never 
came. 

Under the Hudson's Bay Company the settlers had the right to 
distil their own whisky. At one point their desire for a Presbyterian 
minister became so strong that they even offered to give up this 
cherished monopoly in exchange for a minister of their own faith. 

In the end they did get a minister but, to their consternation, he 
was an Anglican. His name was John West, the first Protestant minister 
at Red River. Despite the handicap of being an Anglican in a 
Presbyterian settlement, he soon endeared himself to many of the 
people, some of whom left the Auld Kirk to become his parishioners. 
Interesting developments came out of this. Different branches of the 
same family became split on denominational lines. Particularly 
remarkable was the fact that, of the first two candidates for the ministry 
to come out of the settlement, one was an Anglican and the other a 
Presbyterian. Even more remarkable was the fact that both bore the 
same surname, Matheson. As might be expected, they were related, 
being step-cousins. One, Samuel Pritchard Matheson, went on to 
become Archbishop of Rupert's Land, Metropolitan of the Ecclesiastical 
Province of Rupert's Land and Primate of All Canada. The other, 
Alexander Matheson, was to found Springfield Presbyterian Church, 
the oldest Presbyterian church on the east side of Red River. 

Of special interest to St. Andrew's members may be the fact that 
the original site of this church was on the farm of Neil Campbell, 
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John Black's Church at Old Kildonan 
Courtesy of Western Canada Pictorial Index 

grandfather of a present-day member of the Board of the Society, Lorne 
Campbell, and of his brother Barrie, who was a Board member in the 
late 1950s and early 1960s. 

Unlike its mother church, Old Kildonan, which has remained 
staunchly Presbyterian throughout its long history, the Springfield 
congregation opted for church union in 1925 when the United Church 
of Canada was born. This meant that ultimately three religious strains 
emerged from the Selkirk settlement - Anglican, Presbyterian and 
United. 

Unfortunately, the Springfield Church is no more. As descend
ants of the original settlers moved out of the district the need for the 
church disappeared. Some years ago it was torn down. Today, it exists 
only as a small part of Transcona United Church. This raises an issue 
and a challenge. There is nothing to mark where the old Springfield 
Church once stood, and an appropriate project for the St. Andrew's 
Society of Winnipeg might well be to raise a cairn to mark this 
historically important site, perhaps with the co-operation of the 
Manitoba Historical Society. 

Meanwhile, it was not until 1851 that the first Presbyterian 
minister arrived in the person of John Black. Under his leadership the 
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settlers built Old Kildonan Presbyterian Church, the oldest Presby
terian church in the community. But the settlers were interested in 
more than a church. They were also interested in education. In due 
course, again under John Black's influence, Nisbet Hall (the forerunner 
of Manitoba College) was founded. And the development of the 
settlement went on apace. 

But still no record of the founding of a St. Andrew's Society. 
Indeed there is no record of the founding of any Scottish association in 
the settlement. The reason, perhaps, was that the settlers were a 
homogeneous group who knew each other well and had no need for 
any association other than that which came from being a part of the 
community itself. 

Some years before the settlers arrived, however, there is a record 
of a St. Andrew's dinner which took place in 1793 at Fort Esperance 
(later Fort Ellice) in the western part of what is now Manitoba. The 
instigator of this dinner was "Big" John MacDonnell of the North West 
Company, who records in his journal: 

Saturday, November 30th, 1793 
St. Andrew's Day. Hoisted the flag in honor of the Titulary 

Saint of Scotland - A beautiful day - Expect Messrs. Peter Grant 
and Neil McKay to dinner - They sent an excuse by Bowman. 

--:-~:";-?!t-----
•• -~,- >-" - ••• ~- ,-" • 

¥ __ • _ .~.o_ 

Fort Ellice (which replaced Fort Esperance) 
Site of first St. Andrew's dinner held in what is now Manitoba, 1793 

Courtesy of Western Canada Pictorial Index 
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Grant and McKay, it should be noted, were in the employ of the 
rival fur company, and apparently their business rivalry got in the way 
of their Scottish sentiment. In the event, what was to have been a 
three-man dinner became a one-man dinner; but "Big" John, 
undaunted, sat down to the meal and celebrated the occasion all by 
himself. 

In the Red River Colony, the first celebration of St. Andrew's Day 
did not take place until 1867. Strangely enough, it was arranged not by 
a Scotsman but by a German. The event is recorded for us in Robert B. 
Hill's History of Manitoba which was published in 1890. Mr. Hill, 
fortunately, was not your run-of-the-mill academic historian and had a 
place in his history for events such as this. He describes it, indeed, in 
great detail: 

The first occasion on which was commemorated the natal day 
of Scotia's Patron Saint, St. Andrew, occurred in 1867. Mr. 
Emmerling, better known to the old residents as "Dutch George," a 
gentleman of German extraction, had, by dint of perseverance in 
the sale of fruit and smallwares, worked his way up to be landlord 
of the George Hotel, the principal one in the village of Winnipeg 
(not known as "Winnipeg" then), and the centre of conviviality. 
Emmerling was a strong annexationist, and had this year imported 
from the States a billiard table, the first in the settlement, the profit 
on which was so large that he added another to his establishment in 
the following year. He also established a Burns Club, which met in 
one of his rooms, and which was designed to provide means of 
social friendship to Scotchmen resident in the colony, and to 
strengthen the ties which bound them to their native land by the 
study of the character and works of the poet by whose name the 
club was known. Though not many nobIe nor yet great attended 
these little meetings, it is evident that they had not only the feast of 
reason but the means of promoting the flow of soul. 

Early in the afternoon of St. Andrew's Day enthusiastic Scottish 
members, such as Jock McGregor, John McDonald, John McRae, 
Alexander McIntyre, Roderick McLeod and others of like ilk, 
convened at the George Hotel. After a few hours spent in fraternal 
intercourse, happy greetings and auld Scotch sangs, in which the 
utmost harmony and good feeling prevailed, just as the deepening 
hour of twilight was beginning to shed its gloom over this little 
company of Jock Thamson's bairns, some evil genius - or shall we 
call him imp of Satan? - suggested the superiority of the Hielands 
over the Lowlands. The debate was taken up with interest by both 
parties and quickly swelled into a tumult; the room becoming too 
small to dispIay their partisan zeal, with ringing shouts they rushed 
into the street and commenced to demonstrate with fists what 
words had failed to do. Within a short time, they were reinforced 
with the inhabitants of the village, some of whom took sides with 
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ORIGINS 

The George Hotel, Main Street. Site of first St. Andrew's dinner held in Fort Garry (Winnipeg), 1867 
Courtesy of Manitoba Archives 

the belligerents while others looked on, enjoying the row. Sergeant 
Mulligan, single-handed, attempted to quell the torrent. The 
maddened crowd surged from one corner of the street to the other, 
yelling vociferously, as one party or another was pummelled and 
forced to give way; but, as in all things the calm succeeds the storm, 
so in this instance also peace was restored. Thus ended the first 
commemoration of St. Andrew's in Red River. 

Hill does not tell us who won this particular battle between the 
Hielands and the Lowlands, and at this date it is doubtful if anyone 
cares. Perhaps a footnote should be added. Chief Constable George 
Smith, a past president of the St. Andrew's Society and for many years 
its Bard, always claimed that Hill was wrong in his description of the 
role played by Sergeant Mulligan, who was in the employ of the 
Hudson's Bay Company, which had jurisdiction over the colony at the 
time, and was the only policeman in the village. Mulligan, Chief Smith 
pointed out, was an Irishman who dearly loved a fight and it is unlikely 
that he would have tried to stop this one, especially with the odds so 
much against him. 

What probably happened, Mr. Smith tells us, is that Sergeant 
Mulligan, in the course of his rounds that evening, reached the corner 
of Portage and Main and, looking down Main Street, where the George 
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Hotel was located, caught a glimpse of the Scots in the midst of their 
melee. He probably looked on for a while, enjoying the spectacle; then, 
deciding that discretion was the better part of valor, made his way 
home and went quietly to bed, leaving the Scots to settle their 
differences on their own. 

However that may be, it is obvious that, by 1867, people other than 
Scots had come to what is now the city of Winnipeg. Sergeant Mulligan 
was Irish, George Emmerling was German. Red River, though still 
predominantly a Scottish settlement, was no longer a Scots preserve. 
People had come in from the Maritimes, Upper Canada, the United 
States and from Scotland itself. The community was growing. It was 
soon to be designated a city. The growth continued in ensuing years, 
especially after the building of the C.P.R. 

With the coming of the railway, people of all nations flocked in, 
many involved in the actual labor of building the line. But, with the 
exception of William Van Horne, the dynamic American who had been 
recruited to expedite the job, the key figures in planning and financing 
the railway were mostly Scots. 

E. J. Pratt, in his epic poem, Towards the Last Spike, celebrates 
them in a passage in his poem which he calls "The Gathering," 
meaning the Gathering of the Clans. He writes: 

Oatmeal was in their blood and in their names. 
Thrift was the title of their catechism ... 
Their names were like a battle-muster - Angus 
(He of the Shops) and Fleming (of the Transit), 
Hector (of the Kicking Horse), Dawson, 
"Cromarty" Ross, and Beatty (Ulster Scot), 
Bruce, Allan, Galt and Douglas, and the "twa" -
Stephen (Craigellachie) and Smith (Strathcona) -
Who would one day climb from their Gaelic hide-outs, 
Take off their plaids and wrap them round the mountains. 
And then the everlasting tread of Macs, 
Vanguard, centre and rear, their roving eyes 
On summits, rivers, contracts, beaver, ledgers; 
Their ears cocked to the skirl of Sir John A., 
The general of the patronymic march. 

The Selkirk Settlers, as has been noted, formed no Scottish 
societies. They were all Scots and had no need for such an organization. 
By the late 1860s, however, with the influx of people of other 
nationalities, the Scots felt the need to assert themselves, to take note of 
their individuality and to look for the fellowship of people like-minded 
with themselves. They began to think of forming an association of their 
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own, and by 1871 the first such association had come into being - the 
Selkirk St. Andrew's Society of Manitoba, later to become the St. 
Andrew's Society of Winnipeg. 

Red River, however, was not the only settlement in the new 
province that was thinking in terms of a St. Andrew's Society. Perhaps 
spurred on by the Red River example, q similar society was formed the 
following year at Portage la Prairie. This society, unfortunately, has 
long since ceased to exist; but in its day it was the source of much good 
fellowship, conviviality and strong Scottish sentiment. Again, we are 
indebted to Robert B. Hill's History of Manitoba for the information, 
and again he supplies it in great detail: 

St. Andrew's Society honorably deserves the leading position 
in Portage "fraternizations," dating its inception from 1872, when a 
few Scotchmen, among whom were Kenneth McKenzie, Esq., the 
present member for Lakeside; John McLean, the pioneer white 
settler; John McDonald, now Prothonotary Clerk ot the Queen's 
Bench; Willie Fulton, Roderick McLeod, Alexander (now Sheriff) 
McLean, Tom Garland, William Cummings, J. J. Setter (then Sheriff 
Setter), and others, met on St. Andrew's tve, sometimes in the log 
school-house on the island, sometimes in the quiet retreat of Sand,)" 
Anderson's, on the banks of the slou9h, and also in Tom Garland s 
store, to "hae ane nicht in Scotland.' At this early date the society 
did not aim at benevolent purposes, its object being simply to revive 
the memories of the land of their nativity and bIrth; to recite the 
lyrics and sing: 

Main [sic] 0' the auld sangs, 
The blithesome and the sad, 

They mak' us smile when we are wae, 
Or greet when we are glad. 

It was reserved for later years to strike out into new lines, and 
develop the kindly and benevolent spirit which led the members to 
seek to accumulate a fund for tile relief of destitute fellow
countrymen and women. 

Many happy occasions there were, in these old times, at the 
annual supper held in commemoration of Scotia's patron saint. 
Bards they had, too, who could sing in original verse the heroic 
deeds of which all Scotchmen are justly proua. Among these latter 
William Gerrond, a school teacher, reSIdent at High Bluff from 1871 
to 1882, was certainly the most prominent, and his productions 
merit a corner in the history of the society. Gerrond was, to a certain 
extent, a protege of the late Hon. John Norquay, who formed his 
acquaintance While resident at High Bluff. Tnrough Mr. Norquay's 
influence, Gerrond was appointed school teacher there in 1871, a 
position he filled till 1880. As might be expected a strong personal 
friendship sprang up between the two men. On the occasion of the 
death of Morris Lamont, Esq., County Clerk, in 1875, there were, as 
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is usual in all prominent vacancies, many applications. Gerrond 
entered the lists with the following graphic epistle, addressed to the 
Hon. John Norquay, Provincial Secretary: 

Dear Sir, - Lamont is dead, I can't help that; you want 
a man to fill his place, I can do that. Claw me and I'll 
claw you. Yours truly, William Gerrond. 

Gerrond was an enthusiastic member of St. Andrew's Society, 
and would plod the weary miles that lay between the Portage and 
High Bluff with the greatest alacrity to spend ane nicht wi' brither 
Scots. On one occaSIOn he had just reacned the Portage, a strong 
wind was blowing from the west, and desiring to light his pipe he 
turned his back to the wind, and without thinking, commenced 
walking leisurely on, absorbed in his own thoughts. Thinking the 
road terribly long that night, he looked around to find himself home 
again at the Bluff. The cIlagrin he experienced was made the subject 
of a poetic effusion which he afterwards read to the society . . . 

On one occasion, at the annual supper held in 1876, some 
visitors came from Winnipeg, one of whom had prepared an 
elaborate speech; being very wearied while the supper was being 
brought on, he retirecf to lie down, requesting one of his friends 
to wake him up when the speeches began. The latter, becoming 
too much interested in the proceedings, forgot all about his 
promise, while the former slept on till the room bad been cleared, 
and the whole party engaged in the highly amusing, if not edifying, 
dance of Ronald McDonald, which was never omitted from tIle 
programme of the evening's proceedings. By this mishap the society 
IS said to have lost one of tIle best speeches ever made. 

In passing, it may be noted that, in this effusion, Hill twice uses 
the word "Scotchmen" instead of "Scotsmen." Only the ultra
fastidious, however, will quibble with that. It is a comparatively 
modern distinction, based on the saying that "Scotch" is a whisky, 
"Scots" a people; but it has no basis in fact. Both words, as used with 
reference to the people of Scotland, are perfectly legitimate. Such noted 
Scottish writers as Robert Burns, Sir Walter Scott, Robert Louis 
Stevenson and Thomas Carlyle all used "Scotch" and "Scotchmen" 
with reference to their countrymen, and "Scotch" is given as a proper 
definition for people who hail from north of the Tweed in the first 
dictionary of the English language compiled by Dr. Samuel Johnson. 
Indeed, even in the best-known and most authoritative of modern 
American dictionaries, Webster'S, the same thing applies. "Scotch," 
according to Webster, means "of or pertaining to Scotland, its 
language, or its inhabitants." 

As for the St. Andrew's Society itself, what has been written so far 
may be described as its pre-natal (and immediately post-natal) history. 
It has dealt with Scots who came to Canada, especially to Red River. To 
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complete this phase of the story, however, we must consider not just 
the Scots who came to the Red River colony but their lot in Scotland 
before migration. What prompted so many Scots to seek a home in a 
new land - not only in Canada but all over the world? What 
characteristics made them such admirable adventurers, explorers, 
settlers and pioneers? 

There are many answers to these questions, and they must be 
examined. One obvious answer is that Scotland is a small country 
which has never been able to support more than five million 
inhabitants. The rest have been marked for export abroad - to the 
point that, for some time now, there have actually been more Scots and 
their descendants living in other countries than in Scotland itself. There 
are people who claim that Scotland's chief export has been whisky; but 
its greatest, and best, export has been people. 

What brought the first settlers to Red River, of course, we have 
already mentioned. Their homes, or the homes of their forefathers, had 
been burned over their heads, their lands confiscated, and their only 
hope was to find a new home elsewhere. Other Scottish emigrants may 
not have been in such dire straits as the Selkirk Settlers, but there is no 
doubt that the lack of opportunity in the homeland and the prospect of 
a better future abroad was the spur that goaded many Scots to leave 
Scotland and seek their fortunes in other parts. 

They were a people well-equipped for such ventures by both 
character and tradition. It has been said that the dominant aspects of 
Scots character rise from three things - from the struggle to maintain a 
living in the beautiful but harsh, stubborn land which has been their 
home, from their struggle for national independence, and from the 
nature of the religious reformation headed by John Knox. 

From the struggle with the beautiful but stubborn Scottish soil the 
Scot has developed a hardiness of character and a shrewd, practical 
earthiness that tempers even his religion. He has had few things given 
to him, and has been forced to stand on his own two feet. He is the type 
of character who will assume responsibility. He has had to, to survive. 

Alongside that, out of his struggle for national independence has 
come a sense of freedom and human equality. When Burns wrote "A 
Man's a Man for A' That," he was simply putting into words what the 
average Scot had held in his thoughts for centuries. There were, and 
are, class differences in Scotland, but there is also a strong sense of the 
worth of the individual. The Scot does not deny a man the courtesy due 
to his title or rank, but he does not bow down or kowtow to it. 
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Even the minister, who in days past had a great deal more prestige 
in Scotland than he has in this country, has had to recognize that. The 
Scot is no respecter of persons - or of parsons either. 

There is a story told of an old Scots lady who was called on one day 
by her minister, and she invited him to have a cup of tea. The house 
was not exactly a clean house, and the minister was not very anxious to 
have tea; but he did not want to offend the old lady, and so he 
accepted. He had noticed a couple of used cups and saucers on the 
table, but he expected her to get fresh ones, or at least to clean those 
that were there. And she did clean them - after a fashion. She gi'ed 
them a dicht - she gave them a wipe - with her apron. And then she 
poured out the tea, which she had just heated up from the last time, 
out of a dirty teapot with a broken spout. "Eh, Mrs. McWhirter," said 
the minister, "that's no' a verra guid spout ye've got on that teapot." 
And the old lady agreed. "Deed no, minister," she said. "It's a wee bit 
like yersel' when ye're preachin' a sermon - it's no verra guid in the 
delivery." 

Scots character has always been marked by freedom of speech and 
an off-handed independence. The struggle with a stubborn, unyielding 
soil, and the fight for national independence, has given the Scot an 
earthiness and practicality of character, and an individual independ
ence, that cannot be gainsaid. Add to that the two elements that came 
out of John Knox's Reformation - a stern morality and a love of 
learning - and we find at least part of the reason why the Scot has had 
the ability to make a way for himself when he fared abroad. 

But the Scot is an anomaly. His character is marked by a shrewd 
practicality and a stubborn independence, but it is also marked by a 
strong streak of sentimentality. Sometimes this sentimentality borders 
on whimsy, as in the plays and novels of Sir J. M. Barrie. 

With characteristic hardihood the Scot has made his way into 
almost every country in the world. But his heart still cries -
sentimentally - for home. Sometimes it almost appears that it is not 
until he has emigrated to some other country that he becomes truly a 
Scot. He forms Burns Clubs and St. Andrew's Societies, and a host of 
other fraternal organizations, as anyone, Scots or otherwise, living in 
Winnipeg must know. Sometimes, for fear of becoming Anglicized by 
his new environment, he becomes more Scots in his speech than he 
was before he left home. 

A remarkable feature about Scots who fare abroad, too, is that their 
descendants - second and third generation Scots in Canada, for 
example - often are more obviously Scots than the original emigrants. 
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They wear kilts, perform Highland dances, form branches of the Royal 
Scottish Country Dance Society, and play the bagpipes. If the writer 
may be permitted a personal reference, he can illustrate this in the 
experience of his own family. He himself came to Canada in 1920 as a 
boy of eleven. He never wore a kilt; he never played the bagpipes. But 
one of his sons plays the bagpipes and two of them sport kilts on every 
appropriate occasion. He even has a little Japanese granddaughter who 
dances the Highland Fling and does the Sword Dance. 

This second and third generation love of things Scottish can be 
shown in a number of ways. Over the years, there are many 
illustrations of it in the St. Andrew's Society itself. One of the best 
illustrations comes in the form of a story from a little village in Nova 
Scotia. The minister of this village, a Presbyterian, was about to leave 
on a visit to Scotland and, before he left, he called on one of his 
parishioners, an old man who he felt might not be in the land of the 
living when he returned. 

In the course of the visit, the old man asked the minister if he 
would be visiting the Highlands. When the minister said yes, the old 
man gave him this message: "If ye go to the Highlands, ye must go to 
the village of Clashmore and see my home. Ye will get there from the 
south, and ye must pray for a clear day. On a clear day, with the blue 
sky above ye, ye will look down on the blue waters of the Dornoch 
Firth. Ye will see Bonnar Brig, nestled on the banks of the firth in the 
lush green of the Scotch pine and the bracken, and, far in the 
background, the white castle of Invershin, standing there like an 
alabaster monument. Ye will creep up the north shore of the firth, up 
the little winding road to the village of Spinningdale, and along to 
Skibo Castle and Clashmore on the road that leads to Dornoch." 

As the old man finished his description, the minister said, "My, 
you have a wonderful memory. It must be many years since you've 
seen these places you describe." But the old man replied, "Seen them? 
Except in my mind's eye, I have never seen them. I was born in Nova 
Scotia, and my father before me. It was my grandfather who came from 
Clashmore. " 

In the Red River colony in the 1860s, however, there were not 
many second or third generation Scots. Most had come directly from 
the Old Land. There they met others of their kind, mostly young, 
mostly convinced that, in the New World, where a man was valued for 
himself alone, the future belonged to them. Some had already risen to 
positions of eminence in the political, professional, business and 
commercial life of the community. They merged with people of other 
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Portage and Main, c. 1874, Immigrants arriving 
Courtesy of Western Canada Pictorial Index 

nationalities, but they felt the need of something that would mark them 
as a breed apart. They felt this especially in terms of their social life. 
They felt the need of the companionship of their own kind. They 
wanted, outside of the regular routine of their days, the opportunity for 
fraternization with brither Scots. They longed for occasions when, in an 
atmosphere of reminiscing and conviviality, they could talk of the land 
from which they had come, and listen to the old stories and the old 
songs. 

Under these conditions, it was only a matter of time until a Scottish 
association of some kind was formed. It might have been a Burns Club. 
In the event it was a St. Andrew's Society. Founded in 1871 as the 
Selkirk St. Andrew's Society of Manitoba, it filled a genuine need in the 
lives of the Scots of Red River. Except for George Emmerling's 
short-lived Burns Club, it was the first Scottish association to be formed 
in Western Canada and, under the name of The St. Andrew's Society of 
Winnipeg, it has been in continuous existence ever since. 
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CHAPTER II 

Beginnings 

How did St. Andrew become the patron saint of Scotland? 
According to John's gospel, Andrew was the first man called to be a 
disciple of Jesus. Beyond that, the Scriptures tell us very little about him 
except that, after he became a disciple himself, his first act was to find 
his brother, Simon, and bring him to Jesus too. 

But legend fills in what the Scriptures neglect to say. After the 
ascension of Jesus, legend tells us, Andrew spent some time in Scythia, 
and later in Russia, where he became the first missionary to the 
Muscovites. Later, he returned to Jerusalem, and eventually found his 
way to Greece, where he was put to death at a place called Patrae. Like 
Jesus himself, Andrew met his death through crucifixion; but the 
legend tells us that he felt unworthy to die on the same type of cross as 
his Master, and the cross of St. Andrew is a diagonal, or cornerwise, 
cross as a result. 

Andrew was buried in Patrae, but it is said that, in the year 1208, 
his bones were removed to Amalfi, Italy. Some time before that, 
however, the story tells us that a certain St. Rule, or St. Regulus, who 
was custodian of the relics at Patrae, was visited by an angel who 
ordered him to take three finger-bones, an arm-bone and a knee-cap of 
Andrew and journey with them to the westernmost limits of the then 
known world, and there establish a city in honor of the apostle. That, 
we are told, is how Andrew became the patron saint of Scotland, and 
how, on the east coast of the Kingdom of Fife, the town of St. Andrew's 
was founded. 

There are people, of course, who doubt this story, and suggest that 
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the real reason Andrew was selected as Scotland's patron saint was 
because it was he who thriftily suggested to Jesus, after the feeding of 
the 5,000, that they ought to get some baskets to pick up what was left 
over. 

However Andrew came to be connected with Scotland, there can 
be no doubt that he is an appropriate patron saint for a people in whose 
life, especially in time past, religion has played a prominent part. But it 
was a long time before Scots would begin forming societies which bore 
his name. 

It is not the Scot in Scotland who has been mainly responsible for 
this, however. It is the Scot abroad. The Scot on his native heath can 
take or leave St. Andrew's societies. In the homeland he is among 
brither Scots and has no need to assert his Scottishness; but when he 
fares abroad he feels the need of a society which will help bind him to 
his own kind. He becomes sentimental about the land of his birth, or 
the land of his forefathers, and displays his Scottishness on every 
possible occasion. 

The Scot, of course, would not exchange his new home in his new 
land for his old home in Scotland, but he will write homesick poems 
and sing nostalgic songs about it. It is not the Scot at home, but the Scot 
abroad, who writes: 

From the lone shieling of the misty island 
Mountains divide us and the waste of seas -
Yet still the blood is strong, the heart is Highland, 
And we in dreams behold the Hebrides! 

No one ever felt or expressed the Scot's love of his native land 
better, perhaps, than Robert Louis Stevenson, himself an exile on an 
island in the distant southern seas: 

Blows the wind today, and the sun and the rain are flying; 
Blows the wind on the moors today and now, 

Where about the graves of the martyrs the whaups are 
crying, 

My heart remembers how. 

Grey, recumbent tombs of the dead in desert places; 
Standing-stones on the vacant, wine-red moor; 

Hills of sheep, and the howes of the silent, vanished races, 
And winds austere and pure! 

Be it granted to me to behold you again in dying, 
Hilfs of home! and to hear again the call-

Hear above the graves of the martyrs the peewees crying, 
And hear no more at all! 
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BEGINNINGS 

Rev. John Black 
Courtesy of Western Canada Pictorial Index 

The Scots who came to Winnipeg in the mid-1800s were in this 
tradition. They were also in the tradition that believed in moral 
uprightness, hard work and the rewards of free enterprise. It is a good 
job for Canada that they were. Without them and their kind Canada 
would never have become a nation, the c.P.R. would never have been 
built and the west never opened up for settlement. They were the right 
people in the right place at the right time. They may not have believed 
in the inevitability of progress, but they did believe that, with 
enterprise and hard work, progress was possible. Above all, unlike 
many people today, they believed in the future; and they believed that 
the future was theirs. 

This was no small thing in the circumstances in which they found 
themselves. True, in 1870, Manitoba had been thrust into national 
prominence by being made a province in the Canadian Confederation. 
But it was a small province compared to what it is today and contained 
only a few hundred inhabitants. Winnipeg itself - not yet officially 
recognized by that name - was a hamlet of a mere 215 souls, whose 
economy was still mainly dependent on the fur trade. 

Professor George Bryce, who was to become a prominent member 
of the St. Andrew's Society, and who had come west to accept a 
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teaching post at the newly established Manitoba College, describes the 
Winnipeg of that day in these words: 

Early in October, 1871, the writer remembers arriving in 
Winnipeg ... Our company alighted in front of the chief hotel in 
Winnipeg, on the west sIde of Main Street, immediately north of the 
McIntyre block. The writer had not expected to see in Winnipeg a 
beautiful or enterprising spot, but the sight of the hamlet on tnat 
clear autumn evening was a little more disappointing than the 
picture imagined. A street with a few irregular Duildings, some of 
them log, without a sidewalk unless it were a log with a slanting 
surface requiring in muddy weather the skill of a Blondin to walk it, 
and the two-storey yellow stopping place with its dim and smoky 
lights! Such was the Winnipeg of tnat day . . . 

The lack of sidewalks which Professor Bryce refers to was no small 
problem, for one of the most prominent, and certainly the most 
memorable, features of the Winnipeg of that day was mud. James A. 
Calder, who first arrived in the settlement a little over a decade after 
Professor Bryce, describes this phenomenon thus: 

My most vivid recollection ... was one of mud, mud 
everywhere, oceans of black sticky mud and great deep ruts in the 
streets. I saw hundreds of wagons and Red River carts drawn by 
horses and oxen with their wheels clogged with mud struggling to 
make progress. It truly was a weird, unforgettable sight . . . 

A second prominent feature of Winnipeg in 1871 was its isolation. 
It was fully 400 miles from the nearest railway, and over a thousand 
miles from the metropolitan centres of the east. The settlement could be 
reached by only three routes: the old Hudson's Bay Company supply 
route from Hudson Bay, by steamer from St. Paul, or by the Dawson 
Trail from Fort William. None of these routes had much to commend it; 
each involved a considerable amount of time, expense and hardship. 
One woman, on hearing of the difficulties encountered by her husband 
in reaching the Red River settlement, sardonically commented, "I think 
Manitoba is like heaven in one thing - it is entered through much 
tribulation." It was not until the opening of the rail line to Pembina in 
1879, and the construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway in the 1880s, 
that the problem of accessibility was overcome. 

Despite Winnipeg's isolation and unimposing stature, however, its 
inhabitants had an intractable faith in the future of the settlement, and 
indeed of the entire Northwest. They envisioned themselves as the 
future inhabitants of a teeming metropolis - the Chicago of the North. 
This growth, they believed, would not be spontaneous; it would 
require hard work and enterprise and the impetus of a small but able 
group of community leaders. 
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Already a number of these leaders, many of them Scots, had 
emerged in the community and had begun to assert themselves. They 
formed a cohesive commercial, political and social elite, and had a 
strong say in determining the lines along which development would 
take place. They had essentially two goals in mind: one, that material 
growth would be as rapid as possible; and two, that the precepts, 
values and social forms of the west would emulate those of the east, 
with their roots in Great Britain. 

The group which directed Winnipeg's growth in these ways was 
predominantly of British stock, many of them having come to 
Winnipeg after residing for some time in eastern Canada. They brought 
with them eastern culture, values and precepts, which were to serve as 
models in the development of the west. Manitoba, they decided, was to 
be formed in the image of Ontario - a task successfully accomplished 
by the great migration in the 1870s and 1880s. (From a Scottish - and 
St. Andrew's - standpoint, it is interesting to note that many of these 
new settlers came from Ontario counties bearing Scottish names -
Perth, Bruce and Glengarry.) 

It was out of the desire for growth and social development, 
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emulative of Ontario, as well as to maintain ties with the Old Land, that 
the various national societies - St. Andrew's, St. George's and St. 
Patrick's - came into being. Such organizations were common in the 
eastern, established areas, and their transplantation into the west was a 
natural development. 

The formation of clubs, moreover, was necessary if Winnipeg was 
to have any pretensions to urban status: they lent an air of civility and 
sophistication to the frontier environment. They also gave impetus to 
the movement for expansion, as they fostered greater cohesion among 
those who would lead the movement. 

The most prestigious and influential of these clubs was the 
Manitoba Club, which was established three years after the St. 
Andrew's Society, in 1874. W. L. Morton, in his prize-winning 
Manitoba: A History/ describes it as "a club which was not partisan or 
professional, but select in that membership in it was practically a 
certificate of leadership in the commercial community of Winnipeg." 
The Manitoba Club, indeed, included not only the commercial elite, but 
the political, professional and social elite as well. 

But the St. Andrew's Society also had an elite in it. Its membership 
may have been drawn from all walks in life, but its executive (or Board 
of Managers) reads almost like a "Who's Who" of the Winnipeg of that 
day. The President, Donald A. Smith, was an active participant in 
local political and commercial spheres; Andrew Graham Ballenden 
Bannatyne, vice-president, was one of the wealthiest and most 
prominent men in the province; Gilbert McMicken, Dominion Lands 
Agent, is described by the analysts Steen and Bryce as possibly the man 
most responsible for "the upbuilding and development of this Province 
and the Northwest generally"; and J. F. Bain, a noted lawyer, and Rev. 
John Black, the pioneer Presbyterian minister, also held office. 

Considering their importance in the Society and the confidence 
they held in Winnipeg's future, it was only reasonable that these men 
would desire the formation of an institution which they considered an 
attribute of civilization. Being Scots, it was natural that that institution 
would have a link with their Scottish heritage. (Of the men mentioned 
in the preceding paragraph, only J. F. Bain was not born in Scotland.) 

In the celebrating of things Scottish, moreover, they were only 
following the example of Scots in other outposts of Empire. Indeed, as 
far as the Canadian west is concerned, they were following a tradition 
already established. St. Andrew's Day, as has been noted, had been 
celebrated at Fort Ellice as early as 1793; it had been celebrated in 
Winnipeg (then known as Fort Garry) in 1867; and the commemoration 
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of the centenary of Sir Walter Scott's birthday had been observed as 
recently as August, 1871. 

The tone and character of the St. Andrew's Society throughout its 
history owes much to the men who founded it, and to the 
circumstances of its inception. This is not to suggest that there have 
been no changes in policy or programs over the years. In the very 
nature of things, change had to occur. The Society has always remained 
abreast of current developments. As we shall see at a later point in this 
narrative, it has a relevance for the 1980s as it had for the 1870s. But it is 
with the 1870s that we are concerned at this point. 

The Society was born at a time when men had an almost inborn 
belief in progress, when rugged individualism was accepted as part of 
the natural order of life, when the doctrine of laissez faire was in its 
heyday. Adam Smith's The Wealth of Nations may not have been in 
their personal libraries but, almost by a process of osmosis, they had 
absorbed its tenets. Optimism was in the air. There was a faith, not 
only in the Society but in the community, that the future of the west 
would unfold great things. They believed in progress because they saw 
the results of progress all about them. They were dependent on this 
progress for their material well-being. 

St. Andrew's members may have formed their Society to keep alive 
the tradition of things Scottish in a new environment; but without 
losing their identity as Scots, they had become good citizens of the land 
of their adoption. They believed in the future and were prepared to 
work for it. And their confidence never wavered. They believed that 
the Northwest had in it "the making of a great country, perhaps the 
best part of the Empire." 

In the early years of the Society there are many evidences of this 
optimism. Perhaps its best illustration is in the words of Alexander 
Begg, a prominent Society member, who concluded his narrative of the 
history of Winnipeg from 1870 to 1879 with this claim: 

That Winnireg is destined to be the great distributing and 
railway centre 0 tne Northwest is now no empty figure of speech, 
for it admits no denial, it being all but an accomplished fact. If we 
have been prosperous in the past, no great amount of prophecy is 
required to predict the era of multiplied prosperity that awaits us in 
the immediate future ... Ten years from now she will be ten times 
the size she is today. Her levees will be lined with steamboats; her 
river banks with elevators; her industries and manufacturers will 
spring up in her midst and the shrill whistle of the locomotive, the 
nch burden of cereal products from the supporting west, will ring in 
the dawn of the creation of a wealthy and prosperous city, that the 
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boldest enthusiasts until now have hardly had the audacity to 
contemplate. 

Begg may have been a bit grandiose in his prophecies for 
Winnipeg's future, and he was certainly out in his time schedule. But 
eventually three of his forecasts were to come true: for years Winnipeg 
was to be the main distributing centre for the Northwest, the C.P.R. 
was to build there one of the largest privately owned freight yards in 
the world, and the Grain Exchange was to be the centre of the grain 
trade for decades. 

Begg and other members of the St. Andrew's Society were not 
content merely to prophesy about the future greatness of the city; with 
other members of the community they endeavored to speed that end. 
George Bryce, possibly having himself and fellow Winnipeg Scots in 
mind, wrote: "In going to anew country you must give up society; but 
then you may assist in building up a new society in which you may 
form a more important factor than in the one you have left." 

This certainly became true for many members of the Society, who 
became vital components in the Winnipeg community, like Bryce 
himself. He had the double title of Professor and Head of the newly 

Nisbet Hall 
Courtesy of Western Canada Pictorial Index 
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established Manitoba College, and he rapidly established himself as a 
community leader. As educator, churchman and historian, he was an 
indefatigable worker. He looked forward to the day when the college 
would become a degree-granting body in Theology, and when he 
would be named its first Principal. But when the day came in 1883, he 
was doomed to disappointment. The college authorities chose another 
Scot, Dr. John M. King, for the job; and Bryce, like Achilles of old, was 
left to sulk in despair. 

But he was a hard man to keep down. He was exceedingly 
ambitious and desired to be noted. The final evidence of this appears 
on his tombstone, which was erected many years before he died. His 
wife had predeceased him in 1920 and was buried in Old Kildonan 
cemetery. After her death, he caused a beautiful red· granite tombstone 
to be placed over her grave. On it was her name and the names of 
several causes which she had supported. But on it, above the name of 
his wife, was his own name and the record of what he had 
accomplished. He was going to make sure that none of his 
achievements was overlooked! When he finally died in 1931, all that 
had to be added was the date of his death. The tombstone contains 
these words: 

REV. GEORGE BRYCE 
D.D., LL.D. 

Born in Mount Pleasant 
Brant Co. Ont. April 22, 1844 

Founder of Manitoba College 1871 
Organized Knox Church, Wpg., 1872 

A Founder of Manitoba University 
Dedicated Ninety Churches 

A historian of Western Canada 
Died Aug. 5, 1931 

As a footnote to this, beside the granite tombstone, there is a tiny 
stone to mark the grave of the Bryces' infant son - a reminder of the 
relatively high mortality rate among children which prevailed in those 
days. 

The cemetery at Old Kildonan bears evidence of a number of such 
tragedies, and has some remarkable memorials as well. Perhaps the 
most unusual stone, situated immediately east of the church, is one to a 
man whose body is not there. There is an element of wistfulness and 
pathos in the inscription, which reads: 
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ERECTED 
IN MEMORY OF 

SAMUEL HENDERSON 
Who left his house 

sound & well July 4th 
1864 and did not return 

nor after the most diligent 
search have any traces 
of him been found. He 
was an humble-minded 

Christian. AE 74 yrs. 
A native of ORKNEY 

When the city was incorporated in 1874, it was a remarkable 
occurrence. There was little to justify urban status, and it was only the 
determination and ambition of the community leaders which made it 
possible. As Dr. Bryce remarked: "It showed a consciousness of its own 
importance when Winnipeg was incorporated that it became at once a 
city. It did not go through the chrysalis stage of village or town ... " 

St. Andrew's members were at the forefront of the movement for 
incorporation, though some originally held back. Among the propo
nents for city status was Alexander Begg, who claimed that he was the 
first to make a public statement on the subject; and other members of 
the Society played a prominent role in the new city's political life. 
Alexander Logan, for example, served as alderman for several years, 
and was mayor in 1879, 1880, 1882 and 1884. As one historian has 
noted: 

He was directly involved in almost every project undertaken to 
rromote the city's growth and prosperity during these years. From 
the first day on city council Logan's faith in Winnipeg never 
wavered . . . [he] never lost the clear conviction that WinniReg was 
to be the "Chicago of the Canadian Prairies" and lithe Bull s Eye of 
the Dominion." 

Logan was not the only St. Andrew's member to occupy the 
mayor's chair during this crucial early period and later, among them 
being Gilbert McMicken, Alexander (Sandy) Macdonald and R. D. 
(Dick) Waugh. And the tradition has been revived in our own time: 
Winnipeg's present mayor, William Norrie, is also a member of the St. 
Andrew's Society. 

In the 1870s, however, Winnipeggers were discovering that it takes 
more than an act of incorporation and the election of a mayor to give a 
city urban status. A city requires certain amenities and services which 
set it apart from the country village. 
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St. Andrew's members were involved in the first efforts to 
establish a Board of Trade in 1873, and were present when these efforts 
finally succeeded in 1879. The Board of Trade was particularly 
significant as it would prove to be a leading advocate of subsequent 
urban development. It was described by one historian as "the very 
exemplification or mobilization of the city's business community." As 
for The Historical and Scientific Society, an organization of interested 
amateur scholars devoted to the pursuit of knowledge, it, too, had a St. 
Andrew's tinge to it, Alexander Begg, Gilbert McMicken and George 
Bryce being among its founders. 

Like the St. Andrew's Society itself, the General Hospital pre-dates 
the city's incorporation. It was begun in 1872 by private action and set 
up in restricted quarters on the bank of the Red. In 1875 it was 
incorporated and later moved to its present site (where it is now part of 
the Health Sciences Centre), the gift of Andrew McDermot and A. G. B. 
Bannatyne. The St. Andrew's Society cannot lay claim to McDermot, 
who was an Irishman, but Bannatyne was its first vice-president and 
second president. It was from these two men that the streets 
immediately south and north of the hospital derived their names. 

Early photograph of Winnipeg General Hospital 
Courtesy of Western Canada Pictorial Index 
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Other Winnipeg streets were to be named after other members of 
the Society. Alexander Logan, for example, had two streets named 
after him - Alexander Avenue and Logan Avenue; John Black was to 
give his name to John Black Avenue near his church at Old Kildonan; 
and Donald Smith is remembered by no fewer than four streets -
Donald, Smith, Strathcona, and Mount Royal. (The list is representa
tive rather than inclusive, but it gives an indication of the prominence 
of St. Andrew's members in the early life of the city.) 

Many individuals had predicted great things for Winnipeg and, in 
the late nineteenth century and the first decade of the twentieth 
century, great things were occurring. From a population of a little over 
200 in 1871, Winnipeg, by 1911, had become the third largest city in the 
country, with a population of 130,000. Real estate values were rising, 
construction booming, trade expanding. With the exception of the 
recessions of 1883-85 and 1913-14, Winnipeg, prior to the First World 
War, enjoyed a period of unprecedented, continual growth. 

The optimism that accompanied this achievement was reflected in 
the life of the Society. As shall be demonstrated in a later chapter, it 
fostered a number of projects and events which affected not only its 
own members but the citizenry as a whole. The idea of forming a 
Scottish society was part of the cultural baggage that the founders had 
brought with them. But this was not the only thing they carried in their 
mental suitcases. They also brought with them the much more 
significant concept of loyalty. 

For the immigrant, loyalty was never an easy matter. Beyond the 
individual's loyalty to himself, there existed the fundamental problem 
of where his extended loyalty should lie. In the case of those who were 
Scots by birth, there was the problem of a split loyalty. Should it be to 
the land of their birth or the land of their adoption? The writer recalls 
facing this problem of a split loyalty in his own experience. While still 
in his teens, only a few years after he had arrived in Winnipeg from 
Scotland, he gave voice to this dilemma in a poem which was published 
on the editorial page of the Winnipeg Free Press. It began: 

0, which land shall be my land, 
To which shall I be true, 
To Canada or Scotland, 
The old love or the new? 

The members of the St. Andrew's Society solved this dilemma by 
creating a sort of hierarchy of loyalty. They would remain proud of 
their Scottish heritage, dedicated to the land of their adoption and loyal 
to the British Empire and its institutions both at home and abroad. 
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The loyalty most readily associated with the St. Andrew's Society 
is, of course, loyalty to Scotland. This was only natural, as one of the 
prime purposes of the organization was to honor the Scottish heritage 
and preserve it in a new land. The Society's objectives included "the 
encouragement of the national costume and games; to cultivate a taste 
for Scottish music and literature; and of binding more closely together 
all Scotchmen and those of Scottish descent." 

The Society, in a word, attempted to recreate a part of the Old 
Country in the New. The Old Country, or "home," was exceedingly 
important to the Scot. As Rev. Charles W. Gordon (a St. Andrew's 
member better known to his millions of readers as Ralph Connor) once 
wrote: "With him (the Scot), wherever he may dwell, whatever other 
lands may do for him, there is only one homeland." It is a remarkable 
feature of the Scot that the length of his stay in any country never 
breaks the tie that binds him to "home." 

Dr. Samuel Johnson once facetiously remarked, "Much may be 
made of a Scotchman, if he be caught young." But whatever is made of 
him, or whatever he makes of himself, he maintains his loyalty to the 
land of his birth. It was and has been so in the history of the St. 
Andrew's Society of Winnipeg. Loyalty to Canada exists, and it is a 
very real loyalty, but it can never fully eradicate the Scottish instincts 
which lurk deep in the heart. 

What is a matter of pride to Scotsmen, however, is not always 
appreciated by others. As one writer jocularly noted: 

Persistence of nationality is one of the remarkable traits of the 
Scot. You may catch him young in the Old Land and take him to his 
new land and school him and mold him and Canadianize him and 
operate on his tongue and have him say,ing "Gee, it's hot" instead 
of "Lash me, but she's war-r-m the day' and put pants on him and 
have him looking like an ordinary member of the community, but all 
this will not prevent him from breaking out on you. 

Despite this characteristic of the Scot, however, it has never 
prevented him from being a loyal citizen of the land of his adoption. 
Indeed, this is where the Canadian Scot's first allegiance has always 
lain. From the beginning in the St. Andrew's Society members were 
encouraged to focus their attention not only on Scotland but on 
Canada. Scotland may have been their birthplace, or the birthplace of 
their fathers, but Canada was now their home. 

The concept of Canada held by early members of the Society, 
however, was very different from that held by most Canadians today. 
They had no thought of Canada becoming an independent nation, and 
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still less could they foresee the disintegration of the British Empire. 
Loyalty to the Empire was as much part of their lives as loyalty to 
Canada, or even to Scotland. Most of them would have echoed Sir John 
A. Macdonald's sentiment: II A British subject I was born, a British 
subject I will die." 

This final loyalty (to the Empire) was as natural to people of British 
origin as breathing. Imperialism, like rugged individualism, was in the 
air. It led, in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, to the 
movement for Imperial Federation. Those were the days in which the 
sun truly never set on the British Empire. Closer, not looser, ties with 
the Mother Country was the aim. And there were good reasons for this. 
Britain had not proved a despotic tyrant in her relationship with her 
colonies. She had g!ven the world responsible government, the 
parliamentary system and civil liberties. Canada, it was felt, shared in 
these achievements, and was enriched by them. Not only members of 
the St. Andrew's Society but Canadians generally believed in loyalty to 
the Empire. 

This, then, is the portrait of the Society that we find in its early 
years. It had been founded on a Scottish base, but in a Canadian 
environment. Its leaders played a prominent role in the development of 
the Winnipeg community. It was based on a triple loyalty - to 
Scotland, Canada and the Empire. And, while passe today, this final 
loyalty cannot be overlooked. Like most Canadians of that era, the 
members of the St. Andrew's Society were bent on building a strong, 
new country, but they had no thought of it becoming a separate entity 
in the sense that it would cease to be part of the British Empire. Most of 
them were content with their status as a colony of Great Britain, an 
outpost of Empire where the flag was kept flying. And, as things were 
in those days, there was nothing wrong with that. 
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CHAPTER III 

Projects and Events, 1871-1950 

At the time of its inception in 1871, the St. Andrew's Society of 
Winnipeg had two main objectives in view: the promotion of Scottish 
culture in a new land, and the care and welfare of immigrant Scots who 
were in need. In the early years of the Society - and, indeed, to a 
certain extent up to the beginning of the Second World War - the 
second of these objectives was a matter of genuine concern. All of the 
founders of the Society were themselves immigrants, either directly 
from Scotland or indirectly from Eastern Canada, and they knew how 
difficult the lot of the immigrant could be. 

They realized, for example, that emigration means much more 
than the leaving of one area of settlement for another; that it is a 
journey of the mind and the emotions as well as of the body. From 
personal experience they knew that it is no simple matter to leave the 
land called home for another land that is distant, unknown, and in 
many ways forbidding. This was particularly true when emigration was 
to a new land and a community that was not yet fully established, a 
community of pioneers. They themselves had known the dislocation 
that such a move brings, and the cultural shock that comes when the 
immigrant has to adjust to new customs and values; and they were 
appreciative of these difficulties in the lives of others. 

In the face of this realization the Society/ through its members, 
took a variety of steps to help the immigrant, though unfortunately not 
too much of this is recorded for us in the Society's minutes. There were 
two reasons for this: one, that much of the help provided came from 
individual members rather than from the Society itself; the other, that 
Scots - especially of that era - were a proud, independent people 
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who disliked taking handouts. Under these circumstances, the Society 
respected their attitude and kept its benevolences private. 

That there was need for such benevolence is easily under
standable. There were no such things as Manpower, Unemployment 
Insurance, Medicare or Legal Aid in those days. It was the era of 
rugged individualism when the individual had to sink or swim on his 
own. In time of stress his only recourse was to seek the assistance of 
family or friends or of a voluntary organization such as the St. 
Andrew's Society. 

As has been noted, much of the assistance that the Society 
provided came from individual members. Was an immigrant Scot at a 
loose end and looking for employment? Among the Society's members 
were a number of men who were prominent in the business 
community and themselves employers of labor: they could either 
provide a job themselves or secure one through the contacts they had in 
the business world. Was there need for medical assistance for a family 
in want? From the beginning the Society had an Honorary Physician 
who would look after such cases free of charge. Was there need for 
legal advice? Where circumstances warranted the Society could provide 
this aid through its Honorary Solicitor without cost to the recipient. 
Was an immigrant lonely and in need of the company of his ain folk? 
He could find it in the Society's clubrooms which were opened in 1880. 
Was an immigrant in need of funds? Again the Society could be 
appealed to. Even in cases of financial distress, however, the Society 
itself did not always provide the funds. More often than not they came 
out of the pockets of individual members, and were not for the record. 

The periods in which this type of help was most necessary, of course, 
were the periods of mass immigration, the late 1800s and the decade 
immediately before and after the First World War. But there was also 
great need in the 1930s during the dark days of the Depression. By the 
beginning of the Second World War, however, this phase of the 
Society's work had virtually come to an end. During the war there was 
ample employment for everybody who was not serving in the armed 
forces and, following the war, Canada experienced a period of 
unparalleled prosperity so that the Society's benevolences were seldom 
required. By this time, too, the periods of mass immigration were over. 
By the early 1950s, because of changed circumstances, the benevolent 
work of the Society was effectively finished. From then on it would 
place its emphasis less on benevolence and more on the promotion of 
Scottish culture. With all the government and other agencies designed 
to help the needy today, there is no place for the charitable work once 
done by the St. Andrew's Society and other such organizations. 
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The report on the Society's benevolences should not conclude, 
however, without a word on one of the last benevolent acts it 
performed. To appreciate this act it should be understood that, almost 
from the beginning, there had been a close liaison between the Society 
and the Winnipeg Police Force; and, in the 1950s, it was not entirely 
fortuitous that the Society's telephone number coincided with that of 
the Chief of Police. One of the reasons for this was that it was felt that 
applicants for assistance would be well-screened by the Chief 
Constable so that the Society would not be duped into providing help 
where it was not warranted. At the time of the incident in question, the 
Chief Constable was Charles MacIver who had been President of the 
Society in the years 1950-51. 

On the whole, as far as the screening process was concerned, Chief 
MacIver did an admirable job. But, on this particular occasion, he was 
fooled. A young man had come to him professing to be the son of Rev. 
Richmond Craig, the popular Scottish minister of Grace Church during 
the 1930s, and the man who had founded Goodwill Industries as a 
means of providing jobs during the Depression and helping people 
who were in need. Apparently the young man had a very convincing 
story - he had been out of work for some time and all he wanted was 
enough money to get back to Vancouver where his father then lived. 

It is not known what "screening" Chief MacIver did on the young 
man, but apparently he felt that the least the Society could do was to 
come to the assistance of the son of such an illustrious father. On the 
Chief's recommendation, the money was provided and the young man 
was on his way. It was not until some time later that it was discovered 
he was not Richmond Craig's son at all. The famous clergyman had 
only one son, Alan, who was at that time living and gainfully employed 
in Pembroke, Ontario. In 1956, at his father's suggestion, he returned 
to Winnipeg to become President and Manager of Goodwill Industries, 
a position which he still holds. 

Chief MacIver was a tough policeman who did not blush easily; 
but his face could become very red indeed when he was reminded of 
how he had been duped by Richmond Craig's "son". 

But to return to the earlier history of the Society. It was a gala 
affair, complete with music and an appropriate program, when the St. 
Andrew's Society opened its first clubrooms in September of 1880; 
though, truth to tell, the rooms were somewhat less than imposing. 
They did, however, provide a comfortable place where members and 
friends could meet or read. The rooms were open on Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday evenings. Throughout the rest of the week 
they were rented out for the sum of two dollars per night. 
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As the Society acquired bigger and better rooms, the attractions 
they offered increased. Billiard tables were added, and space was made 
available for card-playing. A nominal fee was charged for the use of the 
tables, and this was put toward the maintenance of the rooms. Billiards 
and card-playing proved to be popular for many years, and contributed 
significantly to the revenue of the Society. 

For those with more literary tastes, there was a library stocked with 
a selection of British, American and Canadian magazines, along with a 
number of books on Scottish culture and history. The reading room 
was made more attractive by the addition of paintings, many of them 
depicting Scottish scenes, and some of them quite valuable. The Society 
itself owned some of these paintings, but others were given on loan by 
individual members. In time, a piano was also provided for 
entertainment. 

The main purpose of the rooms, of course, was simply that they 
offered a place where brither Scots could foregather and feel that they 
were no longer strangers in a strange land. As one Winnipeg Scottish 
association expressed it: "How it warms the lonely, hungry hearts of 
newcomers to be met and welcomed by an organization from the dear 
old places and how much easier it is to make the inevitable 
readjustments when advised and befriended by 'folk frae hame'." 

As the clubrooms were only leased, frequent moves became 
necessary. Some of these moves resulted from dissatisfaction with the 
existing location; others were dictated by financial constraint. A fire in 
the Avenue Block in 1913, which caused $2,800 in damages, forced one 
such change of location. In time, the frequent moves and the inability to 
secure the right type of accommodation led some members to suggest 
that the Society erect a building of its own. As early as 1885 there had 
been discussions on this subject, to the point that Donald Smith 
contributed $250 toward a fund for a permanent hall. 

No action was taken until 1904, when a site was recommended and 
plans for a building were actually drawn up. The building, which was 
to have two floors and a basement, with the second storey divided into 
bachelor quarters, was to be built on land which the Society hoped to 
obtain at the corner of Edmonton Street and Graham Avenue. 

For a time, everything looked favorable. The building would be 
centrally located and would have sufficient space to accommodate all 
the Society's activities. It was envisioned, moreover, as the central 
meeting place of all the Winnipeg Scottish associations and the 
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headquarters of the Scottish people in Winnipeg. But, as Burns long 
ago noted, "the best laid plans 0' mice and men gang aft agley." The 
desire for a permanent Scottish hall - a St. Andrew's Hall, as it was to 
be called - was never realized. Despite efforts in the 1920s to involve 
other Scottish societies in the project, financial difficulties and 
disagreements among the various associations led to the abandonment 
of the plan, and the building was never erected. 

The rented clubrooms, however, continued in use. Initially, they 
provided a venue where Scottish immigrants, and the descendants of 
immigrants, could meet and socialize. During the two World Wars they 
were open to military personnel stationed in or near the city. In 
addition, they provided a place where the Society could conduct its 
business and hold some of its entertainments, such as its New Year's 
Receptions. 

Such service did not come cheaply. The maintenance of the 
clubrooms heavily taxed the revenues of the Society. The annual fee for 
membership has always been nominal: for many years it was no more 
than $5; even today it is only $15. The result was that, on many 
occasions, the Board of Managers was confronted with the decision as 
to whether or not the rental of the rooms should be continued. Finally, 
by the 1950s, the development of other public entertainments brought 
the issue to a head. Only two persons, it was discovered, were 
regularly making use of the rooms and one was using them for business 
rather than social purposes. It was decided that their continuance was 
no longer advisable. In 1953 the rooms were closed permanently, and 
that particular era in the history of the Society came to an end. 

The clubrooms, however, represented only one of the Society's 
many projects. From its earliest days, on an intermittent basis, the 
Society provided a variety of other types of entertainment. Some of 
these were organized exclusively for the enjoyment of the members, 
but others involved virtually the entire Winnipeg Scottish community. 
Tournaments in the traditional Scottish sports of golf and curling were 
instituted during the early years of the twentieth century, and 
excursions by rail to Rat Portage (now Kenora) were organized at an 
even earlier date. The Rat Portage excursions - always highly 
successful- continued until 1906, when the c.P.R. refused to provide 
a special train for this purpose. 

The Society sponsored other special events during its early years. 
Being at that time the only Scottish society in the city, it had the field for 
Scottish entertainments all to itself. It observed January 25 (Burns' 
birthday), Hallowe'en and the New Year. That these celebrations were 
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most enjoyable is attested to by the Winnipeg Tribune's account of the 
New Year's Day reception of 1930: 

Friends met one another, talked over old times, listened to 
favorite songs, and departed feeling it had been an afternoon well 
spent. The program of entertainment was ever mindful of the land 
of the heather, which has contributed so many songs to the 
upbuilding of Canada. The skid of pipes awakened memories of 
brave deeas in history. 
Other entertainments were of a more public nature. For a time 

during the nineteenth century the Society organized an extravagant 
Dominion Day celebration in which the entire city could participate. 
The day's proceedings began with a colorful, boisterous procession 
through the streets. The marchers - among them members of the fire 
and police departments, pipers, a band, and St. Andrew's members 
"wearing every variety of the Scottish bonnet" - beckoned 
Winnipeggers to join them in either Dufferin or Driving Park, located 
on Broadway (also known as Old Driving Park), where the festivities 
were held. 

The grounds of the park were gaily decorated, with "flags and 
bunting being displayed everywhere." In the afternoon athletic 
contests took place, a sort of preview of what, at a later date, was to 

Winnipeg's Cenotaph, site of Old Driving Park 
Courtesy of G. Cairns, WINNIPEG FREE PRESS 
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become the Highland Games. In addition to such regular events as 
running and jumping, there were the traditional Scottish sports -
tossing the caber, putting the shot and throwing the hammer. And 
there was a mammoth tug-of-war between the Highlands and the 
Lowlands. This event elicited the fiercest of rivalries, not only among 
competitors but among spectators as well. No side could bear to lose. 
The newspaper account of the tug-of-war in the 1880 Games reads as 
follows: 

The tug-of-war between the Highlands and the Lowlands was a 
most exciting affair. After the teams had been selected the pull 
began, when the Lowlanders got a slight advantage. No sooner, 
however, was this noticed than men poured in from all directions 
... catching at either end of the rope with the side with which their 
sympathy lay. Order was at lengtn restored ... the crowd driven 
back by the (restraining) ropes and the two teams took their 
positions again. 

In this particular year the Lowlanders were destined to win. The 
heads of the Highlanders, however, were bloody but unbowed. They 
vowed that they would live to fight (or pull) another day and that, 
when that happened, the situation would be reversed. 

The athletes received considerable support for their efforts; the 
Games at times attracted upwards of 5,000 spectators. In the 
presentation ceremonies in the evening, handsome prizes, including 
silver cups, were awarded to the two top finishers in each event. 
Competitors at the Games in 1881 had the special privilege of having 
their prizes awarded by the then Governor General of Canada, the 
Marquis of Lorne. 

After the presentations, a promenade concert took place and 
dancing and piping competitions were held, followed by a fireworks 
display. The celebrations concluded with the singing of Auld Lang 
Syne and God Save the Queen. (In 1883, a colorful addition to the 
evening's entertainment was "a splendid program of music" played by 
the Winnipeg Field Battery Band and the Foresters' Band.) 

For those with more sophisticated tastes, the Society also staged a 
number of concerts and recitals. These, usually of a Scottish nature, 
featured both Canadian and touring Scottish artists. They added 
significantly to Winnipeg's entertainment scene and provided islands 
of light during the dark prairie winters. There is every evidence that 
they were much appreciated. The Manitoba Free Press, in reviewing a 
recital by Miss Jenny Taggart, remarked that "the St. Andrew's Society 
of Winnipeg has given to the residents of Winnipeg from time to time 
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some of the best musical events in the city's history." The Free Press 
also said of the Durward Lely concert of 1895: 

There was not one vacant seat in the Bijou last evening, the 
popularity of the great Scotch tenor proving sufficient to fill the 
house to the doors. The concert was a great success, and every 
selection was received with warm manifestations of approval . . . It 
is generally: considered that Mr. Lely is the greatest smger who has 
ever visited Winnipeg. 

Profits accruing from performances, such as those of Taggart and 
Lely, were credited to the Society's benevolent account, thus 
permitting this important phase of its work to carry on. 

From these samples of its activities, it is obvious that, in its 
younger days, the Society was extremely active in staging public 
events. However, the creation of other Scottish societies, which also 
ventured into the entertainment field, gradually limited the Society's 
activities. There is almost a note of frustration in the Annual Report of 
1908, which noted: 

The annual sources of revenue from concerts and the 
excursions to Kenora have been eliminated through the action of 
other Scottish societies in appropriating events that were usually 
observed by this Society. The Burns Club has taken over Burns' 
anniversary; the Scottish Athletic Association has taken supervision 
of the Highland Garnes; Clan Stewart observes Hallowe'en and 
Hogrnanay:, and also gives concerts. The Highland Society and Sons 
of Scotland also entered the field as rivals in entertainments, hence 
the difficulty of realizing, as in the former years, any revenue from 
such sources. 

The situation was made even more difficult with the development 
of a host of other Scottish associations in the 1910s and 1920s. From 
then on, until comparatively recent times, the Society was to limit its 
activities in the entertainment field and concentrate mainly on the 
organization of its Annual Dinner, on or near November 30. 

There is no doubt that the creation of new Scottish societies 
considerably hampered the programs once espoused by the St. 
Andrew's Society; but, seen in retrospect, their arrival on the scene was 
to be welcomed rather than deplored. For the most part, they were not 
rivals of the St. Andrew's Society but complementary to it. They 
concentrated on certain projects, programs and events and, in many 
cases, provided services that the St. Andrew's Society could not. 
The Sons of Scotland, for example, offered both health and life 
insurance, as well as a convivial and congenial atmosphere in its 
various camps. The Gaelic Society catered to the special needs 
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of Gaelic-speaking Scots. The Scottish Literary Society had its appeal 
for the literary-minded. And the various shire (or county) societies 
provided a special atmosphere of home for people who came from the 
same areas in Scotland. Even the Burns Club and the Scottish Athletic 
Association did not consider themselves rivals of St. Andrew's: they 
were simply concentrating on the special events with which they felt a 
primary concern. 

There was only one society, indeed, which considered itself an 
out-and-out rival - The Caledonians. It included in its membership 
many prominent Winnipeg Scots; but it had neither the tradition nor 
the staying power of the St. Andrew's Society, and, by the time of the 
Second World War, its numbers had been considerably depleted. A few 
years after the war it passed out of existence; and, since then, the St. 
Andrew's Society has had the field of its own interests entirely to itself. 

The emergence of a number of other Scottish associations, 
however, did lead to problems in other areas. Was there no way in 
which they could work together? Could they not, somehow, be 
brought under one umbrella? It took a long time for this concept to 
come to fruition, but it finally did in February 1918, with the formation 
of the United Scottish Association, of which the St. Andrew's Society 
eventually became an affiliate in 1930. 

Of special interest to St. Andrew's members is the fact that the first 
meetings that led to the formation of the United Scottish were chaired 
by a St. Andrew's member, R. D. (Dick) Waugh, and that the secretary 
of the United Scottish since 1944 has been W. K. (Bill) Logan, who has 
been a member of the Board of Managers of the St. Andrew's Society 
for many years. Mr. Waugh not only chaired the meetings that led to 
the formation of the United Scottish, he was its first President, and 
again served in that office from 1933 till the time of his death in 1938. 

In the 1948 Hallowe'en Annual, a publication of the United 
Scottish Association, W. K. Logan describes the Association's origin 
thus: 

The founding of the United Scottish Association was the direct 
result of an idea conceived by the Winnipeg Gaelic Society for 
bringing about closer relationship between the many Scottish 
societies in Winnipeg. They sponsored a meeting in the Fairbairn 
Hall to which representatives of other Scottish organizations were 
invited, and it was at this meeting on a frosty February evening in 
1918 that the United Scottish Association was born. 

Representatives of only six societies attended that first meeting, 
but so enthusiastic was their response to the idea that definite plans 
soon began to take shape . . . Various meetings were held under 
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the chairmanship of the late R. D. Waugh, who did much to 
promote and encourage the development of the Association. A 
constitution embodying the principles under which the Association 
still operates was finally adopted in June ... From that day on, the 
Association has never looked back and with the passing of years its 
membership has more than doubled . . . 

Under the banner of the United Scottish, much was under
taken that could never have been attempted by individual societies on 
their own. In 1919, for example, in co-operation with its affiliates, it 
sponsored the first of the many Hallowe'en Carnivals which were to 
play such a prominent part in the lives of Winnipeg Scots for the next 
30-odd years. 

In its earliest form, the first night of the Carnival was devoted to a 
full concert, the other evenings being occupied by dancing competi
tions, carnival games, adult masquerades and jitney dancing (where 
the individual paid so much per dance). The afternoons included a 
baby show and juvenile masquerades. The earlier Carnivals were held 
in the old Board of Trade Building, but moved to the Winnipeg Rink in 
1925, to Minto Armouries in 1926, and to the Winnipeg Auditorium 
(now the provincial library and archives) in 1933. The Carnivals lasted 
for two, sometimes three, days. 

In 1923, in conjunction with the Carnival, the first in a series 
of Hallowe'en Annuals (a beautifully produced souvenir magazine) 
made its appearance. It was a publication that contained items of 
literary and historical interest and was the inspiration of J. T. Mitchell 
(then Editor of the old Western Home Monthly), under whose 
guidance it grew in stature and in quality year by year. Mr. Mitchell 
continued as editor until 1949. On his death, David Cooper took over 
the editorship and continued in this capacity until 1952, when he left 
Winnipeg to reside in Victoria. John M. Fowlis was editor from 1953 
until 1955, when publication ceased. 

There is no record of the St. Andrew's Society taking part in the 
Hallowe' en Carnivals, but they were a prominent feature of Scottish 
life in Winnipeg for many years and cannot be overlooked in this 
history. 

Another organization to the credit of the United Scottish 
Association was the United Scottish Choir. Formed in 1916 before the 
United Scottish was officially founded, it achieved its greatest fame 
under United Scottish auspices. Its first leader was Madam MacAdam 
Murray. She led the choir through the first three years of its existence 
and, on her retirement, there was some consternation as to how the 
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choir would be able to continue. Into this breach stepped George 
Mathieson, a long-time member of the St. Andrew's Society, who be
came Society President in the years 1949-50. Mr. Mathieson tided the 
choir over until another leader could be found, in the person of the noted 
Winnipeg musician, R. T. Halliley. But Mr. Halliley, too, remained 
leader for only a short time. Finally, in 1922, Peter Logan (who was later 
to lead the St. Andrew's Society Male Voice Choir) took over. Mr. Logan, 
whose name was well known to all lovers of Scottish song in Winnipeg, 
led the choir to its greatest successes and remained choirleader until 
1929, when he was succeeded by W. Davidson Thompson. At a later 
date, Mr. Logan again became the conductor and remained in charge 
until the time of his death. 

W. K. Logan, who was a member of the choir, writes: "My memory 
tells me that Peter [Logan] was followed by W. Davidson Thompson and 
then Vera Barclay. I sang in the choir with the latter three conductors." 
Over most of its existence the choir had three accompanists -Joe Lyons, 
H. P. G. Fraser and the writer's brother, James Saunders. The choir was 
disbanded not long after the Second World War. 

A third series of events made possible by the United Scottish (in 
conjunction with the Sons of Scotland) was the White Heather Concerts 
which were inaugurated in 1950. These concerts brought to Winnipeg 
outstanding Scottish artists such as Alex Finlay, Robert Wilson, Andy 
Stewart, the Alexander brothers and Kenneth McKellar. And the con
certs have been continued into the present year. 

In 1949', moreover, in conjunction with the United Scottish, the Sons 
of Scotland and the Caledonians, the Society was responsible for placing 
a float in Winnipeg's 75th anniversary parade. 

As an affiliate of the United Scottish Association, the St. Andrew's 
Society has rejoiced in all these accomplishments (and in many others), 
and in the fact that, through its members, it has had a share in some of 
them. 

It will be seen from the foregoing that the Society has not existed in a 
vacuum. It has been affected by the emergence of other Scottish 
societies, through the formation of the United Scottish Association and 
through changes in the life of both the country and the community. And 
it has been affected by outside events. 

One such event, the Boer War, occurred near the turn of the 
century, in an era of rampant imperialism and of patriotism directed 
toward the Mother Country. The Boer War had an impact on the 
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Scottish float in Winnipeg's 75th anniversary parade, 1949 

Society in two ways: one, through the action of its first President, Lord 
Strathcona; the other, through an action taken by the Society itself. 

Lord Strathcona's contribution was the raising and equipping of an 
entire regiment - Lord Strathcona's Horse. In his book, Lord 
Strathcona: The Story of His Life, Beckles Willson describes the raising 
of this force in these words: 

From the commencement of the strife Lord Strathcona took the 
deepest, closest interest in the progress of events at the theatre of 
war. He was one of the very first to perceive ... that our chief need 
in those wild, barren stretches was a rugged, ardent, mobile force -
a force such as the enemy represented - under a fearless leader, 
but each man an effective unit, a good shot and a tireless horseman. 
The repeated reverses, following on the mistaken tactics of those 
dark days early in 1900, suggested to Lord Strathcona that the 
experiment of such a body of rough riders as the Canadian Mounted 
Police ought to be tried. The thought crystallised a few days, and 
then early in January came the offer of such a mounted force from 
himself - as a Canadian - to the Queen and empire. It would be 
raised by himself, equipped by himself, and transported to South 
Africa at his own cost - nearly 600 mounted men and horses. It 
would not cost the War Office a penny; its expense to him would be 
over a million dollars. The magnificence of Htis offer almost startled 
the country; needless to say, it was accepted. 

41 



A PROUD HERITAGE 

Lord Strathcona's Horse at Fort Osborne Barracks, 1910 
Courtesy of Foote Collection, Manitoba Archives 

Can the Society be blamed if it basked in the reflected glory that 
came from this action by its first President? Indirectly, at least, it is part 
of the history of St. Andrew's. It should not be forgotten. Nor should it 
be forgotten that a million dollars in those days was much more than a 
million dollars today. 

But the Boer War, in its aftermath, brought glory also to the Society 
itself, in that it led to the founding of Winnipeg's first Highland 
regiment, the 79th Cameron Highlanders of Canada. The regiment 
received its name from D. C. Cameron (later Sir D. C. Cameron) who 
was President of the St. Andrew's Society from 1906 to 1908. Here is the 
record of the founding of the regiment. as it appears in the book, The 
Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders of Canada, by Lieutenant-Colonel 
J. D. Sinclair, which was published to celebrate the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the regiment: 

On the return of the Canadian contingents from South Africa a 
few enthusiasts became active, and with the support of the 
Permanent Garrison and the School of Instruction at Fort Osborne 
Barracks, Winnipeg, they compelled a more vigorous military 
policy. Consequent upon this tne old desire to have a Highland 
Regiment in the city where Scots were so strongly represented was 
reVIved, and at last in 1908-1909, combined attempts Dy the different 
Scottish Societies were made to secure the necessary financial 
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support, and the consent of suitable gentlemen to act as officers. 
Dunng the visit of the late Lord Strathcona to Winnipeg in the 
autumn of 1909, he was asked and consented to become, Honorary 
Colonel of the new Regiment should it be formed; at the same time, 
as an appreciation of the enthusiastic way in which Mr. D. C. 
Cameron, President of the St. Andrew's Society, was supporting 
the project it was suggested that the new unit be called The 
Cameron Highlanders of Canada; and the numeral 79 being vacant 
in the Canadian Militia List, permission was asked and granted for 
such to designate the Regiment. 

On the 1st February, 1910, The 79th Cameron Highlanders of 
Canada were gazetted; the report then submitted of the Committee, 
charged with the conduct of negotiations to this end, proceeds, 

"The work has been arduous, and for many months members 
of the Committee were almost in despair . . . but after a long and 
weary struggle a Highland Regiment has been secured for 
Winnipeg." It was further announced that an Armoury and 
Headquarters had been granted at the old Dominion Land Offices, 
Main Street, Winnipeg; that a Pipe Band of eight Pipers and 3 
Drummers, under Pipe-Major DUKe, had been formed; the entire 
Brass Band - 40 pieces - of the 18th Mounted Infantry had been 
taken over; and that active steps had been taken to secure affiliation 
with "The Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders." On 4th March, 
1910, Militia Orders issued at Ottawa published the names of the 
officers gazetted to the new Regiment, Lt.-Col. R. M. Thomson, 
Commanding, and thus begins their official career. 

In its origins, then, the 79th Camerons (now the Queen's Own 
Cameron Highlanders of Canada) had a threefold connection with the 
St. Andrew's Society: (1) through the efforts made by the Society to 
have the regiment gazetted; (2) through the fact that Lord Strathcona 
consented to be its first Honorary Colonel; and (3) through the honor 
bestowed on the Society's President, D. C. Cameron, after whom the 
regiment was named. It need only be added that the relationship which 
existed between the Society and the regiment at that time has 
continued to the present day. 

Besides its relationship with the Camerons, of course, the Society 
has had a long-standing liaison with the Winnipeg Police Force. For 
many years in Winnipeg the vast majority of policemen were Scots, or 
of Scottish descent. There is no truth to the rumor that, in bygone days, 
an applicant for a job with the Winnipeg police had to be Scottish, but 
there is some evidence that it helped. A case in point is the manner in 
which former Chief Constable Norman Stewart (Society President in 
1969-70) became a policeman. But let Chief Stewart tell it in his own 
words: 

43 



A PROUD HERITAGE 

Cameron Color party on their return from England, 1912 

Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders at Union Station on their way overseas, 1915 
Courtesy of Foote Collection, Manitoba Archives 
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During the month of November, 1937, I made an application to 
join the Wmnipeg Police Department. All prospective recruits were 
interviewed by Charles MacIver, then Deputy Chief Constable, 
who, because of his stern appearance and abrupt manner of 
speaking, caused the average recruit applicant to shaKe in his shoes. 

I was shown into Deputy MacIver's office and he said, "Tell me 
all about yourself." I told him about my background, where I was 
born and educated, and where I had worked. He listened to me and 
said, "I'm sorry, laddie. We have a waiting list of over 200 men, and 
there's no chance of your being hired by the Department at this 
time." My heart sank at his words, but, as I rose to go, I said, "I 
forgot to tell you that I play the bagpipes." At this he spruced up. 
"Sit down, laddie," he said. 

I joined the Winnipeg Police Department several days later, 
after passing all the necessary tests. 

It is not here suggested that all Winnipeg policemen were hired on 
this basis, but his ability to play the bagpipes stood Norman Stewart in 
good stead. If he had not been a piper, he would probably not have 
become a policeman; if he had not become a policeman, he could never 
have risen to become Chief Constable; if he had not become Chief 
Constable he would, in all likelihood, never have become President of 
the St. Andrew's Society. There are times when it is advantageous to be 
a Scot, or of Scottish descent, and when it is even more advantageous 
to be a piper! 

Times, of course, have changed since those days - not only in 
Winnipeg but throughout the entire country - and the St. Andrew's 
Society has had to change with them. The beginning of this change 
started long before Norman Stewart joined the Police Department, and 
it developed on several fronts. One of the most profound changes dates 
from 1896, when the Laurier government (and in particular Laurier's 
Minister of Immigration, Sir Clifford Sifton) instituted an immigration 
policy that sought settlers from countries other than the British Isles. 

Anxious to populate the West, Sifton cast his eyes far beyond 
Britain to Central and Eastern Europe. He had a special eye for the 
Ukraine, and a vast program to attract immigrants from this area was 
soon under way. To opponents of his new policy, among whom were 
many members of the St. Andrew's Society, he had a stock answer: 
these people came from a farming area similar to Western Canada and 
they would make good settlers and good citizens. He referred to them 
as "stalwart peasants in sheepskin coats with a stout wife and a 
half-dozen children." 

In the event, Sifton's forecasts were fulfilled. The Ukrainian 
immigrants did become good settlers, and their descendants have 
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become good citizens. But they brought a new element into the pattern 
of Canadian life. Unlike the earlier settlers, their mother country was 
not Britain, and they had no attachment to the British Empire. This had 
an effect on the Canadian way of life and, indirectly, on the St. 
Andrew's Society of Winnipeg. 

Perhaps even more important than the influx of new settlers, 
however, were the changes across Canada as a whole as it made its 
way, in A. R. M. Lower's words, from "colony to nation." The first of 
these changes had occurred even before Confederation when the North 
American colonies had been given the right to responsible government. 
A people, however, may have responsible government and still be 
colonial-minded; and that was the case with Canada for many years. 

It was not, for example, until 1923 that Canada was able 
to establish diplomatic independence. The occasion of this was 
the Halibut Treaty concluded with the United States in that year, 
when negotiations were conducted entirely by the Canadian 
envoy, Ernest Lapointe. The British ambassador in Washington had 
expected to append his signature to the document, as had been 
customary in the past, but Canada insisted that the treaty should be 
signed by her representative alone, and the British government 
ultimately acquiesced. Edgar McInnis, in his book, Canada: A Social 
and Political History, writes of this landmark in Canadian history: 

For the first time a Dominion had concluded a formal treaty 
with a foreign power on its own responsibility and solely on its own 
behalf. It was a step that not only signalized the attainment by the 
Dominion of the long-desired control over foreign relations, but 
marked the deliberate abandonment of the idea of a unified 
diplomacy within the empire. 

Canada, in a word, was growing up. 
It grew up still more with the passing of the Statute of Westminster 

in 1931, which, among other things, gave Canada the right to repeal 
any imperial law in force within its borders and the assurance that no 
future imperial statute was to apply to any Dominion without its 
consent. Canada, having won diplomatic independence in 1923, had 
now won political independence as well. 

Finally, in 1949, judicial independence was also achieved. Until 
then, the last court of appeal for Canadians had been the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council in London. But, in 1949, the Supreme 
Court Bill was introduced in the Canadian Parliament, and was passed 
by a thumping majority. The bill, when it became an act, made the 
Supreme Court of Canada the last court of appeal in this country, and 
another tie with Britain was broken. 
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St. Andrew's arch welcomes troops home from the North West Rebellion, 1885 
Courtesy of Manitoba Archives 

By 1949, only two vestiges of colonialism remained. One was the 
fact that the Canadian constitution was embedded in the B.N.A. Act; 
but in 1982, as this is written, the constitution has been patriated. The 
second vestige of colonialism was a common loyalty to the crown: 
today, even that has changed. The Queen no longer comes to Canada 
as the Queen of Great Britain: when she sets foot on Canadian soil she 
is the Queen of Canada. And, since Canada has had no previous queen 
named Elizabeth, does that make her - to Canadians as to Scots -
Queen Elizabeth I? 

These two developments, then - the influx of non-Anglo-Saxon 
settlers and the progress of Canada from colony to nation - have 
forced Canadians to change their loyalties; and members of the St. 
Andrew's Society have had to change with them. At the time of its 
inception and for many years thereafter, as was noted in the preceding 
chapter, members of the Society had worked out a triple loyalty - to 
Canada, Scotland and the Empire. But the third of these loyalties no 
longer applied. Not only had Canada emerged as an independent 
country but, by the end of the Second World War, the empire to which 
it had once belonged was close to disintegration. Winston Churchill 
may have said that he had not become "The King's first 
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minister in order to preside over the liquidation of the British Empire," 
but the fact is that the Empire has been liquidated. 

It is hard to have a loyalty to something that no longer exists; and 
members of the St. Andrew's Society, like other Canadians, have had 
to re-think their loyalties. The old loyalty of the Society had been a 
triple loyalty to Canada, Scotland and the Empire. But long before 1950, 
the end of the period dealt with in this chapter, that had given way to a 
new loyalty, which is still a triple loyalty - to Canada, Scotland and 
the Crown. 
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Donald A. Smith (Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal) 
First President of the St. Andrew's Society of Winnipeg, 1871-72 

Courtesy of Western Canada Pictorial Index 
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CHAPTER IV 

Presidents and Others 

In its history since 1871, the St. Andrew's Society of Winnipeg 
has had 78 presidents. All have been men of distinction who have 
contributed richly to the life of the community as well as to the 
Society, and they have had a variety of backgrounds. They have 
included lieutenant-governors and members of the judiciary, repre
sentatives of the business community and the professions, military 
officers and chief constables of the city. 

Underlining the role of the Society in the lives of second and third 
generation Scots is the fact that, on two occasions, father-and-son 
combinations have been involved. John D. McKelvie was President in 
1944-46; his son, Charles, occupied the office in 1958-59. Alex D. Muir 
was President in 1954-55; his son, Ian, rose to the presidency in 1961-62. 
There are other instances of family continuity: T. W. (Tommy) Laidlaw 
(President in 1946-48) was a grandson of an original member of the 
Society, Rev. John Black; H. W. (Harry) Gillis (President in 1971-72) is 
the father of a present Board member, James Gillis; Charles 
McDiarmid, the father of Allister McDiarmid (President in 1980-81), 
served on the Board of Managers for many years, until the time of his 
death in 1968. 

For some time after the Society's inception, it was not unusual for a 
President to remain in office for more than one year. The man who 
holds the record in this respect is A. G. Bannatyne who, after being 
President in 1872-74, returned to office one year later and remained 
President until 1882. But gradually it became the custom to elect a 
President for one year only. The last person to serve more than one 
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year was the writer, who occupied the office from 1952 to 1954. That 
experience, however, seems to have been too much for the Society, for 
it has never been repeated. 

An entire book could be written on Presidents of the St. Andrew's 
Society, in which each would be dealt with in turn and given his full 
measure of attention. In the confines of a single chapter, however, that 
is not possible. Some arbitrary decisions have had to be made, both 
with respect to Presidents whom the writer considers worthy of special 
mention, and other members of the Society who have played leading 
roles in the life of the community at large. Another writer might have 
made a different selection, and many Presidents warrant recognition 
who unfortunately will have to be passed over in this review. Those 
chosen for special mention have one thing in common. They are now 
deceased. 

Donald A. Smith 
(Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal) 

There has been a tendency in recent years to downgrade Lord 
Strathcona, to see him only as a sort of pirate who had an eye on the 
main chance, a nineteenth-century robber baron who felt that what was 
good for Donald A. Smith was good for the country as a whole. That, 
however, is too simple an explanation of this truly remarkable man. He 
did, of course, have an eye on the main chance and, in his lifetime, 
became a millionaire many times over. But he was also a patriot who, 
along with his cousin, George Stephen (later Baron Mount Stephen), 
on two separate occasions pledged his own personal fortune to help 
complete the building of the Canadian Pacific Railway, and (as has 
already been noted) spent over a million dollars of his own funds to 
raise, equip and transport to South Africa his own regiment (Lord 
Strathcona's Horse) at the time of the Boer War. 

He was born in Morayshire, Scotland, and came to Canada in 1838 
at the age of 18 as an employee of the Hudson's Bay Company. For 23 
years he was lost in obscurity. He spent 13 years in Labrador and ten 
more in the loneliness and isolation of a trading post on Hudson Bay. 
His service to the company was not rewarded until the 1860s. Then, 
suddenly, he sprang from obscurity to centre stage. Beckles Willson 
describes this momentous event in Smith's life in these words: 

Governor Simpson had been dead but a brief time when his 
successor appointed Mr. Smith a Chief Factor in the Great Fur 
Company ... [and] further changes were made ... in 1868, it was 
announced throughout the service that the Governor and commit-

52 



PRESIDENTS AND OTHERS 

tee in London had chosen Mr. Smith to fill the post of chief 
executive officer of the Company in North America, to be stationed 
at Montreal. 

For many men that would have been the zenith of their careers, but 
with Smith it was only a beginning. In 1869, he was involved in the 
transactions by which the Hudson's Bay Company transferred Rupert's 
Land to Canada, and almost immediately was sent out to Fort Garry in 
the capacity of Commissioner from the Dominion government at the 
time of the troubles with Riel. There is every evidence that he did much 
to contain (if not to appease) Riel, and it was largely as a result of his 
efforts that, when Wolseley's troops arrived, there was no fighting and 
no bloodshed. 

On the conclusion of his mission, he returned to Ottawa to make 
his report to Sir John A. Macdonald, but he was back in Fort Garry the 
following year. He had had a taste of the west, and he liked it. He 
believed that its potential was limitless, and he intended to be in on it. 

When Manitoba became a province, he was asked to stand for 
election to its first Legislative Assembly. He consented to this request, 
won the election, and in due course took his seat. In 1871, it was 
announced that Manitoba would have four members to represent it in 
the federal House. Again he was asked to stand for election, and went 
to Ottawa representing the riding of Selkirk. For a man who had been 
in the new province for only a matter of months, these were truly 
remarkable achievements. Beckles Willson describes Smith's impact on 
the community in thes.e words: 

In the short space of fifteen months the unexpected had 
happened. In the course of that time Mr. Smith had gained the 
confidence of the inhabitants; he had acquired a re1?utation for 
fairness and square dealing, as well as for those qualities of heart, 
mind and purpose which denote the natural-born leader of men, 
and three months after the flight of Riel it is safe to say there was no 
more popular man, from Redmver to the shores of the Pacific, than 
Donafd A. Smith. 

This is not exactly the picture of a man who was only a 
money-grabbing pirate and a robber baron. Nor should it be forgotten 
that it was at his suggestion that a small police force was gazetted, the 
forerunner of what today is the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. 

In Parliament, Smith sat as an Independent who usually voted 
with the Conservatives. But there was one famous occasion - at the 
time of the Pacific Scandal - when he actually helped bring down the 
government. Sir John A. Macdonald thought he had his vote but, in the 
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event, Smith turned against him. Macdonald was outraged. Bitter 
recriminations ensued on both sides, but Sir John A. had the last word. 
"That fellow Smith," he cried hotly, "is the biggest liar I ever met." 

Liar or not, Sir John A. had need of Smith and, by the time of the 
1878 election, the two had become reconciled. Smith was tremendously 
disappointed in the delaying tactics with respect to the building of the 
railway employed by the Liberals under Alexander MacKenzie and, 
when he returned to his seat in the House in 1879, for voting purposes 
he was again with the Conservatives. 

Sir John's need of Smith, of course, had to do with the construction 
of the railroad. In the beginning Smith had been opposed to the project 
being undertaken by any but the government, and he never really 
changed his mind on this as a matter of principle. But when each 
government failed, when it became obvious that, unless private capital 
and private ability were to take the work "in hand, it would never be 
accomplished, he stepped into the breach and, "facing desperate 
financial risks, saved the great work." 

From the beginning, too, it had been obvious that outside capital 
was available; but it was American capital, and both Smith and Sir John 
A. were determined that the road should be built by Canadians. It 
would, they believed, be a piece of bad policy to allow Americans to 
gain control of "Canada's national highway." 

In the end, the building of the c.P.R. was to be Smith's most 
lasting contribution to Canada. On two separate occasions, as has been 
noted, he pledged his own personal fortune to make sure that the work 
would go on, and the second of these especially is worthy of mention in 
detail. It was the year 1884, and progress on the line had virtually come 
to a halt through lack of funds. Sir John A. was extremely doubtful 
about getting more money from Parliament, but he conceded that, if 
another private loan could be obtained, Parliament might be persuaded 
to change its mind. In this extremity, Smith's cousin, George Stephen, 
went to London, leaving Smith in Montreal to look after the Canadian 
end of things. The result of Stephen's trip is outlined for us in 
memorable language by Donald Creighton in the second volume of his 
famous biography, John A. Macdonald: The Old Chieftain. He writes: 

Stephen sat in the pleasant library of his house in St. James's 
Place [London]. He felt triumphantly elated. Even in that autumn of 
disasters, there was still hope; and today was a day of hope 
confirmed. He and his cousin, TIonald Smith, by pledging their own 
personal credit once more, had just secured a loan of fifty thousand 
pounds for the railway. And now, with Macdonald committed in 
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principle to a further instalment of government aid, Stephen could 
almost bring himself to believe that a way would be found through 
the blind jungle of difficulties which faced him. Once again the 
partnership of company and government, the partnership of 
Donald Smith, John A. Macdonald and himself, had triumpned. 
They were all Scotsmen, all Highlanders, all, ultimately, sons of the 
same river valley. Macdonald's ancestors, on his mother's side, had 
come from Strathspey; and Stephen and Smith had been born in 
little towns close to the river in the land dominated by the Clan 
Grant. Stephen's fierce hatreds, his black discouragements, his 
radiant exa1tations, were all legitimate parts of the rich inheritance 
he had received from Speyside; and unlike Macdonald, who had no 
personal memory of the country of his forbears, he was steeped in 
recollections of the land by which he had been shapea. He 
remembered the river itself, winding onward, peat-black between 
the high banks, and brown, like old ale, over the shallows. He 
remembered the great rock which had given the Clan Grant its 
rallying-place and its battle slogan. The rock of defiance. Craigel
lacnie. 

Stand fast, Craigellachie! 
He would beat them! He and Macdonald and Donald Smith 

would beat them yet! Blake, the hated Globe, the Grand Trunk 
Railway scribblers, the "bear" speculators in New York - the 
whole mali~ant host of the Canadian Pacific's enemies - he 
would beat them all. He took a telegraph form, addressed it to 
Donald Smith in Montreal, and wrote a message of three words 
only: 

"Stand fast, Craigellachie!" 

The three words told Smith all he needed to know: the loan had 
been secured and the railway would go on to its completion. It was no 
accident that, when the line was indeed completed, and Donald Smith 
drove the last spike, the place where this occurred was named 
Craigellachie. 

Smith was to go on to further achievements and to receive great 
honors: he was to become Canada's High Commissioner in London 
and be elevated to the peerage. But his real and lasting monument is 
the railroad. As Sir Charles Tupper expressed it in his speech to the St. 
George's Club in London in 1897, by way of paying tribute to his 
successor as High Commissioner: "The Canadian Pacific Railway 
would have no existence today, notwithstanding all that the 
government did to support that undertaking, had it not been for the 
indomitable pluck and energy and determination, both financially and 
in every other respect, of Sir Donald Smith." 

Smith, in a word, was not just a local figure; he was a national
indeed an international- figure. Without him, no railway; without the 
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railway, no Canada - certainly not as a nation stretching from Atlantic 
to Pacific, from coast to coast. 

Locally, he is remembered in many ways. He not only has four 
streets named after him, but a school and a curling club. The estate 
which was his home is now the community of Silver Heights. He 
deeded 175 acres of land to the city, and part of that land is now the site 
of the Winnipeg International Airport. He and Van Horne acquired the 
controlling interest in the Manitoba Free Press, eventually selling it, in 
1888, to the lawyer who was the cover for Clifford Sifton. He raised a 
herd of buffalo, part of which he left to Assiniboine Park. He enabled 
the Manitoba Club to secure the land on which its building now stands. 
And the regiment which he raised - Lord Strathcona's Horse, now 
Lord Strathcona's Horse (RC) - continues to serve his country from its 
base in Calgary. 

All these items of information, and more, may be found in other 
histories. It is left to this history to record that he was also a founding 
member and first President of the St. Andrew's Society of Winnipeg. 

Andrew Graham Ballenden Bannatyne 
Lord Strathcona's successor as President of the St. Andrew's 

Society was Andrew Graham Ballenden Bannatyne. He assumed office 
in 1872 and, except for the years 1874-75 (when he relinquished the 
chair in favor of Gilbert McMicken), he guided the Society's fortunes 
for a full decade. Under his leadership the Society inaugurated many of 
its projects and programs and, by the time he handed over the reins of 
office to his successor, John Emslie, in 1882, the St. Andrew's Society 
was firmly established as both a social and benevolent organization in 
the young city. 

In many respects, Bannatyne's early career paralleled that of his 
great predecessor in office: he was born in the Orkney Islands in 1829 
and came to Rupert's Land at the age of 14 as an employee of the 
Hudson's Bay Company. His first appointment was at Sault Ste. Marie, 
where he worked under his uncle, Chief Factor John Ballenden. He 
later spent some time at Norway House. 

There is every indication that he would have had a successful 
career with the Company, but in 1851 he decided to go into business for 
himself as a merchant in what was then the Red River Settlement. He 
was later joined in this enterprise by a man who was also to become 
prominent in the affairs of the St. Andrew's Society, Alexander Begg. 
Between them, they built up the second largest commercial establish
ment in what was soon to become the province of Manitoba. 
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A. G. B. Bannatyne 
1872-74, 1875-82 

Alex Brown 
1883-85 

Gilbert McMicken 
1874-75 

Capt. W. Clark 
1885-86 
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John Emslie 
1882-83 

Robert Strang 
1886-89 
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J. P. Robertson 
1889-91 

Dr. D. W. McDermid 
1895-96 

D. M. Telford 
1891-93 

T. W. Taylor 
1896-97 
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H. Cameron 
1893-95 

Mark Fortune 
1897-98 
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Those were primitive days in the settlement: goods could be 
brought in only once a year via the ice-bound regions of Hudson Bay, 
or twice a year by sending teams overland to St. Paul. But Bannatyne 
and Begg prospered in their business, and Bannatyne acquired large 
blocks of land in both Winnipeg and Manitoba. One such parcel of 
land, as has been noted, he donated as the site of the General Hospital. 

In attitude, he was large-minded and community-oriented. He was 
one of the founders and active promoters in the establishment of 
Manitoba College, and served for a term as chairman of its board. He 
was a director of the General Hospital and did many things to promote 
the common weal. But his service to the community dates long before 
these events. He was the first postmaster at Fort Garry and, 
accommodating himself to a new regime, served as postmaster general 
for the provisional government set up by Louis Riel in 1869. He was 
appointed to the North-West Council in 1872, and elected to the House 
of Commons as the member for Provencher in 1874. He was 
Winnipeg's first police magistrate. The first meeting of the Manitoba 
Legislature was held in his home at 433 Main Street. 

Andrew Bannatyne did not become the national figure that 
Strathcona was but, beyond his work for the St. Andrew's Society, 
he made a rich contribution to the land - and particularly the 
community - of his adoption. He is commemorated not only through 
his place in the ranks of Society Presidents but through the street that 
bears his name - Bannatyne Avenue, now part of the core area of 
Winnipeg. 

Sir Hugh John Macdonald 

One of the more popular of the early Presidents of the St. 
Andrew's Society was Sir Hugh John Macdonald, who held office in 
the years 1898-99. The son of a famous father (Sir John A. Macdonald), 
Hugh John caught his first glimpse of the west while still a law student 
at university. As a young man, he had a keen interest in soldiering and, 
when he heard of the mustering of Wolseley's troops at the time of the 
Riel troubles, he decided to join them; and, much against his father's 
wishes, he did. 

He returned east with Wolseley's forces; but, like many another 
both before and after him, he had caught a feeling for the west, saw its 
limitless possibilities, and decided that his future lay in that direction. 
In 1882, he returned to Winnipeg to stay. In his new environment he 
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retained his interest in soldiering and, when there was talk of forming 
an infantry militia unit in Winnipeg, he was in on the ground floor. He 
helped organize the 90th Battalion, Winnipeg Rifles (now the Royal 
Winnipeg Rifles, Western Canada's oldest infantry regiment and the 
regiment with more battle honors to its credit than any other regiment 
in Canada), received a subaltern's commission in the unit, and served 
with it in 1885 in the North West Rebellion. 

Hugh John was a lawyer by profession but, being his father's son, 
he could not avoid politics. He had neither the flair nor the liking for 
politics that his father had, however, and, though he became a member 
of Parliament on two occasions and was briefly Premier of Manitoba, he 
always described himself as "a reluctant politician." His first term in 
Ottawa was in the early 1890s, but he did not like it. He longed for the 
day when he could "shake the dust of Ottawa off [his] feet for good and 
all, and bid goodbye to political life with all its worries and cares." In 
March 1893, he wrote his letter of resignation and returned to 
Winnipeg. 

A few years later, however, he was again induced to go to Ottawa. 
Sir Charles Tupper, trying to rebuild the Conservative party, went so 
far as to offer him a cabinet position. He needed Hugh John, he said, to 
secure "the place in the public heart" once held by his father. Under 
these circumstances, Hugh agreed to join Tupper, if only to strengthen 
the position of the party in the west; and he was duly sworn in as 
Minister of the Interior. But, in the ensuing election, though he won a 
personal victory, Laurier and the Liberals were swept to power. Hugh 
John's term as Minister of the Interior was short-lived. 

In the meantime, the Manitoba Conservatives were looking to him 
as a provincial leader; and again, reluctantly, he acquiesced. At first he 
had to lead his party from outside the legislature; but, in the election 
which closed out the century, he won the nomination for Winnipeg 
South; and this time he was rewarded not only with a personal victory 
but a victory for the rarty as well. He entered the twentieth century as 
premier-designate 0 the province. 

One of the issues on which he and his party were elected was the 
question of prohibition. Plebiscites taken in 1892 and 1898 had shown 
that, at that time, a vast majority of Manitobans were in favor of 
prohibition; and, although Hugh John was not of their number, he 
pledged himself to enforce the will of the people; and his Liquor Act is 
the act by which his government is best remembered. He imposed it, he 
said, simply because it was obvious that the people wanted it, and in 
the election campaign he had promised it. But he never hesitated to 
make his own position clear: 
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I never posed to be a prohibitionist in principle. I never believed 
that a total abstainer is one whit better than the man who uses liquor 
in moderation, or that those engaged in the traffic were violating the 
commands of the Creator. 

Hugh John's term as Premier of the province, like all his other 
political assignments, was short-lived. He had never been regarded by 
party strategists (or, indeed, by himself) as more than a temporary 
leader: he had restored the party fortunes in Manitoba and, in so doing, 
had served his purpose. By the fall of 1900, there were strong rumors of 
an impending federal election and, believing that Sir John A. 
Macdonald's son was still the most popular man in Manitoba, Sir 
Charles Tupper again appealed to his sense of loyalty to the cause. He 
persuaded him to resign as Premier and to contest the Brandon 
(federal) constituency against the "young Napoleon of the west," 
Clifford Sifton. This time, however, Hugh John was not up to the task; 
Sifton won a decisive victory. It marked the end of Hugh's political 
career. He had never ceased to be "a reluctant politician"; he felt he had 
now done his duty by the party, and was content to return to private 
practice and private life. 

But his period of service to the community was not yet over. In 
1911, he accepted the appointment as police magistrate for the City of 
Winnipeg. It was a role for which he was admirably suited. He had 
disliked politics, but he excelled as a magistrate. Even the Winnipeg 
Tribune/ which had been his active opponent during his political 
career, applauded his appointment. It commented: 

Mr. Macdonald is not only a sound lawyer, able to distinguish 
between the technicalities which lead to injustice, and the misplaced 
clemency which leads to license, but he possesses the human 
sympathy capable of discerning between the criminal instinct which 
has preyed upon society and the weakness and misfortune upon 
which society has preyed. 

He was graciousness personified on the Bench. One lawyer 
maintained that Hugh John could pass sentence so graciously that the 
prisoner felt like thanking him for being sent to jail. 

His years of service as police magistrate brought to an end his 
career in public life. He became greatly loved by the entire Winnipeg 
community. When he died in 1929, he was accorded a state funeral. 
Keith Wilson, in his booklet, Hugh John Macdonald/ describes it in 
these words: 

Monday, April 1, 1929 was a damp and chilly day in Winnipeg. 
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Under a leaden sky, the silent and solemn crowds lined the streets 
to pay their last respects at the state funeral of Sir Hugh John 
Macdonald, "the most loved man in Canada." 

Unlike some early members of the St. Andrew's Society, Hugh 
John's name has not been given to any street in the city, but it is 
perpetuated through both a school and a boys' hostel; and his home, 
Dalnavert, at 61 Carlton Street (now popularly known as Macdonald 
House), has been taken over by The Manitoba Historical Society as a 
museum and as one of Winnipeg's historic sites. Under the aegis of the 
Historical Society, it has been restored to its original condition as it 
existed in 1895. It is recognized as one of the finest of late 19th century 
Victorian homes in North America. 

Sir Daniel Hunter McMillan 
Sir Hugh John's successor in office as President of the st. Andrew's 

Society of Winnipeg was Sir Daniel Hunter McMillan. Again we have 
the case of a man who was prominent not only in the affairs of the 
Society but in the affairs of the community at large. 

As a young man, like Hugh John, he was interested in soldiering: 
he saw service in the Fenian Raids in eastern Canada and accompanied 
Wolseley's expedition to Fort Garry in 1870. After settling in Winnipeg, 
he continued his interest in the militia, and in 1887 was appointed to 
command the 95th Battalion Manitoba Grenadiers. 

He entered the grain business, established the first large, 
steam-powered flour mill in the city, and was the first President of the 
Winnipeg Grain Exchange. He also entered politics. He represented 
Winnipeg in the provincial legislature from 1880 to 1883, and Winnipeg 
Centre from 1888 to 1900, occupying the position of treasurer in the 
Greenway administration. He left politics to become Lieutenant
Governor of the province in 1900, and served in that office until 1911. 

Sir Daniel was President of the St. Andrew's Society in the years 
1899-1900; and, like so many others among the early members of the 
Society, he had a street named after him - McMillan Avenue. 

Sir Douglas Colin Cameron 
As was noted in the preceding chapter, Sir Douglas Colin Cameron 

gave his name to the regiment now known as The Queen's Own 
Cameron Highlanders of Canada. He was President of the St. 
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Andrew's Society from 1906 to 1908, and it was during those years that 
the idea took shape that Winnipeg should have a Highland militia unit. 
A number of Scottish organizations provided support for the project, 
but the St. Andrew's Society (especially through its President) took the 
lead. His assistance in having the regiment gazetted was recognized, 
and the name, Cameron Highlanders, adopted. Mr. Cameron was also 
named the regiment's first honorary lieutenant-colonel. It was the 
beginning of the long-standing relationship between the regiment and 
the Society: four commanding officers of the Camerons have been 
presidents of the St. Andrew's Society - Lt.-Cols. J. Y. Reid, W. 
Grassie, J. D. Sinclair and H. Comack (now Brigadier-General Comack). 
In addition, the Camerons' honorary colonel has nearly always been a 
member of the St. Andrew's Society. Besides Lord Strathcona, they 
have included Sir D. C. Cameron, John T. Boyd, Dr. John M. 
McEachern, John A. MacAulay and A. M. Runciman. 

D. C. Cameron was much more than President of the St. Andrew's 
Society and the man who gave his name to the Camerons. In 1911, he 
succeeded Sir D. H. McMillan as Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba. 
Born in Upper Canada, he had come west to Winnipeg in 1880. There 
he entered the lumber business. He organized the Rat Portage Lumber 
Company, of which he became general manager in 1892 and president 
in 1894. (Is it possible that there is some connection between this and 
the Rat Portage excursions of the Society which took place annually 
until 1906?) He was also President of Maple Leaf Flour Mills. He 
became interested in politics and represented Fort William and Lake of 
the Woods in the Ontario legislature from 1902 to 1905. He served as 
Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba until 1916. 

Sir William Methven Whyte 
William Methven Whyte was born in the village of Charlestown, 

Fife, Scotland, in 1843. In his teens he worked on Lord Elgin's estate at 
Broomhall; but his real interest was railroading, and he left Broomhall 
to become an employee of the North British Railway. He became 
stationmaster in a small village, but felt there was greater opportunity 
for him abroad, and in 1863 he sailed for Canada. 

His first job in railroading in this country was as a brakeman with 
the old Grand Trunk Railway; his last was as vice-president of the 
c.P.R. He came west in 1886, when he was promoted to the position of 
general superintendent of the Western Division, and in this capacity he 
had much to do with the upbuilding of Winnipeg and the settlement of 
the west. He was in charge during many of the years of mass 
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immigration, and his role in this important phase of the country's 
development cannot be over-estimated. One authority has described it 
in these words: 

At this time (1886) he was considered the "best available man to 
grapple with the Herculean task of managing the business 
pertaining to the long steel line from Fort William to the Pacific 
Coast; and during tne years that followed, the building of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway across Canada to the Pacific gave him 
scope for the exercise of his great administrative ability. His official 
titles from that time on were various, but Whyte became 
thenceforward the outstanding figure on the Western landscape of 
our first transcontinental road ... " The important part he played in 
the development of the Canadian West was officially recognized in 
1911 when he was knighted in the coronation honors of King 
George V. 

He was President of the St. Andrew's Society from 1911 to 1913. Sir 
William Whyte School is named after him, and so is Fort Whyte. 

George Smith 
Over the years, the St. Andrew's Society has had three chief 

constables besides George Smith - Charles MacIver, Robert Taft and 
Norman Stewart (as well as Police Superintendent Charles Tully) -
assume the presidency. 

Chief Smith was born in St. Cyrus, Kincardineshire, Scotland, in 
1882, and came to Winnipeg as a young man in 1904. In 1905 he joined 
the city's police department, which at that time consisted of only 28 
men; and the following year was promoted to the rank of detective. As 
the city grew, the police force grew in stature and the young detective 
grew with it. In 1921, he was made chief of detectives, and in 1934 he 
was named chief constable. For his work during the Second World War 
he was awarded the Order of the British Empire. 

In an article published in the Winnipeg Free Press at the time of his 
retirement in 1947, we find these words: 

Mr. Smith joined the city's 28-man force in 1905 and stayed to 
see the lusty young town's mud lanes turn into broad paved 
avenues; to watch horse-drawn carts give way to automobiles, and 
his police force turn into a large, well-organized 340-man 
department that often has been pointed to as "Canada's best police 
force" ... In his 42 years with the department [he has] patrolled 
beats, led manhunts, captured notorious killers and on numerous 
occasions outsmarted the "brains" of the underworld. 
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Perhaps his most famous case was that of the "gorilla strangler," 
Earle Leonard Nelson. Nelson had left a trail of strangled women all the 
way from San Francisco, California, to Buffalo, New York, and had 
baffled the best brains of American police forces until he finally made 
his way to Canada. In 1927 he arrived in Winnipeg, where he 
proceeded to carry out his gruesome activities. But at this point he came 
to the end of the line. George Smith, who was then Chief of Detectives, 
directed the manhunt which finally brought him to justice. The case 
received publicity on two continents and brought George Smith to 
international attention. 

Chief Smith was a devoted member of the St. Andrew's Society for 
many years. He was both President (1937-39) and Bard. Two of his 
finest pieces of detective work were done in the interests of the Society. 
In the early 1950s it was decided to assemble a Book of Remembrance 
which would contain the photographs of all Presidents of the Society 
from 1871, and to place the records of the Society in the provincial 
archives. George Smith undertook both of these tasks. He tracked 
down the photographs of all past presidents, and he also traced the 
elusive records, without which this book could not have been written. 

Despite his long service with the police department (which might 
have hardened another man), George Smith remained to the last 
warm-hearted and generous. To quote again from the Free Press article: 

Crime and his association with the dregs of the underworld 
have never hardened the chief. He can still look on the continually 
passing parade ... with the compassionate eyes of one who feels 
for his unfortunate fellow man. 

* * * 
These, then, are some of the men who have directed the Society's 

fortunes over the years. But they are representatives only of a much 
larger group. Their numbers could be added to many times. Mention 
could be made, for example, of George Mathieson, who besides being 
President of the Winnipeg Grain Exchange, was a key figure in the 
founding of the Winnipeg Music Festival (the largest festival of its kind 
in the British Commonwealth), and Alexander McInnes (Mac) 
Runciman, recently retired President of the United Grain Growers, 
who is universally recognized as one of the most knowledgeable men 
in the grain trade in Canada today. They, and their kind, are the type of 
men who have made the Society what it is. 

The St. Andrew's Society has been blessed, however, not only in 
having outstanding presidents, but in having outstanding men who 
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have supported their presidents. Some of these were named in a 
previous chapter - men like Alexander Logan, George Bryce and Rev. 
Dr. C. W. Gordon (Ralph Connor). (Dr. Gordon not only had two 
names, he had - apparently - two personalities: as Rev. Gordon he 
preached long, dreary sermons; as Ralph Connor he wrote popular, 
best-selling novels.) He was Honorary Chaplain of the Society for a 
number of years during the early part of the century. 

There was also R. D. (Dick) Waugh, three times mayor of 
Winnipeg, Chairman of the Manitoba Liquor Commission, the man 
who was mainly responsible for the building of the Shoal Lake 
aqueduct which brought the city its water supply, Chairman of the 
Greater Winnipeg Water District Commission and Britain's 
representative on the Saar Commission, involving the disputed land 
between France and Germany, after the First World War. 

And the tradition of service, both to and beyond the Society, goes 
on. Only last year (1981) Angus Gavin, a long-time member of the 
Board of the Society, was presented with the Governor's Award by the 
State of Alaska for his work in conservation in connection with the oil 
industry, and the Outdoor Conservation Award from the United 
States, which he received personally from President Reagan. 

These all were men who brought honor to the Society and to the 
Scottish tradition which it represented. Three others also deserve 
special recognition: Senator T. A. Crerar, James Wasson Speirs and 
John A. MacAulay. 

Senator Thomas Alexander Crerar 
During its history the St. Andrew's Society has had few more 

devoted members than Senator T. A. (Tom) Crerar. His business 
commitments and the fact that much of his political life was spent in 
Ottawa denied him the privilege of being President of the Society, but 
he was Honorary President from 1950 to 1956. For many years he was 
responsible for securing speakers for the annual dinner. 

His role in business and in public life is now a matter of record. He 
headed the first agrarian political party (the Progressives) to make any 
dent on Ottawa, was President of the United Grain Growers 
Association and was a cabinet minister during two world wars. Like 
some other members of the Society, he was not just a local figure: he 
was a national figure. At the time of his death in 1975, the Winnipeg 
Free Press, in its leading editorial, paid him this tribute: 
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Much, said Dr. Johnson, may be made of a Scotsman, if he be 
caught young. The same may be said of a native of Ontario (with 
Scottish blood in his veins), as was the late Senator T. A. Crerar ... 

"Caught" at the age of five and brought west to Manitoba by 
his parents in 1881, the influences that shaped Tom Crerar's life 
were western influences. His first Manitoba home was 60 miles 
from the nearest railway. 

His is the story of the young country boy to whom the great 
open spaces brought clarity of vision and the inspiration and desire 
to do Dig things. Though much of his life was spent in Ottawa, he 
lived "with the west in his eyes." 

But though essentially a westerner, his was no local or 
parochial attitude to life. If the parish pump was part of his 
background and experience, he had more than a parish pump 
mentality and outlooK. He was a typical, if outstanding, example of 
the westerner who, by force of circumstances, comes to appreciate 
the necessity of the extra-territorial vision without which, culturally 
and economically, this country cannot survive. 

It was this vision, combined with practical ability, that was the 
motive force behind his dual career as businessman and politician. 
It helps explain his role as a pioneer leader of the Grain Growers 
organization, as leader of the Progressive party and as the 
undeviating champion of low tariff policies on trade. 

Perhaps it also explains his courtesy of manner and integrity of 
character, though those aspects of his personality gave the 
impression of having been Dorn with him. They never left him 
during a business career that covered 22 years and a political career 
that, with some interruptions, spanned almost five decades. As 
cabinet minister, as party leader, as frivate member and as senator 
he served his country from 1917 unti 1966. Almost 20 of these years 
were spent in the Commons; he had been a member of the Senate 
since 1945. He served in two wartime cabinets and was a key figure 
in the conscription issue in each. 

The product of a free enterprise generation, he remained a free 
enterpriser throughout his life. He liked the rugged independence 
that nad marked life in his early days in the west and, in his latter 
years, this showed in a critical attitude toward some aspects of the 
welfare state. 

Perhars he had a blind spot here. If so, it stands out only 
because 0 the clarity of his vision in other fields. It stemmed not 
only from his tie with a past way of life but from his concern for that 
independence of spirit without which he believed no nation could 
be truly great ana which he believed was in danger of being 
undermined. 

There was virtue, in short, even in what some may have 
considered his errors. They do not diminish the stature of the man. 

What that stature was is evidenced in the tributes to his memory 
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that come today from political friends and opponents alike. They 
are tributes that remina us of the fact that, In the death of T. A. 
Crerar, the west has lost one of its noblest champions and Canada 
an able and devoted servant of the state. 

James Wasson Speirs 
He was christened James Wasson, but his friends knew him as Jim 

or J. W. Born in Glasgow, he was brought to Canada (specifically, to 
Winnipeg) at the tender age of two months. His father operated a small 
dairy farm on Notre Dame Avenue West, so that Jim was involved in 
the milk business virtually from birth. As business increased, his father 
built a small dairy plant (still standing) next to his house. It was the first 
plant in Manitoba to sell pasteurized milk in bottles. 

As a boy and a young man, Jim worked on his father's farm, but in 
1907 he secured a job as milk ~eceiver with Crescent Creamery. It was a 
humble job, which earned him only $12.50 a week; but he rose rapidly 
in the organization to become, first, plant superintendent, and, later, 
assistant to the president. 

In 1931, he took the step that was to change his entire career: he 
mortgaged his house, raised money on his life insurance and 
persuaded the bank to back him on a personal note so that he could 
acquire the near-bankrupt firm of Modern Dairies for $127,000. When 
he sold Modern Dairies a few years before his death in 1980, it was the 
largest privately owned dairy operation in Canada. 

As a businessman, Jim was obviously an outstanding success. But 
his interests were always more than his business. He was also a 
devoted public servant. During his lifetime, he was especially 
interested in hospital work. Possibly because his youngest brother had 
died of tuberculosis at the age of 22, that phase of hospital activity 
claimed his initial interest: he became associated with the Sanitarium 
Board of Manitoba during the Second World War, and was Chairman 
of the Board for 17 years. During those years he saw the defeat of that 
once dreaded disease, and co-ordinated the closing and consolidation 
of the various TB hospitals as they became redundant. 

In the process, he found a new interest: he saw the possibilities of 
making St. Boniface Sanitarium (once a TB centre) a home for 
handicapped children. The sanitarium was threatened with closure and 
possible demolition; but Jim saw it as a valuable replacement for the 
totally inadequate facilities for the handicapped at St. Amant. With his 
usual tenacity of purpose, he persuaded the provincial government to 
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take advantage of the situation, and the St. Amant Centre as it now 
exists is the result of this work. 

He also played a leading role in the building of the Rehabilitation 
Centre in Winnipeg, which is today recognized as one of the finest not 
only in Canada but in North America. The provincial government, 
looking for a group of men who had displayed their talent in putting 
hospital operations on a business-like basis, approached the Sanitarium 
Board, of which Jim was president, for its assistance in this matter. Jim 
threw himself heart and soul into the project: he literally lived at the 
Rehabilitation Centre all through its construction and early operation. 
In recognition of his efforts, he was asked to turn the first sod and lay 
the cornerstone of the building. 

This, however, was not the end of his hospital activities. Possibly 
because Modern Dairies was located in St. Boniface, he became 
associated with St. Boniface Hospital, and was chairman of its board 
during its first major expansion. He loved to joke about the fact that the 
Grey Nuns (the owners) chose a Scottish Presbyterian to run a French 
Catholic institution. 

Jim, it should be added, was proud both of being a Scot and a 
Presbyterian. His son, Donald, writes: "In speeches, letters and 
conversation he never missed the opportunity . . . to mention his 
Scottish heritage. I really feel that he thought by being Scottish you 
were one of the 'chosen few'." And, possibly tracing itself back to his 
Scottish heritage, he had a motto that he lived by: "You own only three 
things in this life - your name, your reputation and your credit. Don't 
harm anyone of them." 

Jim was a board member of the St. Andrew's Society for many 
years and was also an honorary life member. Having joined the Society 
in 1928, he was, for some time before his death, its elder statesman. 
Like all the others mentioned in this chapter, he made his contribution 
not only to the life of the Society but to the community at large. 

John Alexander MacAulay 
There are those who claim that John MacAulay was a hard man

hard but fair. But that is too simplistic a view of a character as 
many-sided as his was. It is true that, in business affairs and matters 
pertaining to the law, he was "a bonnie fechter." But who will fault him 
for that? On the other side of the ledger, there is his record of 
generosity and service not only to Winnipeg but to Canada, and, 
indeed, to the world. 
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Born of Scottish parentage in Morden, Manitoba, on the site of the 
present Manitoba Experimental Farm, he was the product of a home 
that was proud of its Scottish heritage and rich in Scottish culture. The 
poems and writings of Burns, the music of Scotland and the oral history 
of the Scottish people in terms of bravery, honesty and integrity made 
an indelible imprint on all his subsequent life. These, and a strong 
religious dedication. It was the last-mentioned which prompted him, 
busy man as he was, to teach in Westminster United Sunday School for 
many years. 

He also had an interest in military affairs. During the First World 
War he served in the Army Medical Corps, and one of his proudest 
honors in later life was to be named Honorary Colonel of the Queen's 
Own Cameron Highlanders of Canada. The skirl of the bagpipes 
rekindled the days of his youth when the pipes were played at family 
gatherings. 

Looking back over his life today, it may be said that John MacAulay 
had three distinctive careers. The first of these was in the fields of law 
and business. He was internationally recognized as a barrister and 
solicitor, and his honors in terms of the law were many. He was a 
Queen's Counsel, and in 1953-54 was President of the Canadian Bar 
Association. He was the recipient of honorary Doctor of Law degrees 
from both the University of Manitoba and the University of Winnipeg. 

In the business world he was for many years Vice-President and a 
Director of the Bank of Montreal, and was credited with being 
responsible for Canada Safeway Limited coming to Canada. He was 
Vice-President of this corporation until the time of his death. 

His second career was in the realm of art. Again his reputation was 
international. He served on the board of the National Art Gallery, and 
is recognized as being one of the first to identify the work of the French 
Impressionists and the Canadian Group of Seven as being art worthy of 
world recognition. His guidance in terms of the acquisitions of the 
National Gallery, the Winnipeg Art Gallery and his own private 
collection, resulted in the establishment of three of the foremost art 
collections in Canada. He was President of the Winnipeg Art Gallery 
from 1950 to 1953, and again from 1955 to 1957, and was the driving 
force responsible for the establishment of the Gallery in its present 
location. 

In terms of an even broader public identity (his third career), he 
was for many years active in the Canadian Red Cross Association, of 
which he was National President during the years 1950-5l. 
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In 1952 he served as Chairman of an International Red Cross 
conference in Toronto, the first to be attended by delegates from 
Communist countries. After serving on two commissions during the 
19th International Conference in India in 1957, he was elected 
Chairman of the Board of Governors of the League of Red Cross 
Societies in 1959, and served until 1965. In recognition of his service, he 
was awarded the Henri Dunant Medal, the highest award of the Red 
Cross organization. He is the only Canadian to have been given this 
honor. During those years, by virtue of his extensive world travels, he 
was able to establish the Red Cross as a truly world organization. He 
was personally responsible for establishing the Society in Russia, 
through direct dealings with the Chief of State of that nation; and, 
during his tenure as president, he had the honor of accepting the Nobel 
Peace Prize on behalf of the Red Cross. 

His public recognitions were many. Besides those already 
mentioned, he was one of the first to be made a Companion of the 
Order of Canada (the highest honor this country has to bestow), and in 
1971 he was made an Honorary Patron of the Canadian Foundation of 
the International College of Surgeons. For his assistance in negotiating 
return of the art treasures sent to Canada from Poland for safekeeping 
during the Second World War, he received from the government of 
Poland the Order "Polonia Restituta". 

It needs only to be added that John MacAulay was an active 
supporter and an honorary life member of the St. Andrew's Society of 
Winnipeg, and that, following his death in 1978, as a memorial to him 
within the Society, his law partners made a founding donation of 
$10,000 to the Society's Trust Fund. 

* * * 
These, again, are some of the men who have helped make the St. 

Andrew's Society what it is today. This chapter would not be complete, 
however, without a word about the Society's honorary chaplains, the 
first of whom was Rev. John Black, "The Apostle of the Red River." 
Two chaplains became Presidents of the Society, and one of them -
Rev. Dr. Donald Bruce Macdonald - deserves special mention. Dr. 
Macdonald was such a public-spirited man that he was known to all of 
Winnipeg as well as to his congregation at Knox Church. Following his 
death in 1973, the Society placed a curling trophy in competition in his 
name, and he was also honored in an unusual way by having a salon 
named after him in the Marlborough Hotel. Other members of the 
Society have had such things as streets and schools named after them; 
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Dr. Macdonald is the only one to have as a memorial a salon in a hotel 
- a unique tribute to a unique and gifted man. 

From a national standpoint, however, the two chaplains who have 
brought greatest honor to the Society were the Very Reverend W. 
Gordon MacLean and the Very Reverend Hugh McLeod. The first was 
Moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada; the second, Moderator of the General Council of the United 
Church of Canada. 

They, and the others mentioned in this chapter, were more than 
builders of the St. Andrew's Society of Winnipeg; they were makers of 
Canada. 
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CHAPTER V 

Dinners 

Over the years the St. Andrew's Society of Winnipeg has 
sponsored many projects and events which have had their day and 
ceased to be. The one event which has continued virtually uninter
rupted since 1871 is the Annual Dinner in honor of Scotland's patron 
saint, from whom the Society takes its name. That, and the New Year's 
Day Reception. 

From 1880 until 1953, the New Year's Day Reception was held in 
the Society's clubrooms; but, with their abandonment in 1953, a new 
venue was in order. Since then the reception has been held in various 
hotels - the Royal Alexandra (until it ceased operation), the Marl
borough, the Fort Garry, and, more recently, the Winnipeg Inn (or 
Westin, as it is now called). The New Year's Day Reception is an 
informal affair where members and their friends meet and socialize, 
nibble at scones and oat cakes, listen to the songs and pipes of 
Scotland, and have a drap of the Auld Kirk to help warm the blood on a 
cold winter's day. 

The Dinner is a more formal event when, each year, on or about 
November 30, members and guests sit down together to pay homage to 
St. Andrew, Scotland and everything Scottish. It is a gala evening, with 
plentiful supplies of food, drink, singing, piping and dancing, and 
when those present are even willing to listen to a couple of speeches to 
round out the evening. For some members and guests, after the formal 
part of the evening is over, it is frequently a long night until morning. 

The first celebration of St. Andrew's Day by the Society took place, 
of course, in 1871. In the afternoon, a large number of members 
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St. Andrew's Band welcomes members and guests at dinner 
Courtesy of A. McTavish 

assembled at the Court House and marched to Knox Church, then 
located at Portage Avenue and Fort Street, where "an eloquent and 
appropriate" sermon was delivered by the Society's chaplain, Rev. 
John Black. After this, the entire membership, numbering upwards of 
60, assembled in the hall over Boyd's Store, where they had dinner and 
listened to music and speeches. The major address, in response to the 
toast, "The Dayan' A' Wha Honor It," was delivered by Andrew 
Bannatyne, who spoke of the significance of the day, the strength of the 
Scottish character, the future of the Northwest and the role that the 
Society could have in shaping that future. Among the invited guests 
were Major Gerraghty, Captain Scott, Rev. George Bryce, the attorney 
general and two members of the legislative assembly. A military band 
and the Society's piper, John Hackett, provided the entertainment. 

The procedures and rituals established in 1871 for the observance 
of the Day have remained virtually unchanged. A church service is still 
conducted but, for convenience's sake, it is held on the Sunday nearest 
November 30; and the sermon is usually preached by the Society's 
chaplain. The sermons often reflect the ideological aspirations of the 
Society. At the service held in 1917, for example, J. W. Macmillan ... 
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maintained that four streams have flowed out from Scotland to the 
world. Firstly, the stream of democracy; secondly, a stream of 
soldierly virtues; thirdly, a stream of intellectual strength; and, 
fourthly, a stream that always made for righteousness. 

Since the First World War was on at the time, the reference to 
"soldierly virtues" had a particular connotation: it indicated the 
speaker's - and the Society's - support of the war. 

There cannot, of course, be a St. Andrew's Day Dinner without a 
menu; and one of the favorite parts of the celebration is the meal itself. 
Usually, it is composed of as many Scottish delicacies as possible. At 
the 1933 Dinner, for example, those in attendance were treated to, 
among other things, "Warm Scots Broth," I"IHaggis wi' a' the 
Honowis," "Roastit Bubbly Jock weel Stuffed," and for dessert, 
shortbread. 

This meal, however, pales in comparison to the veritable feast 
served in 1874. The one hundred or so men who gathered at the 
Exchange Hotel on that occasion were regaled with a dinner described 
as the "ne plus ultra" and, more explicitly, as "the best ... ever 
produced in the prairie province." The menu is so extensive it is worth 
quoting in full: 

Soup 

Fish 

Roasts 

Boiled 

Colds 

Game 

BILL OF FARE 
Scotch Broth; Fresh Oyster; Ox Tail. 

Baked Salmon Trout, wine sauce; Boiled White 
Fish, egg sauce. 

Roast Venison, currant jelly; Roast Beef and 
horse radish; Roast Mutton; Ribs of Beef; Loin of 
Southdown Mutton; Roast Pork and applesauce; 
Shoulder of Lamb, stuffed; Baked Ham, cham
pagne sauce; Roast Turkey, cranberry sauce; 
Roast Goose and applesauce; Roast Chicken, 
brown gravy. 

Boiled Leg of Mutton, caper sauce; Boiled 
Tongue, tomato sauce; Sheep's Head and 
Trotters; Corned Beef and Cabbage. 

Ham, Tongue, Heart, Mutton, Corned Beef, 
Roast Beef, Lamb, Pork. 

Partridge and bread sauce; Roast Duck and apple
sauce; Prairie Chicken; Grouse of Chicken. 
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Entrees 

Vegetables 

Sauces 

Pastry 

Puddings 

Ice Cream 
Cakes 

Light Rolls 

Jellies 
Cheese 
Dessert 

Small Mutton Pie, a la Windsor; Ribs of Lamb 
stewed with small vegetables; Haricot of Mutton, 
Edinburgh style; Stewed Kidneys with fine herbs; 
Queen Fritters, Persian style; Hominy Fritters, a 
la creole; Stewed macaroni with Cream, New 
York style; Oyster Patties, a la Creme; Stewed 
Giblets with vegetables; Rabbit Pie, Mexican 
style; Stewed Rabbit; Meat Pie, city style; 
Scalloped Oysters. 
Boiled potatoes, Mashed potatoes, Baked pota
toes, Tomatoes, Green Corn, Mashed Turnips, 
Kidney Beans, Green Peas, Boiled Hominy, 
Boiled Rice, Celery. 
Worcester, Challenge, Chutney, Mixed Pickles, 
Pickles Chow-Chow, Cole Slaw, French Mus
tard. 
Mince pie, Lemon pie, Cocoanut pie, Green 
Apple pie, Grape pie, Strawberry pie, Raspberry 
pie, Pineapple pie, Peach pie, Blackberry pie, 
Currant, Orange, Lemon and Cranberry Tartlets. 
English Plum Pudding and brandy sauce; 
Steamed Pudding, lemon flavor; Grape Roll; 
Strawberry Roll. 
Vanilla, lemon 
Fruit, Sponge, Pound, Mock Charlotte, Lemon, 
Marble, Gold, Silver, Jelly, California, Cocoanut, 
Currant, Peramington. 
Oatmeal Cake, Rusks, Graham Gems, Graham 
Bread. 
Black currant, Orange, Lemon. 

English Walnuts, Almonds, Raisins, Filberts, 
Pecan Nuts, Brazil Nuts, Green Apples, Grapes, 
Pop Corn, Figs, Pea Nuts, Tea, Coffee. 

Members of the Society were apparently gourmets - or possibly 
gourmands? - in those days. Feasts of this magnitude, or near it, 
characterize many of the early Dinners. The 1881 menu, for example, 
was almost as lavish, and it included not one but two choices of haggis 
- i.e., "sheep's head and haggis," and "haggis from Kylie Major". 
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For many years now the bill of fare has been much simpler, but 
there have been few complaints. The 1981 menu (with appropriate 
quotations selected by the Society's Bard, Rev. Dr. A. S. R. Tweedie) is 
typical: 

SCOTCH BROTH 

/lYon mixty-maxty queer hotch-potch" 

HAGGIS AND NEEPS 

The food of the gods/ preceded by the music of Paradise 
-Anon. 

ROAST PRIME RIB OF BEEF 

/lAnd whiles rm kind 0/ pleased a blink 
An/ kind 0/ fleyed forbye to think 
For a/ my routh 0/ meat an/ drink 

And waste 0/ crumb 
rll mebbe have to thole wi/ skink 

In Kingdom Come." 

- R. L. Stevenson 

GLAZED CARROTS BEANS AMANDINE 

OVEN ROAST POTATOES 

SCOTCH TRIFLE 

COFFEE TEA 

When a/ the world/s stotterin/ 
Like tatties in a pot 
And man/s chief end is naethin' 
But to cut his brother's throat, 
0' Godly thochts and kindly deeds 
The Lord gie us increase/ 
For the DeiI's a busy bishop 
In his ain diocese. 

- David Rorie/ M.D. 
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Andrew Russell addressing the Haggis, 1971 

Though simpler than those of yore, the 1981 menu seemed to 
impress not only members but guests. When Lord Birsay, the main 
speaker of the evening, was served his great slab of roast prime rib of 
beef, he remarked: "Is this all for me, or do I have to share it with 
somebody else?" 

Extravagant as the 1874 menu was, there are two things puzzling 
about it. The first is the fact that, with so many options in every other 
part of the bill of fare, there is no choice of cheeses. The second is that 
there is no mention of haggis. What would a St. Andrew's Dinner be 
without haggis, and the address to the haggis which accompanies it? If 
it was not an oversight in the printing of the menu, the 1874 dinner 
must have been the only one at which haggis was not served. 

The haggis, of course, requires the appropriate ritual. It is piped in 
with all the honors and borne aloft by the haggis-bearer until it reaches 
its designated place in the banquet hall. It is then given its further due 
with the recital of Burns' poem, To a Haggis, after which it is piped out 
again before it can be served to the multitude. 

In the early days, the haggis was piped in by the Society's own 
piper but, after the Camerons were gazetted, Cameron pipers took 
part. After the Winnipeg Police Pipe Band was formed in 1921, they, 
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too, were included. This practice prevailed until the formation of the 
Society's own pipe band, under Pipe Major R. A. Fraser, in 1973. The 
two pipers who have the longest record of service in this capacity are 
Pipe Majors Jock Coghill and Neil Sutherland who, between them (and 
often together), helped pipe in the haggis at every dinner from 1919 to 
1971. 

As for the address to the haggis, it has been rendered with 
distinction by a number of members of the Society, but few will 
question the statement that the man who did the bonniest job was 
Andrew Russell who performed the honors from 1955 to 1969, and 
came out of retirement to do it again in 1971 and 1972. Andrew, a 
trained elocutionist, was a master of the art. Since his retirement he has 
had some imitators but no peers. 

Unaccountably, there are people - usually newspaper reporters 
who are looking for a story and have a warped sense of humor - who 
claim they do not like haggis. Typical of this type of jaundiced 
journalism is the following extract from an article which appeared in 
the Manitoba Free Press after the St. Andrew's Dinner in 1901: 

It was an essentially Scottish ban~uet even to the menu, or as it 
was termed the "caird 0' guid things.' Its most prominent dish was 
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the celebrated haggis and, as it was carried into the room with the 
accompaniment of the pipes, the guests all rose and cheered their 
approbation. But, it must be confessed, when they came to digest 
tne dish they were not so enthusiastic. "The great chieftain 0' the 
puddin' race," as it was termed by Bobby Burns, has a flavor all its 
own, and in the idea of most of those present, it is well that the 
occasion for digestion comes but once a year. 

But the Free Press is not alone in making disparaging remarks 
about the haggiS. The Winnipeg Tribune, not to be outdone, has this to 
say: 

Scots, as it has been remarked on thousands of occasions, are a 
hardy race. This is One of the occasions in which they display their 
fortitude. For tonight they will go calmly to their beds and as calmly 
sleep. Men of any other race, remembering that on the morrow they 
would have to eat haggis, would toss and turn and worry and fret, 
and like the cowards they are, die a thousand deaths. Not so the 
Scot. He will go to sleep. 

Over the years the Scot has become used to news items like this. It 
does not prevent him, at a St. Andrew's Dinner, from enjoying his full 
share of haggis; nor does it deter the hotel chef, in his wisdom, from 
ordering an extra supply to sell to the many celebrants who wish to 
have more to take home for some future occasion. To the Scot, the 
haggis is still "the great chieftain 0' the puddin' race." 

While these same ill-informed sources frequently publish their 
own versions of the recipe for haggis, the Scot, with a twinkle in his 
eye, will assert that the true version is this: "A pudding made out of 
oatmeal, suet, liver and lights, duly salted and peppered and cooked in 
a sheep's stomach, all mixed up with Englishmen's blood." 

Stories, pro and con, about haggis could be recounted ad 
infinitum. Let one more suffice here. It involves the wee laddie who 
had asked his mother the age-old question, "What is haggis made of?" 
The mother replied after the manner described in the preceding 
paragraph, but without the reference to Englishman's blood. "And," 
she concluded, "it's all cooked in a sheep's stomach." "My," said the 
wee laddie, "I didn't know a sheep's stomach got that hot!" 

The haggis, however, is only one part of a St. Andrew's Dinner. 
After the haggis comes the dancing. For many years the dancers at the 
St. Andrew's Dinner in Winnipeg were lasses provided by the 
Highland Dancers Association. And bonnie lasses - and bonnie 
dancers - they were, too. They were the one touch of delightful 
femininity in an otherwise all-male evening. 
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With the formation of the Society's own pipe band, however, the 
days of the lasses at the dinner were over. It was pointed out that 
such dances as the Highland Fling and the Sword Dance were 
meant for male dancers; and, since there were a number of dancers 
in the pipe band, it was decided that they should take over. The 
result is that since 1974 the dancers at the Dinner have all been male, 
and they have done an excellent job. But some members no doubt 
heave a sigh of longing for the old days and the lasses. Some may even 
echo the sentiment of the late Mr. Justice A. K. Dysart. The writer 
recalls sitting beside that gentleman one evening and, after the lasses 
had finished their dancing, he shook his head sadly. "Oh," he sighed, 
"I wish I were as young as I once was, and knew as much about the 
lasses as I do now." 

The formation of the Society's pipe band not only brought a new 
element into the dancing at the Dinner, it introduced something new in 
the way of piping as well. Prior to 1974, piping had been limited to the 
piping in of the head table, the piping in (and out) of the haggis, and 
such piping as was required for the Highland dancers. Since then, 
however, the band itself has been a regular feature of the program - a 
new plus to the evening, and one that is much enjoyed. 

Also much enjoyed over the years has been the choir, singing the 
music of Scotland. For many years the Society had its own St. Andrew's 
Male Voice Choir, led at various times by W. Davidson Thompson, 
Peter Logan, James Fraser and James Duncan. The Society recruited its 
choir from both within and beyond its membership, and it included 
some of the finest male voices in Winnipeg. In the days when the 
program of the St. Andrew's Dinner was broadcast coast-to-coast over 
CBC Radio, the choir received plaudits not only from those in 
attendance but from all over the country. Its program varied from year 
to year but, on the insistence of members, two numbers always had to 
be included - The Hundred Pipers and The Border Ballad. The choir 
had an especially fine time with the last verse of The Hundred Pipers, 
which it sang thus: 

Dumfoon'ert the English, they saw, they saw, 
Dumfoon'ert they heard the blaw, the blaw, 
Dumfoon'ert (hah!) they a' ran awa', awa', 
Frae the hundred pipers, an' a' an' a'. 

But, if The Hundred Pipers was a staple feature, The Border Ballad was 
always the finale. Sometimes the choir would retire without singing 
this number, but it was only a ploy: they knew that, sooner or later, 
they would have to come back and sing it. 
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Head table guests: Lt.-Gov. W. J. McKeag, President Rory MacLennan, Earl of Elgin, 
Premier Edward Schreyer, at 1971 dinner 

The writer first heard the St. Andrew's Male Voice Choir over CBC 
Radio in 1936, and he has never forgotten the experience. It was not 
until ten years later that he heard it at first hand. On both occasions it 
was led by James Fraser, who continued as conductor until 1955. On his 
retirement, James Duncan took over for a few years, but circumstances 
forced him, too, to retire after the 1959 Dinner. At this point, because of 
difficulty in securing choir members, the choir was disbanded. It was a 
sore loss to the Society. The Male Voice Choir had been its pride and 
joy for decades, and there was some consternation as to how the 
Dinners could be the same without it. 

Happily, a solution was found. Barrie Anderson, a long-time 
friend of the Society, was at that time conductor of the Metro Male 
Voice Chorus; and for two years, under his leadership, the Metro 
Chorus took over from where the St. Andrew's Male Voice Choir had 
left off. 

In 1962, another change was made. The Daniel McIntyre Alumni 
Choir, under the leadership of Glen Pierce, had won acclaim for its 
singing in Wales. Someone got the inspiration to invite Mr. Pierce and 
his choir to provide the music for St. Andrew's Nicht that year. It was 
the beginning of an association that continued for a full decade and, 
indirectly, to the present day; for, when Mr. Pierce retired, Barrie 
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Anderson again took over, this time as conductor of the Daniel 
McIntyre Madrigal Choir. The Madrigal Choir has sung at every Dinner 
since 1972. In 1976, still under Mr. Anderson's leadership, the Madrigal 
Choir was joined by the Winnipeg Police Male Voice Choir; and, since 
1980, these two choirs, in turn, have been joined by the Daniel 
McIntyre Alumni Choir. 

So the fine tradition of singing begun by the St. Andrew's Male 
Voice Choir has been perpetuated, but with this difference: The Border 
Ballad is still sung, but it is years since the Society has had the pleasure 
of hearing the St. Andrew's rendition of The Hundred Pipers. In its 
place another beautiful Scottish song has been introduced - the 
metrical version of the 23rd Psalm to the tune Crimond. As in the old 
days the choir could not retire without singing The Border Ballad, so, in 
more recent times, it cannot retire without singing Crimond, with the 
entire audience joining in the final verse. It is a moving experience. 

Equally moving are the greetings which come to the Society from 
sister societies all over the world. These greetings - or, at least, 
samplings of them - are read each year by the Society's Bard. And the 
Bards of the Society are a long-lived lot. Within the writer's memory, 
there have been only three - Robert Stevenson, Chief Constable 
George Smith and the present Bard, Rev. Dr. A. S. R. Tweedie. 
Between them, Chief Smith and Dr. Tweedie have held the office for 
the better part of forty years. The Society may change its Presidents 
frequently, but it is loath to change its Bards. 

Each Bard brings his own personality to the office. Chief Smith 
would always end his list of greetings with one from Aberdeen 
(whether he had received a message from that city or not). Occasionally 
he would end his greetings without mentioning Aberdeen, and make 
as if to sit down. But his audience was ready for him. "What about 
Aberdeen, George?" they would call. And he would obligingly stand 
up and deliver the looked-for message - usually something to do with 
Aberdonian thriftiness. 

When Stuart Tweedie became the Bard, the greetings from sister 
societies were (and still are) presented in a different manner, and from 
a different angle, each year - no mean accomplishment when it is 
recalled that, as of this year's Dinner, he will have served in the office 
of Bard for a period of 22 years. 

But the Bard not only has the duty of reading greetings from sister 
societies, he has the responsibility for providing suitable quotations 
and verses for the Dinner program and of selecting or devising the 
Society's own greeting. In Stuart Tweedie's case, the greeting has 
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always been in the form of a verse from a well-known, or little-known, 
Scottish poet. These have ranged all the way from Allan Ramsay to Hugh 
Haliburton o. Logie Robertson) to David Shaw. 

Some earlier Bards, however, have devised their own verses, as 
was the case with Robert Stevenson. Mr. Stevenson's greeting for the 
72nd Annual Dinner reads as follows: 

In our cold and stern November 
Comes "The Day" that Scots remember, 
And near and far where' er they are, 
By alien shore or harbour bar, 
They muse on that dear spot of earth, 
The old homeland that gave them birth, 
And breathe a silent, fervent prayer 
That naught may harm that spot so fair. 

And musing still they see a hill 
Whereon a piper plays with skill, 
Charming the children from the town 
To dance upon the heather brown. 
Those restless feet will never tire 
Till they have scaled, with hearts afire, 
The ramparts of a war-torn world 
And see St. Andrew's flag unfurled -

in peace. 

The mention of a "war-torn" world has reference, of course, to the 
Second World War, in which Canada, as well as Scotland, was 
involved. 

What is particularly moving about the sending and receiving of 
these greetings is the feeling they give of the cameraderie that exists 
among brither Scots all over the world. They let the members of the St. 
Andrew's Society of Winnipeg know that, in their celebration of things 
Scottish, they are not alone. Greetings are sent to, and received from, 
sister societies in such far-flung places as Brisbane (Australia), Dunedin 
(New Zealand), Sao Paulo (Brazil), Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur and the Solo
mon Islands, as well as all over North and Central America, and Great 
Britain (including Scotland herself). 

In 1981, no fewer than 71 such greetings were sent out by the Society 
and almost as many received in return. They remind us of the bond that 
holds Scotsmen together, not only "from Maiden Kirk to John o'Groats", 
but wherever this far-wandering race has gone. On St. Andrew's Nicht, 
no matter how far they may be apart, they are all one in paying tribute to 
St. Andrew and remembering the land from which they, or their fathers, 
have come. 
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Donald Avison Torn Saunders Roger Graham 
Founding fathers of exchange visits between the Edmonton Bums Club and the St. Andrew's Society of Winnipeg 

Also part of a St. Andrew's evening are the insignia or regalia with 
which the banquet hall is decorated. From its earliest years the Society 
has made use of such regalia, but it is only in recent times that a 
concerted effort has been made to have a significant number of clan 
shields and tartans on display. The man chiefly responsible for this was 
Dr. Ian Grant (President in 1968-69). Through his initiative twenty 
tartan shields were acquired to go along with the two large wall flags of 
Scotland - the flag of St. Andrew and the Lion Rampant. 

In 1971, a special St. Andrew's flag was acquired from 
Athelstaneford, where legend tells us that the cross of St. Andrew in its 
relationship to Scotland originated. This flag now graces the wall 
behind the head table. Ten years later a new shield - "The St. 
Andrew's Shield" - was introduced with the name of the Society on it; 
and, under the direction of a present board member, George Inkster, 
further emblems and insignia are being considered. Items such as these 
make a St. Andrew's Dinner pleasant to the eye as well as to the ear and 
add their own touch of nostalgia to the evening. 

Only one other matter needs to be dealt with before the conclusion 
of this chapter - the presence of members of the Edmonton Burns 
Club at St. Andrew's Dinners. Members of the St. Andrew's Society 
may have wondered from time to time why, over the past nineteen 
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years, this group of Edmontonians has been on hand, with their 
President seated, as an honored guest, at the head table. 

It all started in 1963, when the writer was invited by the Edmonton 
Burns Club to attend their annual dinner and reply to the toast to the 
Immortal Memory of Robert Burns. On the day following the dinner, in 
conversation with Donald Avison, a Past President of the Edmonton 
Burns Club, he made the observation that, in his opinion, the 
Edmonton Burns Club put on the best Burns Dinner in Western 
Canada and that the St. Andrew's Society of Winnipeg put on the best 
St. Andrew's Dinner. He thought there might be a profitable liaison 
between the two societies, and that they might learn something from 
one another. Why could not half-a-dozen Burns Club members attend 
the St. Andrew's Dinner in Winnipeg each year and a similar 
delegation from the St. Andrew's Society make an annual pilgrimage to 
Edmonton? 

Mr. Avison was receptive to the idea, and he and the writer were 
in process of discussing details, when they were joined by Roger 
Graham, Vice-President of the Edmonton Burns Club, who was also a 
Vice-President of the C.N.R. Mr. Graham, too, was receptive to the 
idea and said that he would put his private car at the disposal of the 
Edmonton contingent for the Winnipeg trip. The writer replied that he 
would try to get a similar contingent to fly from Winnipeg to 
Edmonton; but Mr. Graham said that that would not be necessary. 
There was no need for the Winnipeg contingent to fly to Edmonton: he 
would put his private car at their disposal, too. 

As it turned out, however, this was not necessary. Fay McKenzie, 
a member of the St. Andrew's Society, was also employed by the 
C.N.R. and had his own private car which he made available for the 
Edmonton trip. Thus began an association which has continued. 
During those years, both Mr. Graham and Mr. McKenzie retired from 
the C.N.R. but, for some time after their retirement, the cars were still 
made available, with Robert Bruce in charge of the Winnipeg car. It is 
only during the past few years that the respective delegations have had 
to make it on their own. 

(In 1965, when Roger Graham was President of the Edmonton 
Burns Club, not one, but two private cars went from Winnipeg to 
Edmonton, the second occupied by pipers from the Queen's Own 
Cameron Highlanders of Canada. Mr. Graham had heard them pipe in 
Winnipeg, and declared that he had never heard such marvellous 
piping in his life. He was determined that they should pipe in 
Edmonton at the Burns dinner in the year of his presidency.) 
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Inside Edmonton private railway car - Tom Saunders, Sir Robert Grieve and George Reid 

For a number of years Winnipeg supplied speakers for the 
Edmonton Burns Club, until it finally decided to follow the st. 
Andrew's example and import speakers from Scotland. The Winnipeg 
speakers who addressed the Edmonton Burns Club over a period of 
years included Duff Roblin (then Premier of Manitoba), Richard S. 
Bowles (then Lieutenant-Governor), Peter McLintock (then Editor of 
the Winnipeg Free Press), and three Past-Presidents of the St. 
Andrew's Society, Mr. Justice R. D. (Doc) Guy, Dr. Jock McBeath and 
Dr. Ian Grant. 

In the process each society has learned much from the other, and 
the tradition promises to continue for many years to come. 

It is a tradition, moreover, that has had some interesting sidelights. 
Perhaps the most memorable of these occurred in 1972, when the 
Winnipeg party, though luxuriantly accommodated in the private car 
provided by the C.N.R., never reached Edmonton at all. It was an 
exceptionally cold January that year, and the situation was complicated 
by the fact that the airlines were on strike. People who would normally 
have travelled by air were travelling by train, and these were 
overloaded. Under the circumstances, it was found impossible to attach 
the private car to the end of a passenger train, as was normally the case, 
and it was attached to the end of a freight train instead. 
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But the freight train made exceedingly slow progress. By late 
evening of January 24, when the members of the party retired for the 
night, it had got only as far as Rivers, Manitoba - a long way from 
Edmonton. Chief Constable Norman Stewart was the last person to get 
up next morning, and he was in a very good mood. Normally, because 
of his great height - six foot four-and-a-half inches - he had found it 
difficult to sleep on trains, but this time had been an exception. "I've 
had the best sleep I ever had on a train," he said. "Where are we?" He 
looked out the window and discovered "we" were still at Rivers, 
Manitoba. 

By this time it was obvious that the party would never reach 
Edmonton in time for the dinner that evening. The car would have to 
be turned around and brought back to Winnipeg. But that was no easy 
matter. In the old days of steam-powered locomotives there were 
divisional points on the railway every hundred miles where such a 
manoeuvre would be possible. But, with the advent of diesel-powered 
engines, divisional points had become no longer necessary and had 
been done away with. The result was that the private car had to stay on 
the end of the freight train until it reached Melville, Saskatchewan. 
Here it was disconnected and turned around to wait the arrival of an 
east-bound freight to return to Winnipeg. 

The freight, however, was a long time in coming and the car, cut 
off from its source of power, began to get colder and colder, to the point 
where the steward became concerned that it might freeze up 
completely. Eventually he and Bob Bruce persuaded the authorities at 
Melville to have it shunted into the roundhouse where it could be kept 
warm. 

By this time, it was getting near the hour when, under normal 
conditions, members of the party would have been sitting down to the 
Burns Dinner in Edmonton. Not to be denied, they decided to have 
their Burns Dinner where they were. The steward cooked up a meal fit 
for the occasion, the members of the party donned their tuxedos and 
Burns' anniversary was observed in fine style. There was only one 
thing lacking - haggis. But, despite this, it was decided that the 
address to the haggis should be delivered anyway. Eventually, under 
the promptings of the members of the party, the writer delivered the 
address to the haggis over a bowl of nuts. (It was later suggested that 
he also delivered it to a bunch of nuts!) 

Some time after the dinner, the news was received that an 
east-bound freight train was close at hand. The car was towed out into 
the yard to await it. But it was longer in coming than expected, and the 
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car again began to get cold. When the freight finally arrived the car was 
so cold that Chief Stewart and the writer, deciding that discretion was 
the better part of valor, left the private car and went to the caboose, 
which was a nice, cosy place kept warm by a coal-fired, pot-bellied 
heater. But the other members of the party - Bob Bruce, Rory 
MacLennan, Andrew Tough and Ian Muir - opted to stay in the car 
and play cards. As the car got colder they suited their attire to the 
conditions. They put on their hats, scarves, coats and gloves - and 
continued to play. When the power became so low that the lights grew 
dim, they lit candles. They also fortified themselves against the cold 
with the occasional dram of Scotch whisky. 

Eventually, when they could stand the cold no longer, they, too, 
opted for the caboose. By this time, they were feeling no pain. They 
came to the caboose in boisterous mood, singing Scots songs at the top 
of their voices. But, five minutes later, they were sound asleep and 
snoring. At this point Chief Stewart turned to the writer. "The heat's 
got them," he said. And indeed it had. They continued to sleep (and 
snore) while the freight pulled out of Melville and until it reached its 
first stop, when they were awakened by the steward who had come to 
announce that the heat was on in the private car again, and the party 
could return to it in comfort. 

It should perhaps be added that the temperature in Melville that 
evening was fifty degrees below zero fahrenheit. A year later to the 
day, when the Winnipeg party passed through Melville on its way to 
Edmonton, it was forty degrees above zero fahrenheit - a difference of 
ninety degrees. Such are the vagaries (and variances) of climate in 
winter on the Canadian prairies. 

Because of what happened in 1972, it is obvious that no St. 
Andrew's member has attended all the Burns Dinners in Edmonton 
over the past 19 years. But one Burns Club member (George Reid, who 
is also a member of the St. Andrew's Society of Winnipeg) has attended 
every St. Andrew's Dinner over that period, although there have been 
times when he has got there only with difficulty. His most amazing 
exploit occurred in 1977. On the day before the Dinner he was on a 
business trip which took him to Yellowknife in the Northwest 
Territories, but he was determined to be in Winnipeg for the following 
evening. He was unable to secure a regular flight from Yellowknife; but 
nothing daunted, he resorted to the polar route: he flew, via Transair, 
from Yellowknife to Churchill, and from Churchill to Winnipeg. And 
he made it in time for the Dinner that evening. When Mr. Reid attends 
the St. Andrew's Dinner this year (which he has every intention of 
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doing), it will mark the twentieth successive occasion when he has been 
present. 

These, then, are some reflections on the Dinners that have marked 
the history of the St. Andrew's Society over the past 112 years. 
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Speakers 

Interspersed with the entertainments of the evening at a St. 
Andrew's Dinner are the toasts. For many decades, the toast list was a 
lengthy one, with everything from the reigning monarch to the local 
newspapermen being saluted. In 1885, there were fifteen separate 
toasts. With a generous libation of Scotch whisky accompanying each 
toast, it made for a merry evening. Eventually, however, the toast list 
was streamlined and two toasts came to assume prominence over the 
others - those to "The Dayan' A' Wha Honor It," and "Canada, the 
Land of Our Adoption" (later changed to "Canada, the Land We Live 
In"). These toasts acknowledged the two primary influences on the life 
of the Society - Scotland and Canada. 

In the early days especially, the responses to the toasts provided 
the Scot with the opportunity to discard any unlikely modesty he might 
have had and proclaim his many achievements. Indeed, as the 
Winnipeg Tribune noted, "there is some question of whether St. 
Andrew's Day is observed for the Scotsmen to do honor to the saint -
or for the world to do honor to Scotsmen." 

On St. Andrew's Day the Scot is capable of doing honor to himself. 
As Rev. Dr. R. Bruce Taylor, Principal of Queen's University, stated in 
1925: "We are a modest people, aye modest, and St. Andrew's Day is 
the one season when we can foregather to recount the deeds of our 
ancestors and recall with honest pride the achievements of our race." 

Traditionally, the responses to the toasts have praised Scottish 
character, with its emphasis on fidelity, courage, tenacity, morality and 
thrift. Scottish achievements in the arts, commerce and politics, at 
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Lord Aberdeen, 
Governor General of Canada 1893-98 

Courtesy of Public Archives of Canada 

Lord Tweedsmuir, 
Governor General of Canada 1935-40 

Courtesy of Public Archives of Canada 

home and abroad, are also mentioned. In keeping with the Society's 
frontier heritage, a common practice has been to recount the exploits of 
Scots in Manitoba. Stories of the fur-traders, the Selkirk settlers and, of 
course, the great Scot himself, Lord Selkirk, are told, ever mindful of 
the lessons they might have for those present. 

In the early years, the responses to the toasts were delivered 
mainly by local personalities (often by members of the Society itself); 
but, as the Society developed, more prominent individuals, including 
renowned professionals and businessmen, politicians and Governors 
General, performed the task. 

A memorable Dinner was that of 1895, when Governor General 
Lord Aberdeen was in attendance. Something of the atmosphere of the 
occasion was captured by James Lawler in the Winnipeg Tribune: 

Crowned with success ... These words represent the result of 
the great St. Andrew's banquet at the Manitooa [hotel] last night. 
When Piper Collie, who was reinforced by Standard-Bearer Gordon, 
struck up the Gordon Highlanders, 200 clansmen lined up behind 
Lord Aberdeen (Lady Aberdeen was in the gallery) and President 
D. W. McDermid and marched to the inspIring strains into the 
banquet hall. The balcony was decorated with handlings and 
festoons of Gordon tartan. The hall was a blaze of colored lIghts, a 
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sheen of silver and white and green, with a marvellous display of 
palms, ferns and flowering plants. 

Also memorable was the Dinner of 1936, at which another 
Governor General, Lord Tweedsmuir, responded to the toast, "The 
Dayan' A' Wha Honor It." The 600 banqueteers all but raised the roof 
of the old Royal Alexandra Hotel when "the Chief Scot of Canada" was 
introduced. "For he's a jolly good fellow" was sung with enthusiasm, 
rivaled only, it was claimed, by the Dinner of 1895 and the introduction 
of Lord Aberdeen. As a tribute to their distinguished guest, the pipers, 
in their parade around the dining room, stopped at the head table and 
proposed an ancient Gaelic toast to the Governor General. 

In his address, which was broadcast on national radio by the CBC, 
Lord Tweedsmuir commented that, to him, Canada seemed "Scotland 
writ large": 

I find pine forest and swift streams, and trout, and salmon, and 
mountains which are Scotland on a grander scale; and I find in parts 
of the prairie green rolling hills like my own borders. I find 
everywnere men and women of Scots blood who still, after several 
generations, often retain the soft Highland voice or the broad 
Lowland speech. I have now been a good deal up and down 
Canada, and eveIYV\l'here I go, I am greeted by the sound of the 
pipes. You need only the neather and a Scots mist to make the 
resemblance complete. 

Being a son of the manse, Lord Tweedsmuir had something to say 
about the place of religion in Scottish life; but he was forced to admit 
that there were times when the Scot's relationship to his religion took 
strange turns. In this connection he told the story of Sandy, who had 
got slightly inebriated one Saturday evening and, in his inebriated 
condition, decided that he wanted to join the kirk. So he went to the 
manse to see about it. "Minister," he said, "I want to join the kirk." 
The minister looked at Sandy and said, "Weel noo, Sandy, we'd like it 
fine if ye were to join the kirk. But do ye no' think it wad be better if ye 
were to go home noo and come back and see me about it again when 
ye're sober?" "Ach, no," said Sandy. "That wadna do at a'. I want to 
join the kirk noo; for, man, when I'm sober I dinna gi'e a damn aboot 
the kirk." 

The story of Sandy puts in mind other stories of a like ilk, such as 
the one about the old Scots lady during the Second World War. This old 
lady always managed to remain unexcited and calm, even during the 
worst of the air raids; and one day one of her neighbors decided to ask 
her about it. "Mrs. McWhirter," she said, "hoo is it that ye always 
manage to remain so cool and calm and collected when thae air raids 
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Banquet scene at Fort Garry Hotel, 1971 

are on?" And the old body replied: "Weel, noo," she said, "I'll tell yeo 
It's my religion that does it. When I hear thae nasty planes dronin' 
overhead, what I do is this. First, I tak' the big family Bible doon aff the 
shelf, and I turn to the twenty-third Psalm, where it says, 'Though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for 
Thou art with me.' Then I getdoon on my knees, and I offer up a wee 
bit prayer. Then I gang to the cupboard and I tak' do on the bottle, and I 
have a wee drap 0' whisky to steady rna nerves. Then I climb into bed 
and I haul up the covers - and then I tell Hitler to go to hell." 

On a more serious note, the Governor General encouraged Scots 
the world over to preserve the rich and varied traditions of their native 
land: 

Scottish-Canadians can do much to preserve the Scottish idiom 
in life and letters. We must think of Scotland, not as a toast, but as a 
real thing, a country, and a home. 

He went on to urge upon Winnipeg Scots one final duty - to strive 
for world unity: 

Today unity is the crying need of the world; unity instead of 
antagonism; co-operation instead of rivalry. We need a unity of 
spirit [among] the nations of the world, for that is the only pathway 
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to peace. In the intricate and perilous problems of today, let us 
make our Scottish traditions an inspiration and an example. 

Looking back on these words today there is, of course, a terrible 
irony about them. When they were spoken, Hitler was already in 
the seat of power in Germany, and less than three years later the 
world was to be plunged into the most devastating war in all 
history. 

Speakers who have addressed the members of the Society at St. 
Andrew's Dinners have almost always been Scotsmen, or men of 
Scottish descent. There have, however, been a few exceptions. One 
such exception was Lester Pearson, then leader of the Opposition in 
Ottawa. (Both he and his great rival, John Diefenbaker - a Scot on his 
mother's side of the family - were guest-speakers at different times, as 
was Tommy Douglas, Leader of the N.D.P.) Feeling somewhat 
incapacitated to address a Scottish gathering, Mr. Pearson at first 
endeavored to see if he might not have some Scottish blood in him 
somewhere: 

I confess . . . that tonight I could wish that my own mixture 
contained some Scotch. In the hope that it might, I have lately 
indulged in some genealogical research to see if, perchance, the 
name Pearson - my forebears came to Ireland with Cromwell via 
Yorkshire - might not have been in its North England form a 
Sassenach corruption of MacPherson. In that happy circumstance, I 
might be able to claim that I am descended from some members of a 
Scottish clan who had drifted across the border, as so many Scots 
have done without changing their names, in pursuit of prey or 
plenty; or as missionaries to elevate to a higher level of civilization 
those lesser breeds to the south, improving, naturally, their own 
financial position in the process. 

His efforts proving unfruitful, Mr. Pearson noted that his 
non-Scottish origin might be advantageous in performing the task at 
hand: 

Without fear or prejudice, refusing to be led away by 
sentiments, or haggis, or heather, I can stand back, survey and 
appreciate your virtues; what Scotsmen and Scotland have meant to 
the w<;>rld, including that good and glorious part of the world which 
is Canada. 

Another non-Scot who spoke at a St. Andrew's Dinner (he teamed 
up with Lord Tweedsmuir in 1936) was Leonard Brockington, then 
Chairman of the CBC. In his address, Mr. Brockington described what 
Scotland meant to him: 
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. . . the pipes of the misty moorland, the Skye boatmen . . . Sir 
Walter Scott, working to payoff debts that no act of parliament 
adjusted; Livingstone laboring in the green mansions of the deep 
forest; Erskine pleading for freedom of speech; and him who 
walked beside his plough in courage and joy and wrote the national 
anthem of mankind. 

He then stated how proud he was, as a Canadian, to share in this 
heritage: 

I am proud that some of Canada's fires were reborn from the 
deathless embers of a nation that has helped teach us, by example, 
the nobility of labor, the dignity of grief, the honesty of thought, the 
chivalry of courage, and the essential humanity of brotherhood that 
binds us all. 

The introduction of non-Scots as speakers at St. Andrew's Dinners 
was one of several indications that the Society was becoming more 
liberal in its views. Such a move would have been unthinkable in the 
early days when the Scots were considered a breed apart, when they 
believed that the development of the great Northwest was up to them 
alone. As has been noted, this was the sentiment expressed by Andrew 
Bannatyne at the first St. Andrew's Dinner, and it was echoed by many 
others. Gilbert McMicken, for example, attributed all he was, and all he 
had achieved, to the fact that he was a Scot: 

For myself [he told a St. Andrew's gathering] I can say, that 40 
years ago I came to this country and all the certificate of character I 
had in the world was that I was a Scotchman. I brought with me, 
implanted in my nature, those principles for which the heroes of my 
country fought and bled and died. With these glorious principles to 
actuate me, I came to this continent to carve out my own destiny 
and I can stand before you all and say, emphatically, that today, 
whether little or much success has attended my efforts, that success 
is largely due to the aspirations that were born with me in that old 
land we all love so well and which were cultivated in me from my 
earliest years. 

Even Principal John MacKay of Manitoba College echoed this type 
of Scottish chauvinism: 

. . . nor is it evidence of false pride to say that the Scottish people 
stand easily among the foremost of those elements to which the 
world looks with confidence and hope for guidance and assistance 
in remaking the world. 

He repeated this thought on another occasion, at a time when 
people from Central and Eastern Europe were emigrating to Canada: 
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The mid-European races are deliberately encouraging the 
immigration of theIr own kith and kin. Whatever values they may 
ultimately prove to have as citizens, it goes without saying that, for 
immediateIy attacking the problems which now confront us, they 
are in no wise comparable as Canadian citizens to the members of 
our own race. 

The fact is that it took a long time for members of the St. Andrew's 
Society, and for Scots generally, to learn both tolerance and respect for 
people of other races and nationalities who, with them, were ultimately 
to make up the Canadian mosaic. Happily, however, such tolerance 
and respect were eventually to come. One needs only to compare 
statements such as those by Gilbert McMicken and Principal MacKay 
with that of Andrew Tough in 1976 to realize the new tolerance that 
had come to mark the Society's thinking: 

... by tradition the toast to "Canada, the Land We Live In," when 
~ven at our anniversary assemblies, has been taken to mean 
'Canada, the Land That We, the Scots, Live In" - to the exclusion 
of everybody else. 

I put it to you that we have to broaden our horizons. 
There is no doubt that, over the years, the Scot has played a 

large part in the development of our country. This is quite natural
the Scot is, by upbringmg and inclination, a pioneer ... 

[But] eventually we had to have help. 
Gentlemen, the country was just too damned big for us to do it 

all by ourselves. 
Our Indian friends helped us to get settled in - they helped 

our forefathers find food and shelter - and taught them the ways of 
the harsh land. Our brother men of French ancestry worked with 
the early Scottish settlers . . . 

Later came our Jewish friends, our Ukrainian, Icelandic, Polish, 
German, Dutch, Greek, Italian, Irish and eventually Japanese, East 
Indian and African friends - all here to work and buIld upon the 
foundation laid by the Indians, the French and the Scots - all 
contributing to the growth and development of Canada. 

Gentlemen, I suggest that the St. Andrew's Society, and other 
similarly oriented groups, must NOT be divisive in outlook and 
purpose. Groups such as ours can be vehicles through which we can 
worK together for the benefit and betterment of aIr Canadians. 

With an eye on the "French fact" in Canadian history, Mr. Tough 
went on to say: "Possibly a case can be made for a revival, in our great 
city, of the historic alliance between France and Scotland ... " 

There were several reasons for this more liberal attitude on the part 
of the Society. First, Anglo-Saxons generally (in Canada at least) had 
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come to recognize that peoples of other races and nationalities had their 
virtues too. They had come not only to tolerate but to respect and 
admire their fellow-Canadians of whatever racial or national back
ground, and to accept the fact of the Canadian mosaic. 

Within the Society, this had first made itself evident in the 
introduction of non-Scots as speakers in the 1930s and 1940s, but, 
strangely enough, it found perhaps its greatest impetus in the fact that, 
in 1966, it made the momentous decision to import speakers to reply to 
the toast, "The Dayan' A' Wha Honor It," from Scotland. On the 
surface, this may have seemed like a step in the direction of making the 
Dinners more Scottish than before. In fact, however, it had the 
opposite effect. The speakers from Scotland undoubtedly lent an 
especially Scottish flavpr to the occasion, but their very presence 
seemed to inspire Canadian speakers, who replied to the toast, 
"Canada, the Land We Live In," to be more Canadian in their 
comments. There was less nostalgia and more concern for current 
events. Andrew Tough's speech in 1976 was one indication of this. So 
was the speech made by A. J. Oack) MacIver in 1979. Mr. MacIver, 
indeed, echoed some of the sentiments expressed by Andrew Tough 
three years before, with the added dimension that he himself, though 
of Scottish descent, was Canadian born: 

First and foremost I am a Canadian. I also happen to have been 
born and bred here in Manitoba. However, that does not make me 
any more a Canadian than a Nova Scotian, a Torontonian or an 
Albertan: just as my ancestry does not make me any more or less a 
Canadian than a person of French, Ukrainian or Jewish origin, or of 
any other origin, for that matter. 

He referred to the St. Andrew's Society as only "one very small 
element in [our] social fabric," and made an appeal for that unity in its 
diversity without which Canada could not realize its full potential. 
During the Second World War, he said, he had served in the Navy
and it was Canada's Navy. It did not belong to any section of the 
country, or to any particular nationality or race apart from the others
and that is how it should be with Canada, not only in time of war but in 
time of peace. 

The tribute to non-Scots in Canada was finally re-echoed by A. M. 
Runciman in 1981. After regaling his audience with some statistics 
about the size and population of Canada, he went on to say: 

Such bald statistics tell us nothing of the qualities of that land 
[Canada] or of those people. Nothing of the scenic beauty of our 
country. Nothing of its undulating plains, spectacular mountains, 
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matchless seascapes and rolling tundra. They tell us nothing of the 
productivity of our mines, and forests, and fertile farmlands with 
which we are so inordinately blessed. 

Similarly, numbers tell us nothing of the qualities of our people 
drawn from many lands around the world . . . 

Mr. Runciman went on to deal with what he saw as one of the 
main problems of the present. Canada, like the United States, he said, 
had had, as one of its greatest appeals in the past, an emphasis on 
equality of opportunity. Today that had been equated to mean that 
everybody should be equal. "People want, or governments seem to be 
insisting on, the fact that people be equal." The result was, he said, that 
today there was far too much government interference in people's 
lives. In this connection he quoted a statement by his great predecessor 
as President of the Grain Growers Association, and an honored 
member of the St. Andrew's Society: 

As long ago as 1920, the late T. A. Crerar ... said: "There is a 
growing tendency on the part of many of the Canadian people . . . 
to throw upon the institution we can 'government' a multiplicity 
and complexity of duties. It is very questIonable how far this will in 
the long run work out successfully. In the end it will probably be 
found that people can do most things better for themselves through 
the medium of co-operation than can possibly be done by 
government agencies.' 

"We cannot," said Mr. Runciman, " 'equalize' everyone." 

Statements such as these indicate the contemporary nature of the 
'speeches which have been made to the Society over the past number of 
years. Even when tribute is paid to the past - and to the Scot's role in 
the past - the speech always moves forward to deal with the problems 
of the present and the hopes for the future. This was the case in the 
speech delivered by Hon. Richard S. Bowles in 1967 (the Centenary of 
Confederation). In his remarks, Mr. Bowles went as far back as Lord 
Selkirk but, by the time he had finished, he was as modern as 
tomorrow. His subject was education, and he had this to say about it: 

Lord Selkirk, on his first visit here in 1817, gathered round him 
his people and he said: "This parish will be called Kildonan; that lot 
will be for the school and that [pointing to another across the creek] 
for the church." The parish, the school and the Church provided for 
in one sentence. 

. . . the greatest need in Canada today is not money but 
educated men. 

Fifty per cent of Canadian children now entering grade one will 
work at jobs that do not even exist today. 
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Eighty-five per cent of our rural children will move to the city 
and so must be educated for urban life. 

Technological change is so rapid that each young person who 
enters industry must be prepared during his lifetime to move from a 
first, to a second, to a thud, to a fourth career. Scientific knowledge 
doubles every ten years, and half of what is taught today will be out 
of date by 1977. 

Modern technolo~ creates a new relationship between man, 
his education and hIS work. Man as a person must have an 
education to survive as man as workman ... 

He reminded his audience of the fact that, in building for this 
future, much could be learned from Scotland; and he ended this part of 
his speech by quoting the statement of Sir J. M. Barrie in his rectorial 
address to the students of St. Andrew's University almost 50 years 
before: 

"Mighty are the Universities of Scotland, and they will prevail. 
But even in your highest exultations, never forget that they are not 
four, but five. The greatest of them is the poor, proud homes you 
come out of, which said so long a~o: 'There shall be education in 
this land.' She, not St. Andrew s, is the oldest University in 
Scotland, and all the others are her whelps." 

So Mr. Bowles tied the past to the present and made his 
prognostication for the future. He had, however, one other contempor
ary problem to deal with - Canadian unity, the need for which was 
first emphasized by Lord Tweedsmuir at the Dinner in 1936. Scotland, 
he pointed out, had not always been a united nation. Nominally under 
one king, it was divided by interests - economic, social and religious. 
There was also the antagonism between the Highlands and the 
Lowlands. It was a miracle of history, he said, that two such hostile 
peoples, with utterly different traditions, should become one. But it has 
come to pass that Highland pipes have played Lowland soldiers into 
battle, and that it is an Ayrshire ploughman (whose father came from 
the Highlands) through whom Scots all over the world celebrate their 
friendship. Canada, he concluded, had a lesson in unity to learn from 
the Scots; and, in contemporary Canada, no greater lesson needs to be 
learned. 

These excerpts from speeches delivered over the past fifteen years 
indicate the current nature of the themes dealt with by speakers who 
have replied to the toast to "Canada, the Land We Live In" during that 
time. Equally contemporary have been the speeches made by the 
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speakers who have come from Scotland. Prior to 1966, the replies to the 
toast, "The Dayan' A' Wha Honor It," had been mainly nostalgic in 
character. The speakers from Scotland brought a new dimension to St. 
Andrew's Dinners: while not neglecting the past, they were more 
concerned with the present. They have dealt with everything from 
Scottish nationalism to North Sea oil. For several years after the North 
Sea oil finds, it was a theme dwelt on by almost every speaker - so 
much so that, by the time the last speaker had got around to it, 
members of the Society were beginning to feel that they had heard 
more about North Sea oil than they really cared to know. 

Over all, however, the speakers from Scotland have done an 
admirable job. They have ranged all the way from a minister of the 
gospel (Rev. James Currie) to a law lord (Lord Kilbrandon), and from 
professional entertainers (Kenneth McKellar and John Cairney) to an 
hereditary earl (the Earl of Elgin). 

The first of these to grace a St. Andrew's gathering was Lord 
Kilbrandon. When the St. Andrew's delegation met him at the airport, 
they wondered what they had let themselves in for: he came dressed 
like a modern-day version of Sherlock Holmes. When he appeared at 
the Dinner, however, he had discarded his Holmesian outfit and was 
sporraned and kilted for the occasion. And a very good speech he made 
too. 

Only one Scottish speaker (Lord Elgin) has addressed the Society 
twice. At this date, a few members may have forgotten some of his 
speech, but none will forget his manner of doing it. He brought his 
own accompanist with him and interspersed his speech with a selection 
of songs from Scotland. His final song on each occasion was Scotland 
Yet, with its rousing chorus: 

We'll drink a cup to Scotland yet, 
With all the honors three. 

On the first chorus, My Lord had the entire assembly stand and 
drink a toast to Scotland; on the second, he had them stand with one 
foot on the floor and the other on their chair and repeat the 
performance; on the third, he had them stand with one foot on their 
chair and the other on the table and drink the toast. It was a remarkable 
performance. The first time he did it, the Dinner was held at the Fort 
Garry Hotel, with 400 in attendance. On the second occasion the 
Dinner was held at the Winnipeg Inn, with over 700 present. And it 
was quite a spectacle - 700 Scotsmen (or Scots for the evening) going 
through such gymnastics. Amazingly, there was no accident. No one 
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came a cropper - and not a drop of the precious amber liquor was 
spilled. 

The importation of speakers from Scotland, incidentally, calls to 
mind the excellent rapport which has existed for decades between the 
St. Andrew's Society and the Caledonian Women's Club. In the days 
when the two organizations held their dinners in the same hotel, the St. 
Andrew's Male Voice Choir and its successors, after singing at the St. 
Andrew's Dinner, would proceed to the ladies' banquet and sing for 
them - an arrangement which had finally to be terminated when the 
St. Andrew's Society found it necessary to move its dinners to the 
Winnipeg Inn, while the ladies continued to hold theirs at the Fort 
Garry Hotel. 

After having invited speakers from Scotland over a number of 
years, the Society decided to broaden the invitation to include the 
speakers' ladies. On a number of occasions, the wife of the St. 
Andrew's speaker has addressed the Caledonian Women's Club. 

At this point it may be proper to interject a note on where the 
various St. Andrew's Dinners have been held. The first Dinner, as was 
noted in a previous chapter, took place in /fa room above Boyd's store." 
In succeeding years they were held in various hotels (the Manitoba and 
the Exchange, to name only two); but, when the Royal Alexandra was 
built, it remained the venue until it ceased operations in the 1960s. The 
Dinner was then moved to the Fort Garry Hotel for some years; but, 
while the service there was excellent, even its largest banquet hall could 
not accommodate all who wished to attend. When the Winnipeg Inn 
was erected, with accommodation for 750, it was decided to move 
there; and this has been the scene of St. Andrew's Dinners ever since. 

The speeches, of course, end the formal part of the evening, except 
for the closing ceremony, which involves the passing on of the 
President's badge of office and the Book of Remembrance from the 
retiring President to his successor. In 1981, however, two other badges 
made their appearance. They came, courtesy of Andrew Tough, from 
the estate of Mrs. Ethel S. Swan, widow of Dr. Rennie Swan (President 
from 1913 to 1915). These have now become the badges of office for the 
Honorary President and the Honorary Secretary. Also on display at the 
1981 Dinner were a silver tray and four goblets (to be used in 
connection with the address to the haggis), presented to the Society by 
the Royal Trust which was celebrating its one hundredth anniversary. 
(Lord Strathcona was the first President of the Royal Trust as well as of 
the St. Andrew's Society.) 

A further note on the Dinner involves the question of sponsors. 
When the decision was made to bring speakers from Scotland, it was 

114 



SPEAKERS 

realized that costs would go up. To help defray these costs, a Speaker's 
Fund (now the President's Fund) was set up and donations were 
solicited from both business firms and individuals. Andrew Shedden 
(then a member of the Board) originated the idea and it has been 
amazingly successful. Donors have been generous and the Society has 
never been "caught short" in its responsibility for its overseas guests. 

It need only be added that the speeches made over the years reflect 
much of the Society's life and history. They reflect the basis on which it 
was built and something of its development. They show the direction 
in which it has moved and where it stands today. And the numbers 
which have attended the Dinners have reflected the Society's growth. 
Some 60 attended the first Dinner in 1871. In 1981 there were 750 in 
attendance. 

Those who have attended the Dinners regularly know something 
of their nature. What does an outsider - a one-time visitor - think? 
Fortunately we have such an account from the pen of Wilfred Taylor, 
long-time columnist for The Scotsman, who addressed the gathering in 
1967. After his visit to Winnipeg, Mr. Taylor toured Canada, sending 
columns home to his newspaper in Edinburgh under the title Canadian 
Log. His account of the St. Andrew's Dinner reads as follows: 

Where Assiniboine and Red River Meet 

The only other St. Andrew's Night dinner we had attended in 
North America before going to Winnipeg had been in Baltimore. 
The memory of that occasion in the Lord Baltimore Hotel is still with 
us. It was great fun, but the fancy dress and some of the oratory 
were out of this world, at least to someone who could compare the 
reality of Scotland with a riotously mythical one. 

In Winnipeg the atmosphere was quite different, if just as 
enthusiastic. Ihere was nothing of the somewhat bemusing 
eccentricity of Highland costume. Not that colour was lacking. The 
table occupied oy the Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders of 
Canada in their scarlet coats made a resplendent SIght and the 
military pipers were terrific. 

Seldom have we attended a dinner which ran so smoothly to 
time. This was largely due to the unobtrusive authority of the 
quiet-spoken and handsome president of the St. Andrew's Society 
of Winnipeg, Mr. A. M. Runciman, who succeeded in making a 
fairly elaoorate program run like clockwork without ever seeming to 
use the guillotine. 

There was no doubt at all that Manitoba society was 
represented at its brightest and bravest. The new Premier, Mr. 
Weir, had been hoping to come but at the last moment he had been 
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called away to attend the conference of Premiers convened by Dr. 
Robarts on the 54th floor of the Toronto Dominion Centre. 

Just in front of the top table sat the guests from Alberta. They 
consisted of eight beguiling and irrepressible gentlemen from the 
Burns Club of Edmonton, a neighboring city. Neighboring 
Edmonton may be, but it is over 800 miles from Winnipeg. 

The intrepid octet had made the journey in a private car 
attached to the C.N. transcontinental train, and on January 25 a 
corresponding delegation from the Winnipeg Society will travel to 
Edmonton to return the compliment. Weigbborliness in Canada 
knows no limits. 

What preparations we had made for our own contribution to 
the night's proceedings had been based on the Helmsdale water, in 
Kildonan. We knew that Kildonan was not an unfamiliar word by 
the Assiniboine and Red Rivers, but we were rather disconcerted to 
find that Winnipeg is full of Kildonans, West Kildonans, North 
Kildonans, and Old Kildonans. This unexpected plethora of 
Kildonans prompted us to suggest that Winnipeg might well be 
renamed Gobernuisgeach, the meeting place of the waters. 

One of the manr things that made us feel instantly at home in 
the Fort Garry Hote on November 30 was that the society's bard 
and a fonner president is Professor A. S. R. Tweedie, a very old 
friend of ours. When you are introduced by a bard the experience 
could be intimidating, but not when the bard happens to be an old 
sparring partner from student days and you have been a bard 
yourself, as we have been twice. You can then quite easily establish 
a no-holds bard relationship, which we promptly did. 

One of the highlights during a delightful evening was the 
singing of a choir of young Winnipeg people who had added to 
theIr laurels by their singing in Wales. They brought the entire 
audience to its feet, and seldom have we heard their last encore, the 
23rd Psalm, sung to Crimond, so beautifully sung. 

The society is unusually sensible in that it limits its formal 
oratory to two speeches, both of them in response to toasts 
proposed without recourse to rhetoric of any kind. The reply to the 
first of those two toasts, "Canada, the Land We Live In,'' was 
delivered by the Hon. Richard S. Bowles, Lieutenant-Governor of 
the Province of Manitoba. 

Mr. Bowles made a great impression on us and we can well 
understand why he is so popular in Manitoba. A lawyer by 
profession, he brings to his high office a modest bearing and a 
natural dignity tempered by a talent for putting people at their ease. 
Later, in the stately Government House, he was to prove a 
charming host. 

Mr. Bowles's speech was a model of its kind, thoughtful, 
original, and bubbling with wit. To us, a stranger, whose job it is to 
put words together, it was especially pleasurable to witness the 
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great ovation which the assembled citizens gave to their Queen's 
representative. 

It could have been an ordeal to follow, late in the evening, such 
an eloquent address, but it wasn't. By the time we rose to speak we 
knew that here was an audience ready to take the grave with the gay 
and to make generous allowance for the newcomer, which it did. 

The whole atmosphere of the evening, high spirits combined 
with a quick responsiveness to changing moocf, struck us as 
reflecting the genius of the Canadian-Scot at its best. There was no 
hint of that slight caricature of Scottish patriotism which can 
sometimes slightly embarrass the domiciled Scot on such occasions. 
Sentiment never stooped to maundering sentimentality. And 
through it all, as the Assiniboine runs into tlie Red River, the love of 
Canada mingled with the love of Scotland. 

That is as good a description of a St. Andrew's Dinner in Winnipeg 
as we are likely to find. 
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Projects and Events, 1951-1982 

For some time prior to 1950 (and, indeed, until 1953) the St. 
Andrew's Society of Winnipeg sponsored very little in the way of 
public events. Entertainments which had at one time come under its 
jurisdiction had been taken over by other organizations; and, while it 
continued to host its New Year's Day Reception, its Spring Bonspiel, its 
Golf Tournament and Ladies' Night (the last two now combined in 
one), attendance at these functions was restricted mainly to members. 
Only the Annual Dinner made an appeal to the public at large. 

In 1953, however, the Society found a new spark of life. That was 
the year in which the clubrooms were discontinued; and while, on the 
surface, that may have appeared a retrograde step, it seemed to inspire 
both Board and members to consider new activities. 

The discontinuance of the clubrooms, of course, meant that the 
Board had to look elsewhere for a meeting place. It found the 
accommodation it needed in the Officers' Mess of the Queen's Own 
Cameron Highlanders of Canada; but, in 1956, a fire at Minto 
Armouries put the mess out of commission, and again new quarters 
had to be located. They were found in the Board Room of the Manitoba 
Telephone System - courtesy of Peter Millar, President in 1951-52-
and, later, in the Board Room of the Grain Exchange. By the early 
1960s, however, the Camerons' mess was again available, and both 
Board and annual meetings have been held there ever since. 

But to return to the events of 1953. The first public events 
sponsored by the Society in that year occurred without its actually 
seeking them. The Earl of Wemyss was touring Canada on behalf of the 
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National Trust of Scotland, and the St. Andrew's Society was asked to 
sponsor a couple of meetings for him in Winnipeg. This the Society was 
pleased to do. It arranged for a luncheon to be put on for him by the 
City in the Royal Alexandra Hotel, attended by almost 500 people. That 
same evening, again under the auspices of the Society, Lord Wemyss 
addressed a public gathering in the main auditorium of Tech-Voc High 
School. Lord Wemyss expressed himself as being pleased with the 
Society's efforts and with the response of his Winnipeg audiences to his 
financial appeal. From a St. Andrew's standpoint, his visit served a 
double purpose: it enabled the Society to do something concrete in the 
way of promoting Scottish culture in Winnipeg, and it helped give it a 
visibility it had for some time lacked. 

In 1954, an equally fortuitous event occurred. This time it was the 
Rev. Sir George MacLeod (now Lord MacLeod) who was touring 
Canada in search of funds for the lona Community which he was 
endeavoring to restore and rebuild. Again, the St. Andrew's Society 
was asked for its assistance, and responded to the call. In Sir George's 
honor, it sponsored and financed a luncheon meeting at the Hudson's 
Bay Store to which were invited some sixty of the more prominent 
Winnipeg businessmen of Scottish birth or descent. In the evening (in 
conjunction with the United and Presbyterian churches of the city) it 
co-sponsored a public meeting held in Knox Church. The church was 
crowded for the occasion, and again the Society derived the double 
benefit of being able to promote Scottish culture in the city and achieve 
the desired visibility. 

Receiving less publicity was the fact that, also in 1954, the Society 
acted as host to the Glasgow Rangers Football Club which was touring 
the United States and Canada, with Winnipeg one of its places of call. 
The Society entertained the Rangers at a luncheon held at Lower Fort 
Garry (then under the jurisdiction of the Motor Country Club) and to a 
game of golf afterwards. (This was all preparatory to Rangers stepping 
on the field that evening at Winnipeg Stadium and giving a football 
lesson to a team of Winnipeg All-Stars.) 

Before leaving 1953, however, two other events must be 
mentioned. The first has to do with a program produced by the CBC. 
For a number of years, up to and including 1952, the St. Andrew's 
Dinner had been broadcast coast-to-coast by CBC Radio. But in 1953 it 
was decided to discontinue this practice. Instead, the CBC asked the 
Society if it would consider putting on a half-hour Scottish program. It 
was quite a challenge, but the Society responded to it. Stuart Tweedie 
worked out a script, and George Smith, Norman MacLeod, Ian Muir, 
Stuart Tweedie and the writer were scheduled to take part. But, at the 
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last minute, there was a hitch. Michael Hind-Smith, who was 
producing and directing the program, phoned to say he would like to 
have a woman's voice included. Where was such a woman to be found 
on so short notice? In the event, it turned Qut to be the writer's wife. 
She relates what happened: 

I was scrubbing the kitchen floor. Tom was about to leave for 
the CBC studio, wnere a St. Andrew's Day program was to be 
taped. The phone rang, and I heard Tom say, "Yes, it would be a 
good idea to have a woman's voice in the broadcast, but where 
would we get one at this late date?" 

Then his eye fell on me. "Hold on, Michael- I've got one right 
here!" And that's how I came to be on radio. 

Within five minutes our neighbor had been dragooned to look 
after the babx and I was being hustled into the car. Ul.e reason I took 
so long was that I adamantly refused to be rushed off to take part in 
my first (and probably only) radio broadcast unless I was permitted 
to change my skirt. 

"What am I to read?" I asked, smearing on lipstick with 
trembling hand as the car careened down Portage Avenue to the 
CBC. "On, just a little paragraph," was the answer. 

By the time we got to the studio, my knees were shaking as well 
as my hands. Michael Hind-Smith, director of the J?,rogram, 
shepherded our little group up to the one and only mIke for a 
rehearsal. We stood in a semicircle and in turn tip-toed up to it and 
said our piece, then carefully backed into place. 

When my turn came, I felt as if my breathing apparatus had 
petrified as I gasped my way through the paragraph. After we had 
all done our bit, Michael gave helyful suggestions regarding our 
performances. George Smith, Chie of PolIce, for instance, would 
have to remove his shoes because they squeaked and would be 
heard squeaking all the wax from Halifax to Victoria. When Michael 
came to me, he paused. 'Uh ... Mrs. Saunders ... ," he said. 
"I'm afraid ... well, all we can hear from you is a series of gasps. 
Just relax and try to speak clearly and slowly." 

We were given 15 minutes to go over our lines. Coffee in hand, 
I tottered away to a corner of the large room. Relax, the man said! I 
sat down, despairing. I was going to spoil the program. I was going 
to disgrace Tom. I was going to disgrace the St. Andrew's Society. 

Then a big hand came down gently on my shoulder. I looked 
far up into the Kindly eyes of George Smith. "Now, lassie," he said, 
"You'll do fine. Just thmk to yourself, 'A hundred years from now, 
what will all this matter?' " And with a smile and a friendly pat on 
my shoulder, George padded away in his size 14 tartan socks. The 
man who had shot a dangerous bank robber, who had caught the 
Strangler after he had eluded the best minds of the police of the 
entire United States, had had the insight and kindness to say just 
the right thing. 
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Michael gathered his flock together aBain, and we were "on". 
"After all, a hundred years from now . . . 'I said to myself, and felt 
my galloping heart slow down. I could even enjoy the beautiful 
voice of Norman MacLeod as he closed the broadcast with "From 
the lone shieling of the misty island . . ." 

* * * 
A postscript: Tom's family in Victoria happened to be listening 

to the radio when the St. Andrew's Day program came on the air. 
They told me later that, as I gave my little spiel, my mother-in-law 
turned to the others in excitement, and said, "Why! That's oor 
Janet!" 

If it hadn't been for George Smith, she would probably have 
added, flOch, puir lassie!" 

The program was a decided success and helped give the Society 
publicity, not only in Winnipeg, but all across Canada. 

The final item that deserves mention among the happenings of 
1953 is the fact that this was the first year in which birthday greetings 
were sent by the Society to Sir Winston Churchill. Hon. Alastair Fraser, 
Lieutenant-Governor of Nova Scotia, was one of the guest-speakers 
that year and, after the formal part of the evening was over, he 
expressed the desire to visit the Camerons Officers' Mess. After an 
hour or two at the mess, where Mr. Fraser enjoyed himself thoroughly, 
he was escorted back to his hotel by Secretary Ian Muir, Treasurer 
Hugh Gunn and the writer. 

The trio felt, however, that the evening was not yet over and 
retired to a Main Street restaurant for a cup of coffee before going 
home. About this time Mr. Gunn remembered that November 30 was 
not only St. Andrew's Day but Churchill's birthday. Why not send him 
a message of congratulations? The trio were in the right mood to do 
this, and an appropriate cable was sent. To the writer's surprise, a short 
time later he received a brief note of appreciation from the Great Man 
himself, written in his own hand. It read, "I thank you gratefully for 
your very kind message on my birthday." And it was signed "Winston 
S. Churchill." 

The practice of sending birthday congratulations to Churchill 
continued for the rest of his life, and they were always acknowledged; 
but never again did the Society receive a hand-written note in reply. 
The note, incidentally, was placed in the Society's archives at the 
Legislative Library and remains there to this day. 

The Society, however, was not yet through with its desire to 
promote Scottish entertainments that would reach the community at 
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Note from Sir Winston Churchill on the occasion of his birthday November 30, 1953 
Courtesy of Manitoba Archives 

large. In 1954, J. C. Oim) Irvine, who was to become President two 
years later, came up with the idea of a Theatre Night. He had been in 
touch with Leonard Brockington, a long-time friend of the Society, who 
was at that time in charge of J. Arthur Rank Productions in Canada. 
Mr. Brockington had assured him that, if the Society were to go ahead 
with such a project, he would provide the films free of charge. It was an 
offer too good to miss. 

It was decided to augment the film with a stage show comprised of 
Highland dancing (provided by girls of the Highland Dancers 
Association), the Heather Belle Girls Pipe Band and The St. Andrew's 
Society Male Voice Choir. But the feature of the evening was the film. 

The first Theatre Night, held at the Uptown Theatre, was a 
resounding success. The Uptown was crowded to capacity, and the 
Society felt it was on to a good thing. And it was a good thing for the 
next several years. Among the films shown were "The Maggie," "Tight 
Little Island" and "Bonnie Prince Charlie," with David Niven in the 
title role. 

But, like so many other "good things," Theatre Night was destined 
to come to an untimely end. Had it made its debut a decade earlier, 
it might have had more lasting success; but it coincided with the 
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J. C. Irvine presenting Book of Remembrance to Allister McDiarmid 
courtesy of A. McTavish 

early popularity of television (which had already hurt the cinema 
world) and, after some five years, when attendance began to fall off, it 
was decided to discontinue it. While it lasted, however, it not only 
brought some much-needed money into the coffers of the Society, it 
also helped make it known to the larger Scottish community in the city. 
The St. Andrew's Society was again becoming noted for more than its 
Annual Dinner! 

Perhaps it should be interjected at this point that it was in 1954 that 
two items affecting the Society's relationship with the Camerons were 
inaugurated. The first was a decision to make an annual contribution to 
the Cameron Cadet Pipe Band, with the presentation taking place at 
the Annual Dinner; the second, the passing of a motion that would 
make the Commanding Officer. of the Camerons automatically a 
member of the Board of the Society. 

Besides Theatre Night, J. C. Irvine was to prove a friend to the 
Society in other respects. In 1954, he came up with the idea of the Book 
of Remembrance which would contain the photographs of all 
Presidents of the Society since 1871. The Book would be his gift. 

About the same time he offered another gift - The J. c. Irvine 
Trophy (now The J. C. Irvine Memorial Trophy) for golf. Mr. Irvine was 
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to become not only President, but Honorary President, of the Society, 
holding the latter position until the time of his death in 1981. 

The final thing that should be noted about 1954 is that this was the 
year Percy White (at that time in charge of public relations for the 
Hudson's Bay Company) issued the first of many invitations to the 
Board of the Society to a luncheon on the day of the St. Andrew's 
Dinner, attended by Board members and speakers, and, at a later date, 
the Society's guests from the Edmonton Burns Club. These luncheons 
became a regular feature of St. Andrew's Day for many years, and were 
discontinued only when a reconstruction project within the store made 
them no longer possible. 

After the demise of Theatre Night, there were several years in 
which the Society was at a loss as to what to do in the way of public 
entertainments. But in 1963 the Camerons came to the rescue. Largely 
at the instigation of their Commanding Officer, Lt.-Col. Hugh Comack 
(who was to become President of the St. Andrew's Society in 1965-66), 
the Camerons put forward the idea of a Highland Pageant. The intent 
was to bring together various Scottish groups to display their talents to 
the public of Winnipeg, with over 300 people involved in each 
performance. 

The St. Andrew's Society was asked to act as patron and sponsor 
(in return for which duties it would receive half the net proceeds), and 
it took only about two-and-a-half seconds for the Board to accept so 
generous an offer. In its first year of operation (a one-night 
performance), the Pageant attracted a capacity house to Minto 
Armouries, and met with such public approval that, in the three 
following years, it became a two-night show. For the two-evening 
performances an audience of 2,600 crammed every nook and cranny of 
seating space in the armouries. Press coverage was enthusiastic. Vince 
Leah in The Tribune commented: "The bands, dancers and other 
performers were equally as good as the visiting British bands who 
toured North America." 

The two performing bands were the Camerons Pipes and Drums, 
and the brass band of the Royal Canadian Horse Artillery. Dancers for 
the first year were provided by the Highland Dancers Association and, 
in succeeding years, by the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society as 
well. For the third and fourth year of the Pageant, the Daniel McIntyre 
High School Choir, under the leadership of Glen Pierce, was also in 
attendance. 

Lt.-Col. Comack headed the Pageant committee and was 
responsible for production and performance. He was ably assisted by 
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Past Presidents at New Year's Reception, Westin,1982 

Robert Young of the St. Andrew's Society, Pipe Major A. H. (Alex) 
Graham of the Camerons and Lieut. A. Lee, Director of Music for the 
RCHA. 

The Society's share of the proceeds from the Pageants, it was 
decided, should be held in trust to be used to further the education or 
talents of young people of Scottish birth or descent. This mission the 
Society has fulfilled in many ways. From its inception the Society has, 
of course, presented many trophies for Highland dancing and piping, 
as well as for Scottish sports; but since the time of the Pageants, it has 
broadened its base. For a number of years it has helped finance young 
pipers who attend summer schools for piping. In 1980, when the 
Camerons were planning to re-outfit their Cadet Pipe Band at a cost of 
$6,000, the Society agreed to put up half of this sum over a three-year 
period on a dollar-for-dollar basis with the regiment. In addition, in 
1980 and 1981, it helped send a young Gaelic choir to Mod Ontario (the 
Canadian equivalent of a Highland mod); and since 1978, it has 
presented entrance scholarships to the University of Winnipeg to 
deserving students of Scottish birth or descent. These scholarships, 
valued at $500 each, now go to four students annually. 

The last of the Highland Pageants was held in 1966. They had to be 
discontinued, not because they lacked popularity but because of 
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economies inflicted on the Camerons which resulted in a cutback of 
strength, and a lack of the administrative structure necessary to 
accommodate so complex a venture. It should be noted, however, that 
the Highland Pageant concept formed the base for the Opening and 
Closing Ceremonies in connection with the Pan-American Games 
when they were held in Winnipeg in 1967. 

About this same time, the Society was interested in another project 
- a Scottish, or Highland, ball. Some other organizations had ventured 
into this area - the Manitoba Pipers Association and the Camerons, for 
example - but without too much success. At one point, the St. 
Andrew's Society and the Camerons went into joint sponsorship of a 
Highland ball, but it, too, failed to achieve the popularity expected and 
was dropped. 

The desire to hold such an event remained with the Society, 
however, and, in the late 1960s, a decision was reached to sponsor a 
ball by the Society on its own. Under St. Andrew's sponsorship, the 
ball proved an immediate success. First held at the Fort Garry Hotel, it 
was later moved to the Winnipeg Inn. There was some experimentation 
as to the form it should take but eventually an acceptable format was 
approved. It involves a President's Reception and the Grand March, 
followed by dinner and dancing. 

At the 1972 ball, CBC cameras were in attendance, taking shots for 
a Scottish-Canadian program, with Lord Elgin as host, which was 
presented on national television the following year. 

For some time there was experimentation not only with the form of 
the ball but with its date and name. Finally a spring date was 
determined on, and the name, The St. Andrew's Society Highland 
Spring Ball, adopted. 

From the beginning, one of the features of the ball has been the 
liqueur served at the conclusion of the dinner - Atholl Brose. 
Concocted by members of the Society according to a formula provided 
by Dr. Ian Grant, each bottle of this precious liqueur carries a Society 
label describing its contents and origin. It reads: 

This ancient Scottish liqueur has been known for centuries, 
although the Duke of Atholl, chief of the clan Murray, is credited 
with its popularity. Legend has it that in 1475 Atholl was sent out to 
suppress a rebellion headed by lain Macdonald, Earl of Ross and 
Lord of the Isles. The expedition was successful when Atholl 
resorted to a ruse which resulted in the capture of Ross. Atholl 
learned that Ross, who was hiding in the hills, was in the habit of 
drinking from a certain well, and gave instructions that the well be 
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Making of Atholl Brose 
Allister McDiannid, George Inkster, Andrew C. Tough, Dr. W. Goodall, Robert Bruce 

filled with a mixture of honey, whisky and oatmeal. Enchanted by 
the delicious nectar, Ross drank deeply and dallied too long by the 
well. 

Because the supply is limited, guests at the St. Andrew's Ball 
seldom suffer a fate similar to that of the Lord of the Isles. They may 
dally over the Atholl Brose and enjoy it, as he did, but the only persons 
to whom they fall captive are the lovely ladies with whom they are 
destined to dance. 

The ball, however, has been only one of the events introduced by 
the Society in recent years. Perhaps its biggest one-shot endeavor was 
the sending of a massed pipe band to Pasadena, California, to play and 
march in the Rose Bowl Parade on January 1, 1973. The germ of this 
idea came from Kenneth Stuebing (whose mother was a MacPherson), 
at that time a member of the Board. Mr. Stuebing (a piper himself) had 
been toying with the concept of 100 pipers from Manitoba taking part in 
the Tournament of Roses, and he gave voice to his thoughts on the 
matter at the Board meeting held in January 1972. It would be a difficult 
and costly undertaking, he admitted, but it would be a feather in the 
Society's cap if it could pull off such a manoeuvre. After some debate, 
the Board decided to undertake the project, and the search for a massed 
pipe band was on. 
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Mr. Stuebing was named chairman of the operation, with Kenneth 
McCrimmon as vice-chairman. A letter was sent to all pipe bands in the 
province, and the response was overwhelming. In the end, some 200 
pipers and drummers were included. Meetings were held through 
February to April, and by May full-dress practices had started. 

There was only one hitch in the proceedings: no word had come 
from Pasadena to say if the band had been accepted. Finally, Kenneth 
McCrimmon contacted Air Canada's public relations officer in Los 
Angeles. The latter took the matter up with the Tournament authorities 
and, in due course, the way was smoothed over for the band's 
acceptance. When, through pressure of business, Mr. McCrimmon had 
to resign as vice-chairman of the project, Robert Bruce took over. Mr. 
Stuebing describes him as being" a tower of strength to the chairman" 
over the next six months. 

The chairman needed all the "towers of strength" he could get. 
The band was at the ready, but the costs of financing the undertaking 
had turned out to be much greater than originally supposed. The 
Society raised money through a variety of ventures but, by late fall, it 
was still some distance short of achieving its objective. However, good 
causes bring forth good people; and, in its extremity, the band found a 
generous supporter in the person of David Stewart of the Macdonald 
Tobacco Company. Always proud of his Scottish ancestry, Mr. Stewart 
advised the band committee to forge ahead: he would underwrite 
whatever deficit it had. In the event, the committee fell $8,500 short of 
its objective, and Mr. Stewart made a presentation to the band of 
$10,000. 

So, in the end, all went well from the standpoint of finance. And it 
went equally well with the band's performances in California. It paid a 
visit to Lorne Greene's home (an event that was covered on national 
television); it made an appearance on the Doc Severson Show; it played 
at Disneyland; and it took both the Pasadena authorities and its huge 
audience by storm in the Rose Bowl Parade. It made such a hit, indeed, 
that it was immediately invited to return for the Parade in 1974. Even 
more to the point, it received international television coverage on a 
mass scale. Appearing as The St. Andrew's Society of Winnipeg's 
Massed Pipes and Drums, it brought favorable publicity not only to the 
Society, but to the city, and, indeed, to all of Canada. 

In January 1973, however, when the Board of the Society came to 
consider the prospect of sponsoring the band for a second year, there 
was some misgiving. The cost of sending the band to Pasadena for the 
1973 Parade had been $39,000. The Society felt it could not undertake so 
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St. Andrew's Society of Winnipeg's Massed Pipes and Drums 
in the Tournament of Roses Parade, Jan. 1, 1973 

Courtesy of Western Canada Pictorial Index 

expensive a project two years running. In the end, it was decided to 
support, but not sponsor, the band; and arrangements were finally 
made to have it taken over by the city itself. So The St. Andrew's 
Society of. Winnipeg's Massed Pipes and Drums became the Massed 
Pipes and Drums of the City of Winnipeg. There were more than 
financial reasons for this, but the financial one was paramount: it cost 
$39,000 to finance the band in 1973; when it went to Pasadena in 1974 
escalation had taken its toll, and the cost was $65,000. 

The band, incidentally, was to have a further honor paid to 
it. When Edward Wilson, President of the Tournament of Roses, 
visited Winnipeg in June 1973, he observed that both Pasadena 
and Winnipeg would be celebrating their centenaries the following 
year: the two cities would be named twin cities, and the Massed Pipes 
and Drums of the City of Winnipeg would not only play and march 
in the Tournament of Roses Parade on January I, 1974, it would 
actually lead it. 

It need only be added that, in the years since then, the band has 
gone on to further honors and further performances. It formed half of a 
nation-wide massed pipe band which played in the Tournament of 
Roses Parade in 1976; and, on its own, among other things, it has 
performed at the Canadian National Exhibition in Toronto, and has 
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St. Andrew's Society of Winnipeg's Pipes and Drums 

undertaken major trips to Karlstad, Sweden, in 1977, and to Berne, 
Switzerland, in 1979. It is still going strong. And it all started with an 
idea in the mind of Ken Stuebing, taken up by the St. Andrew's 
Society, without whose support, in its original year, it would not now 
exist. 

In the history of the St. Andrew's Society, the year 1973 must be 
considered the year of the bagpipes. Not only did the Society in that 
year send the massed pipe band to Pasadena, it formed its own pipe 
band as well- the St. Andrew's Society of Winnipeg's Pipes and 
Drums. The formation of such a band had been a dream that the 
Society had held for many years. In 1973 it became a reality. 

The catalyst who brought to a head the decision to form the band 
was R. A. (Bob) Fraser, a one-time pipe major of the Camerons, who 
had been in charge of the Boy Scouts Pipe Band in Winnipeg since 1958. 
Over a period of years, Mr. Fraser had had boys graduate from his 
Scout Band to other bands when they reached the age of 18; but, in the 
early 1970s, a number of his graduates approached him to see if he 
would consider the formation of a senior band, with him as pipe-major. 
Mr. Fraser indicated he would be interested in such a venture, on the 
condition that a suitable sponsor could be found. 
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It was at this point that he approached the Board of the St. 
Andrew's Society. He found a ready response. He outlined to the 
Board the support that would be required, including the amount of 
financial backing that would be necessary to have the band properly 
outfitted. After weighing the pros and cons of the situation, the Board 
agreed that the Society would act as sponsor. As a result of this 
meeting, Mr. Fraser proceeded with the band's organization, and the 
initial practice was held on November 15. 

For the first two years of its operation, the band was without its 
own uniform; but, because some of the members also participated in 
other pipe bands, many had their kilts which could be worn for piping 
engagements. In July 1975, the Board approved a contribution of $4,000 
toward the cost of uniforms - not nearly enough to cover' the cost for a 
full-dress band, but enough to purchase the minimum needs to be able 
to identify the band with the Society. 

A distinctive tartan was desired, and permission was sought and 
received from the Lord Lyon King of Arms to outfit the band in the 
tartan of the Earl of St. Andrew's. In 1976, orders were placed not only 
for kilts but for hats, jackets, hose tops, spats, cross belts, plaids, 
brooches, skean dhu, dress shirts, sporrans and the many other small 
items that make a piper or drummer an attraction. The total cost was 
about $15,000, of which the band itself contributed over $3,000. 

Other equipment came from a variety of sources. All the pipers 
had their own pipes and, through the generosity of Society members 
Andy Fulton, Jack MacIver and Ken McCrimmon, the band was the 
recipient of a bass drum, two tenor drums and a mace. 

So far, the original funding has been the Society's total investment 
in the venture: through piping appearances and socials, the band itself 
has met all its other financial commitments to date. But it knows that 
the Society stands behind it, both now and into the indefinite future. 

It has been a happy relationship. The band has been a credit to the 
Society, and is always at the ready to perform at all major functions. In 
addition, it has given the Society visibility not only in Winnipeg and 
Manitoba but at several points in the United States. 

In the meantime, the Society had been growing. There had been a 
marked increase in membership during the first years of the 1970s, but 
the real increase was between 1974 and 1977 when membership 
virtually doubled. The influx of new members led Charles McKelvie to 
suggest that an annual New Members' Night should be held each 
spring. As the proposer of the project, he was given the responsibility 
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Scene at New Members' Night 
Courtesy of A. McTavish 

of getting it under way. Under his direction, the first New Members' 
Night was held in the Donald Bruce Macdonald Room of the 
Marlborough Hotel on the evening of May 14, 1974, and it was a huge 
success. New members were recognized and a program of piping, 
dancing and singing rounded out the evening. The following year, the 
event was held in the Holiday Inn. Mr. McKelvie describes the 
activities of that evening: 

As well as piping and Highland dancing, the program included 
a sing-song led by Chief of Police Norman Stewart who was billed 
as the Scottish version of Mitch Miller. This feature proved popular 
enough for the Society to publish its own Scottish song sheet, and 
the record attendance convinced all participants and the Board of 
Managers that the Winnipeg St. Andrew's Society's New Members' 
Night was an institution. 

The third annual evening was organized for April 20, 1976, in 
the Masonic Temple ... By a very strange set of circumstances the 
real Mitch Miller, who was a guest of the Winnipeg Symphony 
Orchestra at the time, made a surprise appearance and was piped 
on to the podium . . . 

Thus began what has now become a regular feature of the St. 
Andrew's calendar. As Mr. McKelvie remarks, New Members' Night 
has become an institution. Both its locale and its format have varied, 
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Mug Pub at Folklorarna August 4, 1976 
Courtesy of University of Manitoba Archives 

but essentially it is an evening when new members are recognized and 
presented with their certificates of membership. For the past several 
years it has been held in the Air Reserve Officers' Mess, CFB Winnipeg. 

But now we must backtrack a little to 1970, the year of Manitoba's 
centennial. One of the events suggested to help celebrate that year was 
a summer folk festival, with the various ethnic groups in the city taking 
part. Each would undertake to operate a pavilion where something of 
the art and culture of the land of its origin would be on display. Many 
ethnic groups welcomed the idea, but for some reason there was 
difficulty in securing a sponsor for a Scottish (or even a British) 
pavilion. Finally, Margaret Bowie, of the Royal Scottish Country Dance 
Society, said she would undertake a British Pavilion. It would be in the 
form of an English public house and would bear the name "Mug Pub." 

Mrs. Bowie believed that the ladies of the RSCDS would be willing 
to cater to Mug Pub, supplying the food that would be required; and, 
from her experience with a concert she had organized only a short time 
before, entitled A Scottish Fancy, she felt she had the artists who could 
provide the entertainment. The only thing she lacked was the money to 
purchase the liquor that would presumably be consumed on the 
premises. In the end, she put up $1,000 of her own funds for this 
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purpose - and slept on the premises (The River Heights Community 
Club) with her dog, Thane, to protect her investment. 

The rest, of course, is history. From the beginning, Folklorama (the 
name given to the folk festival) was an unqualified success, and one of 
its greatest successes was Margaret Bowie's Mug Pub. It was so much a 
success, indeed, that a week-long Folklorama has been held every year 
since. Mug Pub itself grew far beyond its original concept. In recent 
years its gross income has been in the neighborhood of $100,000. It was 
forced to move to larger premises, and for some time now has operated 
in a huge hall at the University of Manitoba. It became too big to be 
catered to by volunteer workers, and that responsibility now rests with 
the kitchen staff of the university. A more professional type of 
entertainment has developed (provided mainly by the troupe known as 
The Bunch of Grapes); and, finally, in 1975, The Royal Scottish Country 
Dance Society was forced to ask for help. In its need, it came to the St. 
Andrew's Society of Winnipeg. 

The person who made the appeal was L. J. (Larry) McCombe, who 
was a member of both the RSCDS and St. Andrew's (he was to become 
President of the St. Andrew's Society in 1979-80). The result is that, 
since 1975, the St. Andrew's Society has made a major contribution to 
Mug Pub not only through providing over 100 workers each year but by 
the role played by the St. Andrew's Society's Pipes and Drums in the 
way of entertainment. Last year, for example, besides its pipe band, the 
Society provided 125 workers, all of whom were either members or 
friends of St. Andrew's. 

Participation in Mug Pub has brought dollars into the Society's 
coffers and it has helped give the Society increased visibility in the city. 
And it all began, not with St. Andrew's, or even with the Royal Scottish 
Country Dance Society as such, but with one person, Margaret Bowie, 
who conceived the idea and put it into practise - and put up $1,000 of 
her own money to bring it into being. 

Mug Pub, however, has been only one of several projects which 
have brought the St. Andrew's Society before the public in recent 
years. In 1976 it presented a Heritage Concert in conjunction with the 
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, and followed it up with a similar 
concert the following year. The first of these two concerts netted the 
Society some $6,000, and was both an artistic and financial success. 
Contributing to the financial success of the venture was the fact that the 
orchestra made its services available at an especially low fee, and that 
David Stewart of the Macdonald Foundation (who had come to the 
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assistance of the massed pipe band) paid the Society a dollar per seat 
for every seat sold in the house. 

In 1977, these same favorable financial conditions did not exist 
and, after the 1977 concert, it was decided to drop the Heritage Concert 
and opt for something else. Before leaving the concerts, however, it 
should be mentioned that the St. Andrew's Society's Pipes and Drums 
were featured on each occasion and, at the 1977 concert, wore its 
full-dress uniform for the first time. Also assisting in the first concert 
was the Winnipeg Philharmonic Choir and, at the second, the Daniel 
MacIntyre High School Choir under the leadership of Barrie Anderson. 
The profit made from the concerts helped materially in providing funds 
to outfit the band. 

In 1978, as an alternative to the Heritage concerts (and by kind 
permission of the United Scottish and the Sons of Scotland), the Society 
was able to sponsor a White Heather concert featuring Scottish artists 
Helen McArthur (soprano) and Ron Dale (comedian), and the following 
year it had the honor of presenting another star-studded Scottish cast 
headed by Kenneth McKellar. 

In addition, again in 1978-79, the Society sponsored two pipe band 
contests (billed as Highland Spectaculars) in conjunction with the 
horse-racing at Assiniboia Downs. The piping took place between 
races, with the Society putting up half of the prize money, the Downs 
the other half. Some fifteen pipe bands participated in these contests, 
competing for $3,000 of prize money the first year and $4,000 the 
second. 

After two years at the Downs, it was decided that this was not the 
best venue for such an event. The fact was that, between races, when 
the spectators were supposed to be listening to the piping and 
watching the bands, they were much more interested in picking their 
horses and placing their bets for the next race. Attempts have been 
made to find a new venue for the Highland Spectacular, but, so far, 
without success. The Society's interest in this project has not dimmed, 
however, and hopefully the Spectacular will be resumed at some future 
date. 

It was during these years, too, that Rory MacLennan came up with 
the idea of having the history of the Society committed to writing. This 
book is the result. 

It is obvious from the foregoing that, since 1953, and especially 
during the past dozen years, the st. Andrew's Society of Winnipeg has 
been an exceedingly active organization. But its most ambitious project 
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Fort Dougl~s, a sketch by Lord Selkirk 
Courtesy of Western Canada Pictorial Index 

The tenth Earl of Selkirk dedicating cairn erected by the St. Andrew's Society 
to mark the site of Fort Douglas, July 13, 1982 

John H. Webster; William D. Orr; William A. Shead, Mayor of Selkirk; Lady Selkirk; 
Peebles Kelly; Earl of Selkirk; William Norrie, Mayor of Winnipeg; Woodrow Bennett 

Courtesy of A. McTavish 
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still lies ahead. For lack of a better title it is called "The Museum 
Project", and it is in the hands of a committee headed by John Webster 
(Society President in 1978-79). The idea behind the project was first 
revealed to the Society by Mr. Webster at the Annual Dinner of 1980, 
when, in response to the toast, "Canada, the Land We Live In," he put 
forward the concept of establishing a living memorial to the early Scots 
who had settled in this part of Canada. When completed, it would 
portray to present and future generations a many-faceted exhibit of 
achievement under difficult circumstances, and would serve to inspire 
succeeding generations with the challenge of living up to the 
opportunities of the land they have inherited. 

The word, "MuseuIll," is, therefore, in quotation marks. A mere 
building containing catalogued artifacts is a simple concept to entertain, 
but the Society's project goes far beyond that. As President Jock 
McManus expresses it: 

Perhaps, in concrete terms, one can visualize, about the year 
1990, a riverbank complex containing a reconstructed Fort Douglas, 
with an adjoining interpretive centre housing ancient and more 
recent memorabilIa -lerhaps even clubrooms and other facilities 
- the whole integrate as part of a sign-Rosted walking tour of the 
old settlement areas. From this, spin-off iaeas are being encouraged 
- a specially prepared instructional package for use in schools 
... an actiVIty program featuring live music and dance perform
ances, lectures, films and craft demonstrations; even theatrical and 
film scripting and productions. Certainly, an individually tailored 
computer program detailing clan, sept and family histories, 
connections and tartans would be a great drawing card. The 
program exists today in Scotland at A viemore, and awaits only 
transfer to Canada. 

It is hoped to make a modest start in 1982 by beginning work at 
the site of old Fort Douglas. The Society is ready to co-ordinate a 
program which will involve city, provincial and federal authorities, 
and-discussions to this end have recently taken place. The Manitoba 
Museum of Man and Nature· has produced a preliminary package, 
including costing, entitled "The Scottish Herita~e Project," and 
within this year all Scottish societies and organizations in Winnipeg 
will be apprised of our plans and their co-operation sought. 

On that note of optimism this history ends. During the past 112 
years the St. Andrew's Society of Winnipeg has accomplished much. It 
looks to the future to accomplish even more. Unlike some organiza
tions which have their day and cease to be, it has faced many 
challenges and grown with the years. In 1982, like Johnny Walker, it is 
still going strong. 
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Presentation of Saltire Flag 
by John Webster from Athelstaneford, Scotland to Lt.-Gov. W.J. McKeag 
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Epilogue 

Among the legends which link St. Andrew with Scotland is one 
that has its locale in the village of Athelstaneford in East Lothian. 
According to this particular legend, Athelstaneford (or "Elshinford" as 
it is fondly referred to by its inhabitants) is the birthplace of the flag of 
St. Andrew - the oldest flag in the British Commonwealth. Taking its 
inspiration from the legend, the flag of St. Andrew - a white saltire on 
a blue ground - flies daily above a monument in the yard of the 
700-year-old village kirk. A brochure on the legend tells us: 

There are various versions of the tale to be found in the older 
Scottish histories. They are generally agreed, however, that an army 
of the Picts under their King Angus (or Hungus) aided by a 
contingent of the Scots was invading Lothian (then and for long 
afterwards Northumbrian territory), and found itself surrounded by 
an overwhelming force of the Angles under their leader, Athelstan. 
King Angus and his host prayed earnestly for deliverance to God 
and the saints. That night St. Andrew appeared to the King and 
promised him victory. Next day, when battle was joined, the vision 
of a white saltire (the diagonal cross on which the Apostle had been 
martyred), was seen by all against the blue sky. This so encouraged 
the Picts and Scots and affrighted their adversaries that the former 
won a signal victory. In the pursuit, so the tradition goes on, the 
Northumbrian leader, Athelstan, was slain at the crossing of the 
Peffer of Cogtail Burn, the site of which is marked by Athel
staneford. 

Whatever the truth lying behind the stories of the adoption of St. 
Andrew as patron saint and the saltire flag as the flag of Scotland, there 
is no doubt that his cult and the belief in his patronage fostered Scottish 
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national sentiment and inspired many generations in their struggle for 
unity and independence. 

Roderick (Rory) MacLennan, President of the St. Andrew's Society 
in 1970-71, visited the historic site in the year of his presidency and 
spent a day with Rev. Downie Thomson, the local minister, who is 
regarded as an authority on the history of the flag. Following the visit, 
the St. Andrew's Society was presented with a saltire flag which had 
actually flown on the traditional spot. At the St. Andrew's Day Dinner 
in 1971, the flag was displayed and was accepted by the Lieutenant
Governor of Manitoba on behalf of "Manitobans who have come from 
Scotland, and those who proudly claim Scottish descent." 

The dedication of the flag, and what it stands for, means much in 
the history of the St. Andrew's Society of Winnipeg. Technically, the 
Society dates its origin only to 1871, but its roots go much deeper than 
that. They go back to the ancient legends, such as this one, which link 
St. Andrew with Scotland. It is a proud heritage. 
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APPENDIX 
It had been hoped at this point to include a full list of the speakers 

who have addressed the St. Andrew's Society at its Annual Banquet over 
the years; but, due to the sparsity of records, this has been found 
impossible. We know that A. G. B. Bannatyne addressed the first Dinner 
in 1871 and that, among other early speakers, most of whom were local 
celebrities (a number of them from within the Society itself) was Gilbert 
McMicken. We also know that Lord Aberdeen was present for the 1895 
Dinner, and presumably addressed it. But the record of these early years 
is far from complete. It is only from 1886 on that we have any sort of 
continuity, and even here there are "gaps. There are occasions, too, 
where the last name of a speaker is mentioned, but not his initials. What 
follows is the record as far as it can be now ascertained. 

SPEAKERS 

1886 Canada Rev. D. M. Gordon 
The Day Rev. Dr. George Bryce 

1901 Canada Rev. Gilbert B. Wilson 
The Day Rev. T. B. Kilpatrick, D.D. 

1903 Canada Rev. J. M. McMillan 
The Day Rev. Dr. George Bryce 

1904 Canada Rev. John McNeill 
The Day Rev. George Boyer 

1905 Canada Rev. C. H. Stewart 
The Day Rev. C. Mackinnon 

1909 Canada Mayor W. Sanford Evans 

1911 Canada J. Bruce Walker 
The Day Dr. J. L. Gordon 

1914 Canada Prof. J. A. McLean and Dr. E. M. Gordon 
The Day D. R. Forgan, Chicago 

1923 Canada A. B. Hudson 
The Day Dr. Johnstone 

1926 Canada Dr. Stewart Parker, Toronto 
The Day Lt.-Gov. Theo Burrows 

1927 Canada Hon. James G. Gardiner, Premier of Saskatchewan 
The Day Rev. Archibald, B. D. of New York 
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1928 Canada Hon. James Malcolm, M.P. 
Minister, Trade and Commerce 

The Day Captain Ian Mackenzie, M.A., L.L.B., 
M.L.A. Vancouver 

1929 Canada Arthur E. Johnston, K.c. 
The Day Hon. Mr. Justice M. A. MacDonald 

1930 Canada Hon. John Bracken 
The Day Rev. J. Richmond Craig 

1931 Canada Hon. W. F. A. Turgeon, Justice of Appeal, 
Saskatchewan 

The Day Hon. A. K. Dysart 

1932 Canada Hon. Vincent Massey 
The Day J. Hamilton Fife 

1933 Canada M. E. Nichols, Winnipeg Tribune 
The Day Rev. B. Ketchen, D.D., Hamilton, Ontario 

1934 Canada Hon. R. M. Demistouss, C.B.E. 
The Day Rev. Stuart C. Parke, D.D., st. Andrew's Church, Toronto 

1935 Canada Mayor John Queen 
The Day Rev. Wm. Barclay, M.A., B.D., Hamilton, Ontario 

1936 Canada L. W. Brockington, K. C. 
The Day His Excellency The Right Honorable 

The Lord Tweedsmuir, G.C.M.G., C.H., 
Governor General of Canada 

1937 Canada D. B. McRae, Regina 
The Day Hon. Norman Armour, U.S. Minister to Canada 

1938 Canada W. Creighton Graham, Ph.D., D.D. 
Principal, United College 

The Day Sir Gerald Campbell, K.C.M.G., 
High Commissioner to Canada 

1939 Canada Rev. W. G. Martin, Grace United Church, Winnipeg 
The Day President James S. Thomson, 

University of Saskatchewan 

1940 The Day D. E. Cameron, University of Alberta 

1941 Canada E. H. Coleman, K.c., LL.D., 
Under Secretary of State 

The Day Rt. Hon. Malcolm MacDonald, P.c., M.P., 
High Commissioner to Canada 

1942 Canada Hon. J. Allison Glen, 
Speaker, House of Commons, Ottawa 

The Day Hon. J. Pierrepont Moffat, U.S. Minister to Canada 
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1943 Canada Hon. Stuart S. Garson, K.C, 
Premier of Manitoba 

The Day Wing Commander The Rev. J. Rossie Brown, M.A., 
R.A.F., Ottawa 

1944 Canada D. C Coleman, LL.D., D.CL., 
Chairman and President, Canadian Pacific Railway 

The Day Rev. A. Ian Burnett, M.A., 
St. Andrew's Church, Ottawa 

1945 Canada Group Captain Paul Y. Davoud, D.5.0., O.B.E., D.F.C 
The Day Hon. Mr. Justice J. Keiller MacKay, D.S.O., 

Supreme Court of Ontario 

1946 Canada Dean J. W. Grant McEwan, 

The Day 
Faculty of Agriculture, University of Manitoba 

Hon. Ewen A. McPherson, Chief Justice, 
Court of Appeal, Manitoba 

1947 Canada A. W. Trueman, M.A., D.Utt., 
President, University of Manitoba 

The Day Leonard W. Brockington, CM.G., K.C, LL.D. 

1948 Canada Albert H. S. Gillson, O.B.E., M.A., LL.D., 
President, University of Manitoba 

The Day Bruce Hutchison, 
Associate Editor, Winnipeg Free Press 

1949 Canada Hon. T. A. Crerar 
The Day Prof. R. D. MacLennan, Dean of Philosophy, 

McGill University 

1950 Canada Chief Justice E. K. Williams, 
Manitoba Court of King's Bench 

The Day Donald Gordon, President, 
Canadian National Railways 

1951 Canada Mr. Justice Ralph Maybank, Manitoba Court of King's Bench 
The Day W. A. Mather, President, 

Canadian Pacific Railway 

1952 Canada John G. Diefenbaker, Q.C, M.P. 
The Day Hon. Angus L. Macdonald, P.C, Q.C, 

Premier of Nova Scotia 

1953 Canada Dr. A. R. M. Lower, Professor of History, 
Queen's University 

The Day Hon. Alastair Fraser, Q.C, 
Lt.-Gov. of Nova Scotia 

1954 Canada Professor A. S. R. Tweedie, Director, 
Department of University Extension & Adult Education, 
University of Manitoba 

The Day Murdoch A. MacPherson, Q.C 
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1955 Canada The Very Rev. J. Burton Thomas, 
Dean of Rupert's Land 

The Day James Muir, Chairman-President, 
Royal Bank of Canada 

1956 Canada Dufferin Roblin, M.L.A. 
The Day Robert A. Speris, Headmaster, 

Selwyn House School, Montreal 

1957 Canada Dr. Wilfred C Lockhart, Principal, United College 
The Day Donald Gordon, Chairman-President, 

Canadian National Railway 

1958 Canada Rev. G. M. Morrison, B.D., 
Robertson Memorial Church 

The Day James Stewart, Chairman, Board of Governors, 
Canadian Bank of Commerce 

1959 Canada James A. Richardson 
The Day Hon. Lester B. Pearson, P.C, M.P. 

1960 Canada D. E. Kilgour 
The Day W. M. V. Ash 

1961 Canada Gildas Molgat, M.L.A. 
The Day Hon. T. C Douglas, Premier of Saskatchewan 

1962 Canada Hon. Mr. Justice Samuel Freedman 
The Day W. J. Keswick, Esq., Governor, 

Hudson's Bay Company 

1963 Canada Dr. H. H. Saunderson, President, University of Manitoba 
The Day Neil J. MacKinnon, Chairman and 

Chief Executive Officer, 
Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce 

1964 Canada Right Honourable George Drew, P.C, Q.C, LL.D., 
Former Canadian High Commissioner in London 

The Day Grant McConachie, Esq., President, 
Canadian Pacific Airlines 

1965 Canada Hon. E. Davie Fulton, P.C, Q.C 
The Day Peter McLintock, Associate Editor, Winnipeg Free Press 

1966 Canada Ian D. Sinclair, President, 
Canadian Pacific Railway 

The Day Hon. Lord Kilbrandon, LL.D. 

1967 Canada Hon. Richard S. Bowles, 
Lt.-Gov., Province of Manitoba 

The Day Wilfred J. Taylor, columnist, The Scotsman 

1968 Canada Hon. J. W. Grant MacEwan, 
Lt.-Gov., Province of Alberta 

The Day James S. Grant, Chairman, 
Scottish Crofters' Commission 
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1969 Canada Alan Macdonald, O.B.E., Q.e., 
City Solicitor, Edmonton 

The Day Dr. Douglas Young, Professor of Classics, 
McMaster University 

1970 Canada Dr. Ian M. Grant, M.B., F.R.C.S., (Eng)., 
F.R.e.S. (Ed.) 

The Day Sir Robert Grieve, Chairman of the Highlands 
and Islands Development Corporation 

1971 Canada Chief Constable Norman M. Stewart, City of Winnipeg Police 
The Day Andrew Bruce, Earl of Elgin and Kincardine 

1972 Canada R. M. MacLennan 
The Day Alastair M. Dunnett, Chairman, 

Scotsman Publications 

1973 Canada Mr. Justice R. D. Guy 
The Day The Right Honourable Godfrey James MacDonald of 

MacDonald, 8th Baron of MacDonald 

1974 Canada Dr. Glen H. Lowther 
The Day Sir Hector MacLennan, F.R.e.O.G., F.R.e.P. (Glas.) 

1975 Canada Dr. R. G. Bankier 
The Day Kenneth McKellar, B.Sc., F.R.S.A. 

1976 Canada A. e. Tough 
The Day Andrew Bruce, Earl of Elgin and Kincardine 

1977 Canada John W. Fisher, Q.e. 
The Day The Right Honourable Robin MacDonald Sinclair, 

Viscount Thurso of Ulbster, J.P. 

1978 Canada e. S. Tully 
The Day Sir Andrew Gilchrist, K.e.M.G. 

1979 Canada A. J. MacIver 
The Day Rev. James Curry, J.P., M.A., B.D. 

1980 Canada J. H. Webster 
The Day John Cairney 

1981 Canada Col. A. M. (Mac) Runciman, President, 
United Grain Growers Association 

The Day Hon. Lord Birsay, K.T., LL.D., e.B.E., T.D. 
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